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THE MODERN g G

Novenber 2025, Volume 64, Number 11

The Modern Squareis the official monthly publication of th&SSDF
(Arkansas State Square Dance Federationg-Edition only. If you
enjoy thefree e-Edition, please considemaking a $5 donationto the
ASSDFto help withtheyearly website expenses

Website https://www.arkansassquaredance.com
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988

Pleasesendanyclub reportsphotos, or questions abothe Modern
Squarg(including eEdition notifications ad copy, ofor the ASSDF
websitg to Daryl Stout, EditofWebmasteCirculationChairman via
emailto assdfmodernsquare@gmail.corother contact info for the
Editor, and theASSDF Officersis elsewhere in this issue.

Policies:

1. Allitemsarenowd ue o n t he ndlatar thaasBpndCGentrBl dime
ontheSunday after thiast Saturday of the montheforethe month of issue.

2. There is no word limit on club reportMinor editing is donefor grammar,
punctuation, typos, and continuity.

3. Letters to theé=ditor must be signedNames will beomitted upon request.

4. Adjacent statéMulti -Day Festival flyerswill be in the fultEdition.

5. Non-commercial adshat aresubmitted to promote dance events witthia
Federation arewill be acceptedonly from ASSDF clubs organizations
andtheir Callersand Cuers.

Advertisements

All Special Danceylers ardcFREE, b ut a doasindssjob, 0o n e ¢
other personal ads, are $10 per month, or $60 per lyeather words,
ifyoubuyayeas wor t h o fy odudiessix monthsdfree!! | i k-

Advance Payment is requiredo theASSDF Treasurebefore the ad

will run. All fl yer and d copy should be sent to the Editor before the
deadline thais noted aboveBe sure thaall the infc mat i oin t h e
thedanceflyer, ad, etc, is correct beforesubmgsionfor publication.
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12812 St. Charles Blvd.
Little Rock, AR 72211
(501) 416-3769
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3 Reata Way

Hot Springs Village AR
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(715) 6503377
stevecoy201@gmail.com

P.O. Box 55655

Little Rock, AR 7245
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Ted & Tonia Hofmeister
1126 Lawrence Lane
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tedhofmeister75@gmail.com
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32 Serenity Drive P.O.Box 55655 3 Reata Way
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pawpaw4paige@gmail.com

Little Rock, AR 72215
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Little Rock, AR 72215
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Steve& Jean Coy
Steve: (715) 658377
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Mike & Ellen Lewis
Mike: (501) 3148531
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I f youdd |

hobby, and serve as an ASSDF officer,

please contact an\ASSDF Boardmember.

A photo of the 2025 ASSDF Officers can
be found in the Jan. 2025 eEdition

2026 Fall Festival

I ke to gi

Theresa& Rickie Muth
390 Woodvine Trail
Higden, AR 72067
Theresa: (501) 238713
Rickie: (501) 2380649
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Gobble, Gobble Dancing Friends,
It is hard to believe that it is already November.

Kim and | hope you enjoyed the'T&nnual ASSDF Falrestival in
Whitehall . Wewmuahfuive hackdardcingywihu
everyone to all our local calledd/e ¢ o ul d n 6dancéwithoat h a
each and every one of them. We also want to thank$8DF Board

and ourDiamond Jamboree ChaMlike and Lanita Hammett.

Finally, aBIG thank you to Justin Russahd Charlie Robertson for

two great nights of dancing.

Congratulations to all oukrkansas Travelers We had® people earn

their Traveler Badgeand17 folks earned theiBuper Traveler

Badge Everyone that attended the Fall Festival eathedl first 2
points for the 2026 badge. 1 f yo
form at thefestival, they are available on tA&SDF websiteat
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com

Something else you can find on the website is a schedule of upcoming
dances. November fall of them.

November F's 't ar t s wus o JatkisrBacgh td amicteh att
Barrett Center in HoBprings. Special caller is Jack Pladdys.

November2¢i s t he | at BewtKidsyBéock®artgdon act u rt |
Mabelvale Legion Hutrom 4pm6pm.

November 8" has two options:


https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/

Maverick Mixers -- Honoring Veterans Dance
Southern Swingers-- Special with Tim Tyl

November 14" -- theHeber Springerswill host theirGive Thanks
Dancewith caller PhilMoorehouse.

November 2F! hasthe finalLouisiana Lagniappefor 2025at the
Southern Swingerswith Tim Tyl

November 21 and 22ave backto-back nights at the Mabelvale Hut.
TheTwirling Lariats andMaverick Mixers will host Giving

Thanks Giving Back Dance Free Admission- Donations will go

to the Ronald McDonal d-983@mse. Fr
Saturday will have Pludancing from 1pr8pm,Mainstream from
3pm5pm and botiMainstream anéus from7pm-9:30pm.

November 29" -- the Maverick Mixers will host aNational Square
Dance Day Dance

Remember to chedkttps://www.arkansassquaredance.donmore
information on any andll dances.

We hope all of you have a wonderful time this Thanksgiving. If you
dondét have Thaaksdiwiseig Daywitls yoe vk plenty of
folksandoppr t uni ti es t o d¢hankful or.theWe 6 r e
opportunity to dance and fellowship with you.

Yellow Rock to All of You,

Tom and Kim Fox, ASSDF President, 2025
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Square/Round Dance Social Media/Websites:

Here are club Facebook pages (search for the groups), plus websites
for square and round dance clubs, organizations, callers, and&uers.
file with links is athttps://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resoulices
you, your c¢club, or organizati on
to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.cavith the info.

Arkansas Clubs, Callers, and Cuers On Facebook:

Arkansaso Fal/l Festival, Ar kansa
Arky CloggersBlue Belles and Beaus, Guys N Dolls, Heber Springers
Square Dance Club, Levids And La

Square Dancing With Jay King (River City Squar&)uthern
Swingers Star Stepperdhe Three Amigos, Twirling Funtimerand
the Twirling Lariats.

Square/Round Dance Clubs/Organizations Websites:

Callerlab, Roundalab, National Square Dance Convention ®, East
Texas SquarandRoundDance Associatio(fETSRDA), Rebel
Rousers (Dallas, TX), Alliance of Round, TraditioreddSquare
Dance North Texas Squar&@ Round Dance Association (NORTEX),
Heart of America Single Square Dancers Association (HASSRA),
Texas Association of Single Square Dancers (TASSD).

Caller and Cuer Websites:
Nelda Eaton

To download thé-REE e-Edition, you can go to th&SSDF website

at https://www.arkansassquaredance.comitizelernsquare-- thefull
e-Edition has full color on pictures/adsor those witHimited data

plans, hecompactversion is without theséems Photos are frorthe

club Facebook groups, or sent in, and all these arseparatePDF

file for download (it can beather large). Unless noted within ads, all

the E-Edition links areclickable. Pleasdet the Editorknow if your

emaillc hanges; orthegedub updates Gpeciaydartces,
cancellationsgchanges), Modern Square releases, etc., if the email is
returned asundeliverabled ( over quota mail box
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_ From The Editor

First, a heartfelt message from Elaine CoxNEEODSA (Northeast
Oklahoma Square Dance Association), but this appliastodancers,
no matter where they are. ¢ o u |l d n &this ahydetter. s ai d

**

We need to supporall of our callers, by attending their dances
wherever they are held. Even if things are not exactly as we want them
to be, our callers are showing up and doing their job. As dancers, we
need to do the same.

Please dofi stay away from dancing because of fear of controversy.
During times of uncertainty, we can and should come together and be
united to keep our hobby healthy and strong. Please attend every dance
t hat you can. Consider attendin
show of solidarity. We will make it throughis. Our callers are staying
steadyAs dancers, we need to do what we always do; follow their lead.

**

Secondall clubs have related expenses for the maintenance, repair, and
upkeep of their d the fact thathalllrdnts @om e v
regul ar dances and f esNewKidsBlsck h a
Partyd0 dances at Amer i can LTeidirigo n
Lariats andMaverick Mixers dance (the only 2SSDF Clubs left in
LittteRock) , has its proceeds going t

Two of the ASSDF Clubsare OUTSIDE of Arkansas, buthey are
nearby. These are tli@uys N Dollsi n New Boston, T
Southern Swingersn Bossier City, Louisiana. Hall costs in Texarkana
had theGuys N Dollsmove t o New BostSouthernTe X
Swingerswere the host club to the recéd" National Square Dance
Convention ® in Shreveport. Without thme, therewould only bel0



ASSDF clubs.So, when arASSDF Club has a fund raiser dance for
Adance facility upkeepo, 1 6m goi

Dancers are going to go where t
closer to their locationNote that notevery e-Edition subscribelis in
Arkansaséand by promoting festiwv
of The Modern Square their publicationsand square dance websites
promotethe ASSDF websiteandAr kans as 6 Shestals.a |

In fact, ®veral dancers from outside of Arkansas attended the recent
75" ASSDF Diamond JamboreeFall Festival in White Hall (noted
below). For the dancers who are traveling, and are passing through
Arkansas, they want to know what club and special dances we have

Third, the 75" ASSDF Diamond Jamboree Fall Festivalis now
history, and fromthereports | heard, and from numerous photos from
Ted Hofmeister, Ginny Short, Michelle Penson Welcaren Gatherer,
Nona Sue Richardson Walkend Phyllis Keeneyj t appears
good time was had by all .

The Maverick Mixers sponsored ti@ystals And Gems Trail End
Danceon Thursday, with National Calledsistin RussellandCharlie
Robertsonon Friday and Saturday nights. There were 4 squares for the
Trail End Dance, then 104 squares Friday and Saturday néghti t h
ASSDF President TomFoxi i n t h e Thankskodvetyone for
coming to celebrat&5 years of the ASSDFand for all the workers
behind the scenes, who made it a great eVéall. over 100photos are

in a separate Special DanceEBdition this monthCongratulations to
Ginny Short, who won the handmade quil

For those who attended the rec2d25 ASSDF Fall Festivalthere was
aFeedback Formi n t he Program Book. | f
download a copy dittps://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resoufrces
your responses will help theSSDF prepare for future Fall Festivals.

The 2026 ASSDF Fall Festivalwill be in Clinton at the Van Buren
County Fairgrounds, with thdeber Springersas the host clubwith
Theresaand RickieMuth as Chairpersan More details will followas
soon as possible.

Fourth, t's now the holiday season, and many clubs have special dances
pl anned for Thanksgiving and Ch
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DARK in the days after the holidays (since both are on Thursday this
year). Please call before you travel, in case ofrfastite changes or

cancell ations. And, if youbve b
night éor i f bad weathtmer i s an i s

Al so, wtthvehepsduring the hol i
listing the first page ofmulti -day square dancefestival flyersin states
surrounding or close to Arkansas in the fultdition. Detailsare on the
ASSDF website at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/eveasts

well as theSpecial Events Calendaelsewhere in this issuBesides,

we needto dance off all the good holiday food!!

Fifth, thanks toASSDF USDA Representative Jean Coyhere are 4
pages of info elsewhere in this issue. These cover various programs
sponsored by thignited Square Dancers Of Americg USDA); which
include theCentennial Awards Program, Webinars, Handouts, the
Youth Merit Based Scholarships the USA Traveler Badge and
information on theUSDA Club and Dancer Insurance program.
Further infoon club 2026 duewill be in the December 2025 issue of
The Modern Square These links are available on (A8 SDF website
Resources pagat https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources

Sixth, the ASSDF, Twirling Lariats , andMaverick Mixers invite you

to the2026 Spring Flingon Mount Nebo, March-6 , 2026 é wi t
King, Phil Moorehouse, and Tim Tyl. A flyer is elsewhere in this issue
and on theASSDF website

Sevent h, Nati onal Cal l er Buddy W
Danci ngo f r o mpublshed enkndmcan Square Daace e
magazine. It is noted elsewhere in this issue.

Special Dance Photosor much ofOctober, 2025 downloadable at
https://www.arkansassquaredance.comftioelernsquare which were
obtained from emails, Facebook pages, PI&SDF club and special
dances fronSquareDanceUSA Canyon Lake DancersCa st qf f 8
Twirling Lariats , River City Squares, Southern Swingers Heber
Springers, Twirling Funtimers , Maverick Mixers, as well as from the
Levi 6s And Lace

Many thanks to Corben Geis, Elaine Cox, Luzia Weston, Daryl Stout,
Mike Lewis, Jody King, Carole Baker, Amanda Hargrdbeogmartin,
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Ginny Short, Loree Kant, Theresa Muth, Lanita Hammett, and Phyllis
Keeney for the photos. Note that 2@25 ASSDF Fall Festival Photos
are in aSEPARATE Special Dances-Edition. Many thanks to Ted
Hofmeister, Ginny Short, Michelle Penson Welch, Karen Gatherer,
Phyllis Keeneyand Nona Sue Richardson Walker those photos.

Please visit ouFacebookpage and ouwebsite for any lastminute
changes/updates, including dances in states surrounding Arkansas, anc
contact me if you have any questions or comments.

Edi t or 6 assdifnoderindquare@gmail.com
Facebook Pagehttps://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
Website https://www.arkansassquaredance.com

The ASSDF wishesA Happy And Safe Thanksgivingto all, andwe
extendour heartfelt thanks to those servingas officers as well as
everyone working behind the scenes to make this wonderful hobby
better.

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairi

If, for whatever reason (duplicate emails, no longer interested, no longer
dancing, etc.), you decide that yoa longer want emails concerning

the releases ofhe Modern Square or ASSDF Club Updateswith
Special Dance®r cancellations please send an email to the Editor at
assdfmodernsquare@gmail.corand request to BREMOVED from

the email list.

You will receivea final messagdrom the Editorconfirming that your
email has beeremovedfrom the list. While you can still download or
view items from theASSDF website(QR Code above on the upper
right), you will no longer receive notices of these updatethank you
in advance for your assistance in this.
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Falt Back!

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS—CIn YOUR BATTERIES!

NOAA Weather Radio

Bed Shaker
M‘U"‘ MioLano M /

Strobe Light

Much of the U.S. goeBACK to Standard Time at 2am local time on
Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025. Set your clotk8CK 1 HOUR, before you go
to bed on No\AN HQUR EARLY ,yoo ahdrdh,lwork, e
appointments, dances, etc. AISHANGE the batteries in yousmoke
and carbon monoxide detectorsandNOAA Weather Radio devices.



The links in this article fromAmerican Square Dancemagazine by
National Caller Buddy Weaver afMdOT clickable. You can go to
https://www.americansquaredance.cdor/ a complimentary issue, or

to subscribe.

SMOOTH DANCING

BY BUDDY WEAVER

Pre-Arranged Squares

If you've been around square dancing for any length of time, you will have
experienced pre-arranged squares, where four couples have filled all the spots
in their square ahead of the caller asking to “square up”. You may have been
part of a pre-arranged square or you might have stepped into an open spot in a
square only to have someone say “we're full” or “that spot is taken”. In the
former situation, you probably feel exuberance at the thought of dancing with
your friends who are the best dancers. In the latter situation, you probably felt
excluded and no matter how the message was delivered, it was received in a
rude manner.

Pre-arranged squares are nothing new and perils of this practice are well
documented.

Exclusion

When the same eight pre-book tips, newcomers are left out,
undermining the “fun and fellowship” clubs aim to foster. This is
especially harmful when a new graduate attends an open dance only to
find they are excluded from squares, sometimes by the same “friendly
angels” they know from class.

Weaker Social Fabric

Rotating squares is part of the social contract; pre-arranging reduces
inter-club friendship building and cross-club visitor hospitality.

Uneven Floor Ability = Programming Headaches

Strong dancers clumping in one square can leave others struggling,
making it harder for the caller to keep the hall moving smoothly. In more
than one case, | have witnessed “set squares” of dancers who couldn't
complete a single sequence without breaking down. In this case the
pre-arranged squares joined the dancers who shouldn't be in a square
together.

Club Culture Erosion

Multiple sources place “set squares” alongside behaviors that correlate
with declining engagement (sitting out, not helping visitors, etc.). 17
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| have witnessed clubs that had strong visitor attendance on a weekly
basis transition to having almost no visitors simply because the club
members wanted their squares to themselves.

There are some situations where pre-arranged squares are appropriate. In
our club we ask every angel to be a mentor to a beginner at every dance. If
the beginners are a couple, then the mentor is a couple; if the beginner is a
single, then the mentor is a single. Since the mentors/angels know each other,
they quickly bring the beginners into squares and introduce them to their
friends. In this way the beginner is immediately made to feel included and part
of the family.

If pre-arranged squares is causing folks to feel excluded, then it must go
away before the club goes away. Some ideas to adopt encourage social
mixing of the dancers are:

1. Partner Rotation Boards. A system that is easy to set up and will give
people a chance to dance with different partners in an organized way.
Here is a link that describes Partner Rotation Boards: https://c-p-s-

d.org/Documents/Rotation_Board.pdf

2. Adapt a “mixing” norm. “Dance in different squares, not always with the
same group”. Printed and well displayed. In many countries outside of
the US, the practice is to dance with your partner for the first and last tip
but all others, you are dancing with someone else. After the “thank you”
ending the tip, dancers turn and go get their new partner for the next tip.

3. Computer rotation systems. One of the most popular is from Vic and
Debbie Ceder, Square Rotation Program can generate computer cards
to print or generate a rotation prior to each tip. Link. Another rotation
program is Swirls, while similar to Square Rotation Program, Swirls can
be run using RFID cards and dancers can easily transition from dancing
as a couple to dancing as a single (in the case where your partner wants
to sit one out) or anybody choosing to sit out a tip. It is done without a
computer operator — dancers do it themselves using RFID cards. Link.

The USDA line—“discourage ‘set squares’ and cliques—is authoritative
and easy to reference in websites, and class handouts. To promote fellowship,
discourage set/stacked squares and cliques. Please join the nearest forming
square and mix partners and squares throughout the evening. Limit
pre-arrangement for mentoring brand-new dancers with designated Angels on
class nights and only for the purpose of including new dancers.

18



Links in theUSDA articles (the next5 pages) aréNOT clickable, but
you can enter them from your web browser.
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From Jean Coy, ASSDF USDA Insurance Coordinator - July 1, 2025

I attended a United Square Dancers Of America (USDA) Association Meeting,
and an insurance meeting at the National Square Dance Convention ®
(NSDC) in Shreveport, Louisiana, on June 25-26, 2025...both sponsored by
the United Square Dancers Of America (USDA).

USDA has produced club leadership and educational materials to include
webinars for use by dancers and leadership, to promote and perpetuate the
dance activity. These webinars and handouts are stored, and can be viewed at
any time at https://usda.org/ -- just look for the appropriate links. You may
copy and distribute to other dancers, as the publication and educational
materials are NOT copyrighted.

The Executive Committee of USDA is proud to provide a Centennial Awards
Program for dancers in this age group. The qualified recipients will be given a
nice framed “Certificate Of Recognition” signed by the President of USDA,
and the Vice President of their region. They will also receive a “United Square
Dancers Of America Centennial Award” lapel pin. This award will be
presented to them by a member of the Executive Committee, at a dance
attended by the recipient when possible. Should the recipient be able to attend
the USDA Board Of Directors Meeting the day prior to the National Square
Dance Convention ®, USDA will pay their convention registration. You have
to be at least 100 years of age, and still dancing. Details on the award are at
hitps://www.usda.org/Centinnal_Award.php

The USDA awards merit-based scholarships to students who have shown
their dedication to the promotion and perpetuation of the total square dance
movement...including square dance, round dance, contra, and clogging...and



they are members of an affiliated club. For more information, please go to
https://www.usda.org/Youth_Dancing/

On Dec. 23, 2019, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recognized the United
Square Dancers Of America, Incorporated, as a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Group
Exemption Administrator. This entitles affiliates of the USDA to be granted
501(c)(3) Non-Profit status, by submitting their application to the USDA
Group Exemption Coordinator, rather than submitting their application to
the IRS. Details are at https://www.usda.org/USDA501c3Program.php

Much like the current “Arkansas Traveler” program, the USDA has started a
USA Traveler program. A badge and bar will be awarded to the participant(s)
at no charge to them, after they have visited at least 12 states, and have a
form signed and returned to the USDA to be verified. Additional colored bars
will be awarded as follows:

12 States — Red Bar
24 States - White Bar
36 States — Blue Bar
48 States — Silver Bar

More information is available at htips://www.usda.org/Traveler.php

FYI For Clubs: Callerlab is now establishing a new dance program, with
Mainstream having 50 calls, and Plus having 50 or greater calls. The goal for
implementation is September, 2026.

ik

The insurance meeting was facilitated by Elizabeth Sanders, USDA National
Insurance Coordinator. Topics discussed included:

I State Insurance Coordinator Duties and Responsibilities Handout

! Liability and Accident Medical Coverage Handout

| State Insurance Coordinator works directly with State Treasurer

! Accident Reports — Importance, Send To Elizabeth, Follow-up

! Insurance follows the dancer

! Discussed a little bit about Callerlab Insurance (just the highlights).
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USDA PROGRAM USDA
The Purpose of the Grant Program:

The Youth Dancing Grant Program was developed to Assist in the
Involvement, Recruitment and Fostering of Youth Growth within the Square
Dance Community. The Grant is funded by an outside source(s), but will rely
on the USDA to Administer. The program will run each calendar year from
January to January annually as long as there are funds available for the
program.

How the Grant Program Will Operate:

When a club or Affiliate has a shortage of funds for a specific activity
involving Youth, a request for a Grant to ASSIST in the shortfall may be sent
to the USDA Youth Advisory Committee (www.Committee.usda.org). The
Affiliate or Club agrees to use the funds as outlined in their request. Several
examples of needs would be to help offset the costs for a group of Youth
taking lessons (assisting their families), helping a group attending a State or
National Convention with identified shortfalls, and help in identifying
shortfalls while developing a Youth Program.

The Application Process:

A Club or Affiliate will need to submit an application for a grant when they
anticipate that they will have a shortfall financially for their Youth activity.
The application, once received, will be reviewed and approved or denied
within 30 days of receipt. The Grant is not a free pass, the requesting
organization needs to show what they have done to offset the identified
shortfall. The Grant funds will be dispersed in the following incremental
amounts: $250.00, $500.00, $750.00 and $1,000.00 as deemed necessary, per



the Grant request. The application will need to explain the shortfall, what the
requestor has done to address the shortfall, what the funds will accomplish in
offsetting the shortfall, and how many youth will be affected. There will be
only one Grant per event, however an organization can apply for, and be
considered for, any other grant needs that arise.

The Financial Process:

Once a Grant is approved, funds will be issued by the USDA Treasurer to the
requesting organization. The requesting organization will be contacted for
instructions on to whom to direct the funds.

In Addition:

Clubs are encouraged to submit suggestions that will help with the expansion
of the Grant process. Helping Youth is the primary goal.

You can download the application to print and email, or fill it out online at

https://www.usda.org/Youth_Dancing/ and submit it that way.

Note: In past years, the deadline has been February 1, with presentations
being made at the upcoming National Square Dance Convention ®, but that
appears to have changed this year.

So, if you’d like to apply for one of the USDA Founders Memorial Youth
Fund Scholarship Program grants, please submit your application promptly.
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§im B : USDA Insurance — Making Sure Your Clubs and
el Dancers are Covered
USDA

Every dance organization needs insurance coverage while conducting and
sponsoring dance activities. No matter how closely we follow safety rules
and protocols, accidents can happen! United Square Dancers of America
(USDA) offers comprehensive and affordable liability and supplemental
medical insurance. This insurance program, specifically designed for USDA
dance groups, provides Liability AND Accidental Medical insurance
coverage.

Liability Insurance protects the club along with its members
and officials from financial loss due to unforeseen incidents
that may develop into litigation against members and dance
organizations. This insurance is required by most of our dance
facilities — those used regularly for club dances, as well as
those used for special dance events or even demonstrations.

Accidental Medical Insurance provides
coverage for injuries sustained while
participating in dancing activities sponsored and
supervised by a recognized club or organization.
The insurance is “portable” - that is, it covers the
insured dancer while participating in any
regularly scheduled and sponsored dancing activity worldwide.

On Sunday, November 9, the USDA Insurance Program will be featured on
the USDA Beyond the Dance Floor webinar series. Elizabeth Sanders,
USDA Insurance Coordinator, will share all of the latest information. The
webinar is scheduled for 11:00 Pacific / 2:00 Eastern. Log-in information,
along with access to associated materials such as presentations or handouts
will be available on the USDA website at www.usda.org.

For further information about USDA’'s Insurance Program, check out the
website at www.usda.org/Insurance.php or contact Elizabeth at
insurance(@usda.org.
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To visit theASSDF website you can eithescan the QR codebove,
or take your favorite browser tatps://www.arkansassquaredance.com
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Nati onal S€f€omavenDNSDOE)

2026 - June 24-27, 2056 75" NSDC Host City:
Waco, Texas
2027 - June 23-26, 2027 76" NSDC Host City:

Loveland, Colorado
2028 - June B to July 1,2028 77" NSDC Host City:
Daytona Beach, Florida
2028 - June 27-30, 200 78" NSDC Host City:
To Be Announced

Registration Forms for the neMiSDC are elsewhere in this issue. The
costsINCREASE (andno refunds) on May 1before thenextNSDC.
Links to upcomingNSDC websites are located https://nsdcnec.com

National Squares eMagazineis published from August through May

in the interest of th&ISDC, by the host city of the upcomim¢SDC.

Go tohttps://nsdcnec.com/natiorsdjuarese-magazinefor links to
thumbnails of the lastOissues; then click on the desiriedwe(s) to

view, or download and print the PDF file($ppics coveredhclude
Registration/Housing/RV Camping, Callers Schdwlld prior tothe
NSDC), badges/ribbons, Solo/Single Dancers (unmawofegithout a
dance partner), Program BodRsily Schedules (individual and total),
Souveniers, Vendors, Dance Facilities Map, Wednesday Night Dinner
And Show, TralEnd Dances, Group Exhibitions, Workshops, Tours,
Pre/Post Convention Events, Restaurants, Travel Options, Places To
Visit, VariousNSDC Committees, UpcominSDC Info, Mobility
Scooters, First Aid, Educational Forums, Fashion Show, Showcase Of
Ideas, Sew And Save, General Info, Ceremonies, Axbspmaich more.
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Due to vision issues, I no longer drive, and can’t be at dances, etc. unless someone offers
transportation. Please advise me if your info (club contact, dance day/time) in The
Modern Square or on the ASSDE website, is wrong; as I can’t fix it if 'm not told.

Most of the special dance photos are from club Facebook groups, although not everyone is
on Facebook. If nothing’s sent in or posted, nothing’s published in The Modern Square,
or on the ASSDF website. There’s no word limit on club reports, but minor editing is done
for typos, grammar, and continuity. The issue publication deadline is 3pm, US Central
Time, on the Sunday, after the last Saturday of the month, before the month of issue.

If emails to you are returned, due to your box being full/over quota, or the address isn’t
valid, you won’t receive notices on Modern Square releases or ASSDF club updates, until
you contact me with updated info. Please let me know if you no longer want these emails.

Please CALL BEFORE TRAVELING, in case of last minute changes or cancellations. If
you've been ill, feel ill on a dance night, or if weather is an issue, please stay home.

NONE of the ASSDF Officers will EVER send emails, Facebook messages, etc,, asking for
money, gift cards, etc.; those are SCAMS! Clubs with Facebook pages MUST police them,
as scammers are posting things like “club T-Shirts”, “death of a celebrity”, “deleting all
inactive members”, “wanting part time work,” (NOTHING to do with square dancing).
These posts/emails have viruses to steal your identity, delete, destroy, or encrypt your
data, where you’d have to pay a HUGE cost to get it back.

If you see these emails, DELETE them. And, if you see these ads, DON'T click on ANY
part of them. Instead, report them to the group administrators, so the post can be deleted,
and the poster can be banned from the group. Then, BLOCK that person in your email
spam filter, and your Facebook profile. This helps keep that spam off your page. If not,
someone will get their identity/data stolen, your Facebook page could get hacked, or you
could be “left on the hook, financially”.

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman, ASSDF



NEW DANCERS

Presented by the Arkansas State Square Dance Federation
www.arkansassquaredance.com
2025

For thosenew dancers who have just graduatedrom class, or for
thosegoing to graduatefrom classsoon theASSDFhas prepared a
New Dancers Manual It includesGeneral Guidelines Resources
And Websites The Ten Commandments Of Square Dancing list
of ASSDF Clubs, plus aQR codeand links to theASSDF website

It's a 7 pag®DF file, downloadiblefrom theResourcegage on the
ASSDF website(https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/reso)jrces
that you can print out for your new graduat@syou can give these to
recent graduateJ hey are sure to appreciate this iflote that some
of the clubs noted may no longer be dancing, or part AB&®DF.



https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources

HALLOWEEN DANCE
IT’S GOING TO BE A
'$SCARY"” BUT FUN NIGHT
OF

SQUARE DANCING
COME JOIN THE TWIRLING LARIATS
ON
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2025
COSTUMES OPTIONAL

(but there may be a prize for the best costume -©))

PLUS Workshop - 7:00 p.m.
MS with Announced Plus - 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

American Legion Post 128
9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and Leah Lane)
Mabelvale, AR

While this is technically the November 2025 issue, with its issuance a
few days before the above dance,



“Louisiana Lagniappe”
Where you get a little extra.

Lagniappe (pronounced, lan-yap) is a Cajun-French inspired noun that means “a little extra.”

Once a month on a Friday

In Bossier City, LA at Promenade Hall
5400 Benton Rd. (Hwy. 3) - 5 miles North of |-220 Loop

Dates for Jul thru Dec 2025
July 25 October 31 November 21

BASIC - MAINSTREAM - PLUS

So what’s the Lagniappe - the little extra?
Not gonna push it to the limit - but gonna push it a little past standard.

Basic and Mainstream called Lagniappe - with a little extra - using extended applications.
Called in ways and formations that you don't usually see - with a little extra challenge.

A few Plus calls will be used at each dance, but all plus calls used will be taught that night.
So, if you want to learn Plus - this is a chance to learn and dance a few plus calls each night.
These will also be called Lagniappe - with a little extra - with a little extra challenge.
Called in ways and formations that you don't usually see.

7:00 PM -9:00 PM

But we may start a little early, if caller and dancers are there - Lagniappe, A little extra.
And we may stay a little later if we’re not ready to leave there - Lagniappe, A little extra.

CALLER
TIM TYL

(and an occasional guest caller)
No Charge - Donations Accepted for caller and building

While this is technically the November 2025 issue, with its issuance a
few days before the above dance,
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NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CALLER
JACK PLADDYS
Indian Springs, Ohio

2nd Annual Hot Springs

Date Square Dance Bash

Saturday, Nov 1, 2025
$15 each or $25 per couple
Time
7.00pm - 9.30pm KOA 2 blocks away and

numerous motels

\ HOLIDAY
THE BARRETT CENTER

BARRETT CENTER For information
2231 Grand Avenue East th“S Kenney S (50-') 318-8639

Hot Springs, AR Ted Hofmeister - (501) 520-7270
(from LR take exit4,
going towards Magic Springs



ONORING  _5a
VETERANS '
Maverick Mixers

Saturday, November 8, 2025
Plus Workshop 6:30 - Dance 7:00-9:00

Members $12/month -- Guests $8/night
Phil Moorehouse - Caller

American Legion Hut
9925 Leah Lane, Mabelvale, AR
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Southern Swingers
November Dance

Wear your favorite Fall Colored Dance Attire

Saturday, November 8t
Square Dancing 7:00 -9:00
Caller - Tim Tyl

Snacks Welcomed

Members $6.00, Guest $11.00 Per Person, Spectators Free
Promenade Hall, 5400 Benton Rd., Bossier City, LA

For information email: sssquaredance@email.com or

Check our Facebook page: Southern Swingers Square Dancers



Oklahoma Square Dance Federation’s

Pre-Party Dance

(ive Your Best Life - SquareDane,
Friday, November 7™, 2025

Ardmore Convention Center
2401 N Rockford Rd, Ardmore, OK

MS Plus Advance Challenge
6:30-10:00pm $10 per person

Five Great Callers
”y /

Bobby
Willis

Jim Jonathan
Howard Marshall

Host Hotel: Heliday Inn
2207 North Rockford Rd Ardmore, OK
580-226-3333

$100 per day
Festival Chairperson; Dean Lloyd
(580) 618-3585




Oklahoma Square Dance Federation’s

State Festival

Live Your Best Life - SquareDance

November 7™ 8™ & 9th, 2025

Ardmore Convention Center
2401 N Rockford Rd, Ardmore, OK

Friday Nov. 7™: Pre-Party Dance
6:30-10:00pm $10

Saturday Nov. 8™ - $10

10am-Registration, 9am-Venders

“x.10am-Noon: High Energy Dancing<

Afternoon Program: 1pm to 4pm
MS, Plus, A & C, Hex, Rounds & Challenge Dancing

Evening Program:
Hell of Fame: 5:30
Opening Ceremonies & Grand March: 7pm
Evening Dance: 7:15 to 10pm
Aften Party: 10-12pm

Host Hotel: Holiday Inn
2207 North Rockford Rd

Your
Q,
Ardmore, OK 73401 k? L Efe %

580-226-3333
Hotel Rates: $100

R Beampe®

View the schedule, map & additional info at oksdf.org



Maverick Mixers & Twirling Lariats
Giving Thanks/Giving Back
November 21-22, 2025
Friday (11/21) 7:00 - 9:30 - Mainstream/Plus

Saturday (11/22) 1:00 - 3:00 - Plus
3:00 - 5:00 - Mainstream
7:00 - 9:30 - Mainstream/Plus

Phil Moorehouse & Nelda Eaton - Callers

American Legion Hut
9925 Leah Lane — Mabelvale, AR

No charge for admission but we will accept donations that will be

gm‘w% Ho::h andmmmlcanl.ogion

’c GIVING THANKS
5@ FGIVINGBICK =

s
® o
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Maverlck Mixers

Saturday - November 29, 2025
Plus Workshop 6:30 - Dance 7:00-9:00

Phil Moorehosue - Caller

American Legion Hut
9925 Leah Lane - Mabelvale, AR

Members $12/month - Guests $8/night

(QUAKE GANCING\(S FRIENDSH! S%Ij



Maverick Mixers
Christmas Dance

Saturday - December 13, 2025

Plus workshop 6:30 — Dance 7:00-9:00

Caller - Tim Tyl

American Legion Hut
9925 Leah Lane - Mabelvale, AR

Members $12/month ~ Guests $8/night



GENERAL * BUTLER % BASH

WWW.GENERALBUTLERBASH.COM
JANUARY 16 & 17, 2026

]ACK  TRAVIS  DAN TOM ELAINE
PLADDYS COOK SAHLSTROM DAVIS WINTROW

CENTER FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT
CONVENTION CENTER
2292 US 27 #300 SOMERSET, KY 42501
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= _Pliis 'ul Dance Weekend

- JetRoberts > ar |e Rober son

Febnuag/ 2@th Zﬂéﬁaﬂﬂ

= - The Lake MurTay’ odge
o 3323 Lodge Rd
»- Ardmore, OK
580-223-6600
www.stateparks.com

$50.00 Per Person Pre Sale $60.00 at the Door

—-Register online at: www.crdancing.com/events

Call Charlie at 580-618-8508 or Kristi at 580-618-2048
email: crsquaredance@yahoo.com




24 ANNUAL WORKSHOP

9:00 - 12:00 Saturday, February 28, 2026
Lunch 2
1:30 - 4:30
Registration begins at 8:30
Marr Street Production
111 Marr Street

Pocahontas, AR 72455
Instructors:

Lanita Hammett, AR - CC  Shaina Morgan, AR - OCI  Kaydin Seawel, AR - CCI
LaRheths Morrison, OK - CCI Candidate

**Arkansas Clog Councll meeting to follow workshop - Dues of $15.00 Due January 1, 2026 - Family rate 3 or more $40.00**

Pre-registration - $30.00 per Dancer, Syliabus $5.00(Deadline February 18, 2026)
#**%AR Council members pre-registration only $25.00****
Registration at door - $40.00 per Dancer
Checks Payable to: Dance Tyme Studio

Kathey Wilson Information
296 CR 368 dancetymestudio@gmall.com
Jonesboro, AR 72401 870-243-8113
:-------------------------x
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email
Phone

Please check if you are a Beginner



FEATURED CALLERS:
Jay King, Tim Tyl & Phil Moorehouse
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
4-5:30 p.m., 7-10 p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 7
10 a.m.-12 p.m,, 2-5 p.m., 7-10 p.m.

Sponsored by the Arkansas State Square Dance Federation
Hosted by the Twirling Lariats & Maverick Mixers

b




REGISTRATION FORM

Save money and register early, $25 per person by March 1. Price increas-
es to $30 pp after March 1. Registration includes dancing both days.

Name(s):
Address:

Phone Number:
Send reservation form & check made out to ASSDF to ASSDF Treasurer:
ASSDF
1533 Hwy. 300
Houston, AR 72070

LODGING
For information about Mt. Nebo State Park visit:
https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parks/mount-nebo-state-park

Limited cabins and campsites are available at Mt. Nebo State Park.
For cabin reservation information go to:
https://reserve.arkansasstateparks.com/mount-nebo/lodging

For camping reservations go to:
https://reserve.arkansasstateparks.com/mount-nebo/camping

Additional lodging is available in Dardanelle and other nearby towns.

FOOD OPTIONS
No restaurant is available in the state park, but there are food options in
Dardanelle and nearby towns. Additionally, we hope to offer a meal option.

We plan to offer dinner on March 6 as well as lunch and dinner on
March 7 for an additional small fee, Check here if interested .

Check the ASSDF website and Facebook for details as they develop.
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MARGH 27-28 2026
MARSHALL GOMVENTION CENTER
2501 E END BLYD S
MARSHALL, TX 75672

— AR —
FRIDAY NIGHT FEATURES

EAST TEXAS CALLERS
ASSOCIATION

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
AUDRA HILL

936-222-0705
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L-R: Shane Greer, MontyHackler, Bill Powell Ken Burke,
Tim Ty, & Bobby Willis

You won't want to miss the shenanigans when
these 6 callers get together! featuring ¥
Mainstream, Plus, Advanced, & Star Tips

Square Dance starts at 7 pm §10 per person

(Claremore Conference Center In conjunction with
1400 W Country Club Rd N.EQ.S.D.A. Festival
Claremore, OK




1400 W Country Club Rd
Claremore, 0K 74017




Save tbe ‘Date

for the 73" Heart of America Federation

Square Dance Festival featuring:
Kk ke kekok Kok kekeko k- -k,

Tim Tyl and Ken Burke
Ima,&lll’f/bw (ci Imq,(’,iﬂfbbif/
COUN: m

Hk********_****

April 17 & 18, 2026

Friday evening: 7-10PM
Saturday afternoon: 1-5PM
Saturday evening: 7-10PM

K Rk k kR
Holmeswood Baptist Church

9708 Holmes Rd, KC, MO 64131




Mineola Railers SD¢

10th Annual
"MAINSTREAM EXTRAVAGANZA"

Marilyn & Jerral ~ Monty Hackler
Waguespack

Featured Cuers

THIS IS A FUN-FILLED WEEKEND OF MAINSTREAM DANCING WITH TWO OF THE FINEST
CALLERS ANYWHERE TO BE FOUND

May 22 - May 24, 2026
AMERICAN LEGION HALL 2015 EAST US HWY 80, MINEOLA, TEXAS
Friday (Casual) Saturday Sunday (Casual)
Trail End Dance 7:30-9:30 Rounds Workshop 9:00-10:30 Trail Out 9:30-11:00 am
With Rounds Mainstream Workshop 10:30-12:00 With Rounds
HotHash Tip ~ 9:30-10:00 Lunch 12:00-2:00 All Gospel Singing Calls

Mainstream Workshop 2:00-3:00
Dance the Workshops  3:00-3:30
Early Rounds 6:00-6:45
Dance 7:00-10:00 Tips with one round between

Weekend Package $40/ person ($80/ couple); $45/ person at the door (90/ couple)
No Split Tickets
For Hotel and Camping information: See back of Flyer or contact Howard & Sandra 903-312-3713

Mail registrations & payment to:
Name: Howard & Sandra Rowan

PO Box 2397
AaaEs Lindale, Texas 75771-2397
Cut on dotted line and return with payment.
Make checks payable to Mineola Railers SDC
include "Mainstream Extravaganza" on memo
line

Phone:

E-mail:

Mail-in & early registrations must be postmarked by May 15, 2026



Rounds by
Connie and Robert

May 22nd and 23rd 2025; ks

Lodde Reservatnons 888 TiN- PA_RKS -
""$138 OO'per mdht*plusitax X

S A na o o ¥ o a wx .
JCal)ms andicampingfalsofavai
Additiona lilnfé"ContapKrlstxfbclmrherobertson biz




St Tl o S & Rud

64th Annual Texas State Federation
Square & Round Dance Festival

Towws

rDancmg' Across Texas
?.ongview 2026

TEXAS STATE
CALLERS'
AbBOEUTION

Festival Chairman
Gary & Linda Carlile
6 Cardinal Ln,
Texarkana, TX 75501
lindacarliles7@aol.com

crigary@aol.com

June 4, 2026 - Trail End Dance

June 5, 2026 - Pre-Festival Dance

June 6, 2026 - 64th State Festival

Business Meeting: June 7, 2026

Assistant Festival Chairman

Mike & Shelly Whitehurst
New Boston, TX 75501

swhitehurst10@gmail.com




72 Kansas Square Dance Festival

June 5 & 62026
“Swing & Sway

Kay Ski's

Eric
& Bob
Henerlau :
Kurczewski
Corte Madera , CA s
Liberty Hill, TX
Caller Coordinator Dancer Coordinator
Allen & Marcia Hahn Brenda Mears
Hesston, KS Emporia, KS
620-217-1280 Cell 620-344-2517 Cell
hahn@southwind.net Jjbmears1979@gmail.com

West Heights UMC—Family Center, Door D
745 N Westlink Ave.
Wichita, KS 67212
Friday - 6:30 to 10:30 pm
Saturday - 8:30 am to 10:30 pm
Pre-order ribbons on our website:

www kansassquaredancefestival.com

Deadline for ribbon purchase 5Y MAILis: May 1, 2026

In order to receive your ribbon(s) via return mail
include a self address stamp envelope

Host Hotel - Double Tree by Hilton Wichita Airport
& Best Western Plus Wichita West Airport Inn






