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The Modern Square is the official monthly publication of the ASSDF 

(Arkansas State Square Dance Federation), in e-Edition only. If you 

enjoy the free e-Edition, please consider making a $5 donation to the 

ASSDF to help with the yearly website expenses. 

 

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

  

Please send any club reports, photos, or questions about The Modern 

Square (including e-Edition notifications, ad copy, or for the ASSDF 

website) to Daryl Stout, Editor/Webmaster/Circulation Chairman, via 

email to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com ï other contact info for the 

Editor, and the ASSDF Officers is elsewhere in this issue.  

 
 

 

Policies:  

 
1.  All items are now due on the Editorôs Desk no later than 3pm Central Time, 

on the Sunday after the last Saturday of the month, before the month of issue. 

2.  There is no word limit on club reports. Minor editing is done for grammar,  

 punctuation, typos, and continuity. 

3.  Letters to the Editor must be signed. Names will be omitted upon request.   

4.  Adjacent state Multi -Day Festival flyers will be in the full-Edition. 

5.  Non-commercial ads that are submitted to promote dance events within the 

Federation area will be accepted only from ASSDF  clubs, organizations,  

and their Callers and Cuers. 

 

Advertisements: 
 

All Special Dance flyers are FREE, but ads for oneôs business/job, or 

other personal ads, are $10 per month, or $60 per year. In other words, 

if you buy a yearôs worth of ads, itôs like youôll  get six months free!! 

Advance Payment is required to the ASSDF Treasurer, before the ad 

will run. All fl yer and ad copy should be sent to the Editor before the 

deadline that is noted above. Be sure that all the information thatôs in 

the dance flyer, ads, etc., is correct before submission for publication.   

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
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 2026 Operations Committees 
 

 

Publicity  &Advertising  
 

 

Position Currently Vacant 

Social Media/Web 
 

Daryl Stout 
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Little Rock, AR 72215 
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Insurance 
 

Jean Coy 
3 Reata Way 

Hot Springs Village, AR 
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If youôd like to give back to this wonderful 

hobby, and serve as an ASSDF officer, 

please contact any ASSDF Board member. 

A photo of all the 2026 ASSDF Officers 

can be found in the January, 2026 issue. 

      2026 Fall Festival 

Rickie & Theresa Muth  
390 Woodvine Trail 

Higden, AR 72067 

Theresa: (501) 238-2713 
Rickie: (501) 238-0649 
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Presidentõs Message 

 
Hello Fellow Square Dancers, 

 

What a month February was!! We joined about 700 fellow dancers (9 

from Leviôs and Lace) on a cruise in the Caribbean. One afternoon, we 

had a ñflash mobò square dance on the Promenade with 38 squares. 

Folks loved watching and we spread the word that square dancing is 

fun for all ages. 

 

We had a day at home, and then headed out on a work trip that took us 

to Lake Murray State Park for the Red River Special with Jet 

Roberts and Charlie Robertson, and 13 of our Arkansas dancers. 

That was a super weekend with great dancing and learning some of the 

new plus calls. But really it was super because we got to dance with so 

many of our club members who attended. A photo of our group is in 

the Special Dances e-Edition. 

 

We continued on through Texas, New Mexico, and into Phoenix for 

work. After a tour of Carlsbad Caverns, we drove along ñthe wallò 

(yes, that wall) and made it to Tucson in time to dance at the Square 

and Round Dance Association of Southern Arizona hall. Lots of fun, 

and 2 German callers who were guest callers that night. We met Chris 

and Patty who told us about a club dancing in Phoenix on the next 

night. So we were able to dress up and go dancing with the Mesa 

Checkmates.  

 

Well, guess who was there!?!? The caller was none other than Dan 

Nordbye, and I looked up in one of the front squares and saw none 

other than Nona Sue Walker from Guys and Dolls. Warning:  If you 

leave the state, the Foxes will chase you down to dance with you! A 



photo is in the Special Dances e-Edition. 

 

Now we head back to Little Rock and North Carolina for grandparent 

duty again. We hope you will join in the fun at the Spring Fling on 

Mount Nebo in Dardanelle this coming weekend, with Jay King, Phil 

Moorehouse, and Tim Ty l. Get registered for all the fun. It is not too 

late! See the flyer elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website 

for info. 

 

There are also several special spring dances and St. Pattyôs Day dances 

 γcoming up this month. Look at the special dances on the website for 

those. Check https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events for more 

information on any and all dances. 

 

Lastly, about 4 years ago, we graduated a unique couple, Mike and 

Ellen Lewis from lessons with Twirling Lariats and Maverick Mixers. 

Ellen joined the Arky Cloggers. They jumped into square dancing with 

both feet, attending dances all over the state, taking on Plus level 

dancing, attending Nationals in Milwaukee and Shreveport, and even 

taking on the responsibility of Publicity Chairman  for the ASSDF. 

They were super involved and they were wonderful friends to 

everyone they met in the square dance community.  

 

In December, Mike was diagnosed with stage 4 kidney cancer. It was a 

shock to all of us, but especially Ellen. Mike passed away in the early 

hours of February 14. He was a gentleman and a good friend, not to 

mention a much loved husband to Ellen. There is so much more to be 

said but our hearts are broken. We will miss him, and the square dance 

community has suffered a heavy loss. Our prayers are with Ellen as 

she grieves the loss of her partner and best friend. There will be a 

Celebration Of Life on March 28 at the Hut in Mabelvale from 3-5. 

We hope youôll join in celebrating his life, and supporting Ellen. See 

the flyer elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website for more 

info. 

 

We love and miss you all. We canôt wait to be back dancing with all of 

you, our square dance family! 

 

Yellow rocks, 

Tom and Kim Fox, ASSDF Presidents 2026 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


Square/Round Dance Social Media/Websites: 
 

 

Here are club Facebook pages (search for the groups), plus websites 

for square and round dance clubs, organizations, callers, and cuers. A 

file with links is at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources. If 

you, your club, or organization isnôt listed below, please send an email 

to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com with the info. 

 

Arkansas Clubs, Callers, and Cuers On Facebook: 

 

Arkansasô Fall Festival, Arkansas State Square Dance Federation, 

Arky Cloggers, Blue Belles and Beaus, Guys N Dolls, Heber Springers 

Square Dance Club, Leviôs And Lace, Maverick Mixers, Pioneers, 

Square Dancing With Jay King (River City Squares), Southern 

Swingers, Star Steppers, The Three Amigos, Twirling Funtimers, and 

the Twirling Lariats. 

 

Square/Round Dance Clubs/Organizations Websites: 

 

Arky Cloggers, Callerlab, Roundalab, National Square Dance 

Convention ®, East Texas Square and Round Dance Association 

(ETSRDA), Rebel Rousers (Dallas, TX), Alliance of Round, 

Traditional, and Square Dance, North Texas Square & Round Dance 

Association (NORTEX), Heart of America Single Square Dancers 

Association (HASSDA), & Texas Association of Single Square 

Dancers (TASSD). 

 

Caller and Cuer Websites: Nelda Eaton 

 

To download the FREE e-Edition, you can go to the ASSDF website 

at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square -- the full  

e-Edition has full color on pictures/ads. For those with limited  data 

plans, the compact version is without these items. Photos are from the 

club Facebook groups, or sent in, and all these are in a separate PDF 

file for download (it can be rather large). Unless noted within ads, all 

the E-Edition links are clickable. Please let the Editor know if your 

email changes; or you wonôt get these club updates (special dances, 

cancellations, changes), Modern Square releases, etc., if the email is 

returned as ñundeliverableò (over quota mailbox, bad email, etc.). 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square


 

From The  Editor  
 

 

 

First , we start this report on a sad note, reporting the passing of ASSDF 

Publicity Chairperson Mike Lewis. Our condolences, thoughts, and 

prayers, to his widow, Ellen, and the family. We wish to thank them 

profusely for all they've done for square dancing and the ASSDF over 

the years. If you would be interested in serving as the ASSDF Publicity 

Chairman, please contact ASSDF President's Tom and Kim Fox. 

 

Second, from Roy Hestand of the Pioneers Square Dance Club in 

Mountain Home: ñDue to a lack of dancers, we are going DARK until 

further notice . Please call me at (870) 329-1141, before traveling.ò 

Iôve REMOVED  their dances from the Special Events Calendar, and 

the ASSDF website until I hear that they are dancing again. 

 

Along this line, with March starting Arkansasô Spring Tornado Season, 

please check weather conditions/forecasts for Arkansas at the National 

Weather Service Little Rock. Arkansas forecast office website at 

https://www.weather.gov/lzk -- and road conditions at I Drive Arkansas 

at https://www.idrivearkansas.com ï and PLEASE CALL BEFORE 

YOU TRAVEL . If youôve been ill, are ill on a dance night, or if severe 

weather is an issue, please stay home. 

 

Third , the groundhog saw his shadow last month, which meant six more 

weeks of winter...but it also meant "six more weeks of potholes" (it may 

be longer than that)!! But, after the massive norôeaster that dumped over 

2 feet of heavy wet snow in New England, Phil is saying ñSee?? I was 

right on the forecast after all!!ò. But the National Weather Service notes 

that "the groundhog is right only 30 percent of the time".  

 

Fourth , speaking of time, the TIME CHANGE  to Spring Forward with 

Daylight Savings Time is on Sunday, March 8. If you fail to "spring 

forward ", youôll be 1 hour late for church, work, school, appointments 

(medical or otherwise) or for square dancing. While it will be darker in 

 

https://www.weather.gov/lzk
https://www.idrivearkansas.com/


the morning, there will be an extra hour of daylight in the evening, 

for traveling to club dances or festivals. 

 

Fif th, 35 years ago, on Feb. 7, 1991, Act 35 made Square Dancing the 

Official Dance of Arkansas. Our own Mike and Lanita Hammett have 

prepared a commemorative T-shirt, for $15 (2XL through 4XL are $17 

each), and royal blue in color. See the photo elsewhere in this issue, and 

on the ASSDF website for more info. This would be great to wear to 

club dances or to festivals, when casual attire may be allowed during the 

day. A photo of several of the ASSDF officers attending the Red River 

Weekend dance weekend in Ardmore, Oklahoma, in these shirts, is in 

the Special Dances e-Edition. 

 

Sixth, thereôs an excellent article from Arkansas Living Magazine, 

"Love Is In The Square"éwith our own Tom and Kim Fox, Ted and 

Tonia Hofmeister, Blake &  Amanda Throgmartin , plus Phil  

Moorehouse  are noted in the article, written by Chris Hooten. He and 

his wife, Andrea, are just a small group of folks in this wonderful hobby. 

Go to  https://arkansaslivingmagazine.com/story/love-is-in-the-square/ 

or go to the Resources page on the ASSDF website, to read the article. 

 

Seventh, the fingers got fat from the cold winter weather last month, 

and I missed errors on the names of callers and cuers on some festival 

flyers. I think I have corrected them now, but without fat fingers, how 

do you pick up the food and the silverware?? (LOL). Along this line 

though, flyers for these special dances need to have the correct info on 

them (caller/cuer names, facility names, dance days, times, locations), 

when you send them in, or post them on Facebook. I realize that last 

minute changes can occur, but it doesn't help if the callers/cuers names 

are spelled wrong, or other information is incorrect, on the flyers!! 

 

Eighth, this month is the Spring Fling On Mount Nebo, with our own 

Phil Moorehouse, Jay King, and National Caller Tim Tyl . Please see 

the ads elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website for more 

information. There are vehicular restrictions on the road going up 

to Mount Nebo...with lodging and restaurants located in Dardandelle.  

 

Ninth, there are several St. Patrick's Themed Dances scheduled this 

month, including one at the Heber Springers on March 13, at the 

Pioneers on March 16, and at the Twirling Lariats on March 20 .  

 

https://arkansaslivingmagazine.com/story/love-is-in-the-square/


Tenth, our own Nelda Eaton continues her special Plus Level group, 

Nelda's Plussers, on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at her residence in 

New Boston, Texas, with line dancing between tips. See the ad 

elsewhere in this issue for more info, and the other dance dates for the 

year. Continuing with special dances, the Twirling Funtimers  will host 

their "Baby, It's Chili" Dinner and Dance on March 18, in Lakeview, 

with Guest Caller Roy Hestand. Other Special Dances are in the 

Special Events Calendar elsewhere in this issue, and the Upcoming 

Events page on the ASSDF website...with available flyers elsewhere in 

this issue.  

 

Eleventh, the United Square Dancers Of America (USDA) has a 

Youth Dancing Grant Program. See the flyer elsewhere in this issue, 

and on the Resources Page on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

Twelfth, preparations continue for the 76th ASSDF Fall Festival in 

Clinton, at the Van Buren County Fairgrounds. The Heber Springers 

will host the weekend, starting with a Barbecue Dinner and Trail 

End Dance on October 8, with National Caller Ken Burke. National 

Caller Scott Bennett will call the Friday night dance, with Arkansas' 

Callers And Cuers the rest of the time. Flyers for both (hotel info is on 

the Trail End Dance Flyer) are elsewhere in this issue, and on the 

ASSDF website under Upcoming Events. 

 

Thirteenth, as noted last month, I'm getting info for the club reports 

from info on the Special Events Calendar, the Facebook Pages, and 

from clubs that have sent me info. From that, I prepare a report for each 

club. We want to know what's going on with your club, so if you have 

info you wish to have included, please email that to me at the address 

below. This includes upcoming special dances, and if you have lessons 

planned. 

 

Fourteenth, in November 2027, the MidSouth Extravaganza Square 

And Round Dance Weekend will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas. A 

free GSI Callers School will take place Sunday through Wednesday, 

Nov. 14-17éwith 3 days of dancing Thursday through Saturday, Nov. 

18-20. Itôll be like a mini-National Square Dance Convention ®, with a 

fabulous lineup of callers, including Tony Oxendine, Jet Roberts, Ted 

Lizotte, Jack Pladdys, Dan Sahlstrom, Ray Brendzy, Mike Hogan, Mike 

Seastrom, Charlie Robertson, and Scott Bennett. For the round dancers, 

your cuers will be Randy and Marie Preskitt plus Fred and Linda Ayres. 



There will be vendors, a food court, and great sound, along with five 

ballrooms, each featuring full time dancingéwith Round Dancing, 

Mainstream, Plus, Advanced, and C-1. The 2 host hotels (the Little 

Rock Mariott, as well as the Doubletree By Hilton) will begin taking 

reservations after Nov. 18, 2026ébut you can register now. This is a 

fantastic weekend that you want to start making plans for!! See the flyer 

elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website for more 

information, or you can register at https://midsouthextravaganza.com/ 

 

Fif teenth, Iôve modified the ñoutside of Arkansas dance policyò in The 

Modern Square, as well as on the ASSDF website. These are normally 

for club special dances and festivals in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, plus dances for 

HASSDA (the Heart Of America Single Square Dance Association), 

and the National Square Dance Convention ® (NSDC). Iôve now 

added ñCaller Appreciation Dancesò, but I must set a limit; or 

everyone would want me to list their dances, and we donôt have room 

for that. Along this line is a Caller Appreciation Dance for Jack 

Pladdys, in Dayton, Ohio, on April 12. See the flyer elsewhere in this 

issue, and on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

Lastly, Special Dances for the month of February, downloadable at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square -- are from 

the Facebook pages of ASSDF Clubs, and from the East Texas Square 

&  Round Dance Association, Maverick Mixers , Southern Swingers, 

Guys &  Dolls, Levi's &  Lace, River City Squares, Heber Springers, 

plus the Jet Roberts Dance. Many thanks go to Mike and Lanita 

Hammett, Carole Baker, Angie Engledow, Amanda Hargrove-

Throgmartin , Roy Hestand, Ted Hofmeister, Nona Sue Richardson 

Walker , Carolyn Birdsong, Ginny Short, Elaine Cox, Corben Geis, 

and Daryl Stout, for the photos.  

 

Please visit our Facebook page, and our website for any last-minute 

changes/updates, including dances in states surrounding Arkansas, and 

contact me if you have any questions or comments.  

 

Editorôs Email: assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com   

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988   

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  

 

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman   

https://midsouthextravaganza.com/
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


                 
 

If, for whatever reason (duplicate emails, no longer interested, no longer 

dancing, etc.), you decide that you no longer want emails concerning 

the releases of The Modern Square, or ASSDF Club Updates with 

Special Dances or cancellations, please send an email to the Editor at  

assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com,  and request to be REMOVED  from 

the email list.  

 

You will receive a final message from the Editor, confirming  that your 

email has been removed from the list. While you can still download or 

view items from the ASSDF website (QR Code above on the upper 

right), you will no longer receive these notices/updates.  

 

The ASSDF thanks you in advance for your assistance in this. 

 

                  
 

Donôt forget the Time Change on Sunday, March 8, 2026. If you forget 

to ñSpring Forwardò, you will be AN HOUR LATE  to church, work, 

school, appointments (medical, etc.), square and round dance events, 

etc. It will be darker in the morning, but lighter in the evening going to 

square and round dance events. 

mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com


      
 

  In Memoriam ï Mike Lewis   
 

Square Dancing lost a great asset on Feb. 14, 2026, with the passing of 

Mike Lewis. Mike and his wife, Ellen, had served as ASSDF Publicity 

Chairpersons, and were a member of several of the ASSDF Clubs.  

 

Mike and his wife, Ellen both produced several great ideas for publicity 

to let folks know of this wonderful hobby, including such things as yard 

signs, business cards, and the QR Code for the ASSDF website thatôs 

noted on the previous page.  

 

Mike and Ellen were also known for their hilarious costumes at various 

club Halloween Danceséincluding ñthe blind football refereeò for 

Mike, and the Brown-E for Ellen.  

 

Our deepest condolences, thoughts, and prayers to Ellen and the family. 



 



From Roy Hestand, of the Pioneers Square Dance Club in Mountain 

Home. 

 

 
 

 
 



Where are your special events? 
 

Please notify The Modern Square Editor of your clubôs special events  

with all pertinent information included. The sooner that all information 

is provided, the earlier the listing will appear. 

 

Further info/flyers, are at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  

      
 

To visit the ASSDF website, you can either scan the QR code above, 

or take your favorite browser to https://www.arkansassquaredance.com 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


 



National Square Dance ConventionÈ (NSDC) 
 
 

      

 

2026 - June 24-27, 2026                  75th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Waco, Texas 

2027 - June 23-26, 2027                  76th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Loveland, Colorado 

2028 - June 28 to July 1, 2028        77th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Daytona Beach, Florida 

2028 - June 27-30, 2029                  78th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          To Be Announced 
    
Registration Forms for the next NSDC are elsewhere in this issue. The 

costs INCREASE (and no refunds) on May 1 before the next NSDC. 

Links to upcoming NSDC websites are located at https://nsdcnec.com  

 

National Squares e-Magazine is published from August through May  

in the interest of the NSDC, by the host city of the upcoming NSDC.  

Go to https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ for links to  

thumbnails of the last 10 issues; then click on the desired issue(s) to 

view, or download and print the PDF file(s). Topics covered include 

Registration/Housing/RV Camping, Callers School (held prior to the 

NSDC), badges/ribbons, Solo/Single Dancers (unmarried or without a 

dance partner), Program Books/Daily Schedules (individual and total), 

Souveniers, Vendors, Dance Facilities Map, Wednesday Night Dinner 

And Show, Trail-End Dances, Group Exhibitions, Workshops, Tours, 

Pre/Post Convention Events, Restaurants, Travel Options, Places To 

Visit, Various NSDC Committees, Upcoming NSDC Info, Mobility 

Scooters, First Aid, Educational Forums, Fashion Show, Showcase Of 

Ideas, Sew And Save, General Info, Ceremonies, Ads, and much more.   
 

https://nsdcnec.com/
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/


    



         
For those new dancers who have just graduated from class, or for 

those going to graduate from class soon, the ASSDF has prepared a 

New Dancers Manual. It includes General Guidelines, Resources 

And Websites, The Ten Commandments Of Square Dancing, a list 

of ASSDF Clubs, plus a QR code and links to the ASSDF website. 

 

It's a 7 page PDF file, downloadable from the Resources page on the 

ASSDF website (https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources), 

that you can print out for your new graduates, or you can give these to 

recent graduates. They are sure to appreciate this info. Note that some 

of the clubs noted may no longer be dancing, or part of the ASSDF.     
 
 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources


Thirty-five years ago, on Feb. 7, 1991, Act 93 made Square Dancing 

the official state dance of Arkansas. 

 

Want to commemorate the square dance tradition with a T-shirt?? See 

either Mike or Lanita Hammett for info. The shirts are actually royal 

blue, and are $15 each for S through XL, and $17 for 2XL through 

4XL. Email to lnthmmtt13@gmail.com or call (501) 889-4679. 

 

This would be a perfect travel T-shirt  to wear at the Mount Nebo 

Spring Fling this month, or at other square dances and festivals, 

where casual attire is allowed. 

 

     

mailto:lnthmmtt13@gmail.com


  



  







 





 







 
Upcoming 2026 dance dates are March 10, April 14, May 12, June 
9, July 14, Aug. 11, Sep. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10, and Dec. 8, 2026.  
Contact Nelda Eaton for more info. 





 



 







  





 



 





 



 





  



 





 





 





 


