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The Modern Square is the official monthly publication of the ASSDF 

(Arkansas State Square Dance Federation), in e-Edition only. If you 

enjoy the free e-Edition, please consider making a $5 donation to the 

ASSDF to help with the yearly website expenses. 

 

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

  

Please send any club reports, photos, or questions about The Modern 

Square (including e-Edition notifications, ad copy, or for the ASSDF 

website) to Daryl Stout, Editor/Webmaster/Circulation Chairman, via 

email to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com ï other contact info for the 

Editor, and the ASSDF Officers is elsewhere in this issue.  

 
 

 

Policies:  

 
1.  All items are now due on the Editorôs Desk no later than 3pm Central Time, 

on the Sunday after the last Saturday of the month, before the month of issue. 

2.  There is no word limit on club reports. Minor editing is done for grammar,  

 punctuation, typos, and continuity. 

3.  Letters to the Editor must be signed. Names will be omitted upon request.   

4.  Adjacent state Multi -Day Festival flyers will be in the full-Edition. 

5.  Non-commercial ads that are submitted to promote dance events within the 

Federation area will be accepted only from ASSDF  clubs, organizations,  

and their Callers and Cuers. 

 

Advertisements: 
 

All Special Dance flyers are FREE, but ads for oneôs business/job, or 

other personal ads, are $10 per month, or $60 per year. In other words, 

if you buy a yearôs worth of ads, itôs like youôll  get six months free!! 

Advance Payment is required to the ASSDF Treasurer, before the ad 

will run. All fl yer and ad copy should be sent to the Editor before the 

deadline that is noted above. Be sure that all the information thatôs in 

the dance flyer, ads, etc., is correct before submission for publication.   

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
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If youôd like to give back to this wonderful 

hobby, and serve as an ASSDF officer, 

please contact any ASSDF Board member. 

A photo of the 2025 ASSDF Officers can 

be found in the Jan. 2025 e-Edition 

      2026 Fall Festival 

Theresa & Rickie Muth  
390 Woodvine Trail 
Higden, AR 72067 

Theresa: (501) 238-2713 

Rickie: (501) 238-0649 
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Presidentõs Message 

 

Gobble, Gobble Dancing Friends, 

 

It is hard to believe that it is already November. 

 

Kim and I hope you enjoyed the 75th annual ASSDF Fall Festival in 

Whitehall. We canôt tell you how much fun we had dancing with 

everyone to all our local callers. We couldnôt have had a dance without 

each and every one of them. We also want to thank the ASSDF Board 

and our Diamond Jamboree Chair, Mike and Lanita Hammett . 

Finally, a BIG  thank you to Justin Russell and Charlie Robertson for 

two great nights of dancing. 

 

Congratulations to all our Arkansas Travelers. We had 9 people earn 

their Traveler Badge and 17 folks earned their Super Traveler 

Badge. Everyone that attended the Fall Festival earned their first 2 

points for the 2026 badge. If you didnôt pick up your Traveler Badge 

form at the festival, they are available on the ASSDF website at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com.  

 

Something else you can find on the website is a schedule of upcoming 

dances. November is full of them. 

 

November 1st starts us off right with the ñJack is Backò dance at The 

Barrett Center in Hot Springs. Special caller is Jack Pladdys. 

 

November 2nd is the latest version our ñNew Kids Block Partyò at the 

Mabelvale Legion Hut from 4pm-6pm. 

 

November 8th has two options: 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


Maverick Mixers  -- Honoring Veterans Dance 

Southern Swingers -- Special with Tim Tyl 

 

November 14th -- the Heber Springers will host their Give Thanks 

Dance with caller Phil Moorehouse. 

 

November 21st has the final Louisiana Lagniappe for 2025 at the 

Southern Swingers with Tim Tyl 

 

November 21 and 22 have back-to-back nights at the Mabelvale Hut. 

The Twirling Lariats  and Maverick Mixers  will host Giving 

Thanks Giving Back Dance. Free Admission -- Donations will go 

to the Ronald McDonald House. Fridayôs dance is 7pm-9:30pm. 

Saturday will have Plus dancing from 1pm-3pm, Mainstream from 

3pm-5pm and both Mainstream and Plus from 7pm-9:30pm. 

 

November 29th -- the Maverick Mixers  will host a National Square 

Dance Day Dance. 

 

Remember to check https://www.arkansassquaredance.com for more 

information on any and all dances. 

 

We hope all of you have a wonderful time this Thanksgiving. If you 

donôt have folks to spend Thanksgiving Day with, you have plenty of 

folks and opportunities to dance. Weôre always thankful for the 

opportunity to dance and fellowship with you. 

 

Yellow Rock to All of You, 

 

Tom and Kim Fox, ASSDF President, 2025 

                
                  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


Square/Round Dance Social Media/Websites: 
 

 

Here are club Facebook pages (search for the groups), plus websites 

for square and round dance clubs, organizations, callers, and cuers. A 

file with links is at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources. If 

you, your club, or organization isnôt listed below, please send an email 

to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com with the info. 

 

Arkansas Clubs, Callers, and Cuers On Facebook: 

 

Arkansasô Fall Festival, Arkansas State Square Dance Federation, 

Arky Cloggers, Blue Belles and Beaus, Guys N Dolls, Heber Springers 

Square Dance Club, Leviôs And Lace, Maverick Mixers, Pioneers, 

Square Dancing With Jay King (River City Squares), Southern 

Swingers, Star Steppers, The Three Amigos, Twirling Funtimers, and 

the Twirling Lariats. 

 

Square/Round Dance Clubs/Organizations Websites: 

 

Callerlab, Roundalab, National Square Dance Convention ®, East 

Texas Square and Round Dance Association (ETSRDA), Rebel 

Rousers (Dallas, TX), Alliance of Round, Traditional, and Square 

Dance, North Texas Square & Round Dance Association (NORTEX), 

Heart of America Single Square Dancers Association (HASSDA), & 

Texas Association of Single Square Dancers (TASSD). 

 

Caller and Cuer Websites:  

 

Nelda Eaton 

 

To download the FREE e-Edition, you can go to the ASSDF website 

at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square -- the full  

e-Edition has full color on pictures/ads. For those with limited  data 

plans, the compact version is without these items. Photos are from the 

club Facebook groups, or sent in, and all these are in a separate PDF 

file for download (it can be rather large). Unless noted within ads, all 

the E-Edition links are clickable. Please let the Editor know if your 

email changes; or you wonôt get these club updates (special dances, 

cancellations, changes), Modern Square releases, etc., if the email is 

returned as ñundeliverableò (over quota mailbox, bad email, etc.). 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square


 

From The  Editor  
 

 

 

First, a heartfelt message from Elaine Cox, of NEODSA (Northeast 

Oklahoma Square Dance Association), but this applies to ALL  dancers, 

no matter where they are. I couldnôt have said this any better. 

 

**  

 

We need to support all of our callers, by attending their dances 

wherever they are held.  Even if things are not exactly as we want them 

to be, our callers are showing up and doing their job.  As dancers, we 

need to do the same. 

 

Please donôt stay away from dancing because of fear of controversy. 

During times of uncertainty, we can and should come together and be 

united to keep our hobby healthy and strong. Please attend every dance 

that you can.  Consider attending dances you donôt normally attend as a 

show of solidarity. We will make it through this.  Our callers are staying 

steady. As dancers, we need to do what we always do; follow their lead. 

 

**  

 

Second, all clubs have related expenses for the maintenance, repair, and 

upkeep of their dance hallsénever mind the fact that hall rents for 

regular dances and festivals, have skyrocketed. The ñNew Kids Block 

Partyò dances at American Legion Post 128 (where the Twirling 

Lariats  and Maverick Mixers  dance (the only 2 ASSDF Clubs left in 

Little Rock)), has its proceeds going to ñThe Hut Repair Fundò.  

 

Two of the ASSDF Clubs are OUTSIDE of Arkansas, but they are 

nearby. These are the Guys N Dolls in New Boston, Texaséand the 

Southern Swingers in Bossier City, Louisiana. Hall costs in Texarkana 

had the Guys N Dolls move to New Boston, Texaséand the Southern 

Swingers were the host club to the recent 74th National Square Dance 

Convention ® in Shreveport. Without them, there would only be 10 

 



ASSDF clubs. So, when an ASSDF Club has a fund raiser dance for 

ñdance facility upkeepò, Iôm going to promote it.  

 

Dancers are going to go where they want to dance, especially if itôs 

closer to their location. Note that not every e-Edition subscriber is in 

Arkansaséand by promoting festivals from nearby states to subscribers 

of The Modern Square, their publications, and square dance websites 

promote the ASSDF website, and Arkansasô Special Dances/Festivals. 

In fact, several dancers from outside of Arkansas attended the recent 

75th ASSDF Diamond Jamboree Fall Festival in White Hall (noted 

below). For the dancers who are traveling, and are passing through 

Arkansas, they want to know what club and special dances we have. 

 

Third, the 75th ASSDF Diamond Jamboree Fall Festival is now 

history, and from the reports I heard, and from numerous photos from 

Ted Hofmeister, Ginny Short, Michelle Penson Welch, Karen Gatherer, 

Nona Sue Richardson Walker, and Phyllis Keeney, it appears that ña 

good time was had by allò. 

 

The Maverick Mixers sponsored the Crystals And Gems Trail End 

Dance on Thursday, with National Callers Justin Russell and Charlie 

Robertson on Friday and Saturday nights. There were 4 squares for the 

Trail End Dance, then 10-14 squares Friday and Saturday nightéwith 

ASSDF President Tom Fox ñin the pinkò!!  Thanks to everyone for 

coming to celebrate 75 years of the ASSDF, and for all the workers 

behind the scenes, who made it a great event. Well over 100 photos are 

in a separate Special Dances e-Edition this month. Congratulations to 

Ginny Short, who won the handmade quilt. 

 

For those who attended the recent 2025 ASSDF Fall Festival, there was 

a Feedback Form in the Program Book. If you didnôt fill it out, you can 

download a copy at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources -- 

your responses will help the ASSDF prepare for future Fall Festivals. 

 

The 2026 ASSDF Fall Festival will be in Clinton at the Van Buren 

County Fairgrounds, with the Heber Springers as the host club, with 

Theresa and Rickie Muth as Chairpersons. More details will follow as 

soon as possible. 

 

Fourth, it's now the holiday season, and many clubs have special dances 

planned for Thanksgiving and Christmasébut some clubs will be 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources


DARK  in the days after the holidays (since both are on Thursday this 

year). Please call before you travel, in case of last-minute changes or 

cancellations. And, if youôve been ill, or donôt feel well on a dance 

nightéor if bad weather is an issue, please stay home.  

 

Also, with oneôs travels, during the holidays and otherwise, Iôm now 

listing the first page of multi -day square dance festival flyers in states 

surrounding or close to Arkansas in the full e-Edition. Details are on the 

ASSDF website, at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events as 

well as the Special Events Calendar elsewhere in this issue. Besides, 

we need to dance off all the good holiday food!! 

 

Fifth, thanks to ASSDF USDA Representative Jean Coy, there are 4 

pages of info elsewhere in this issue. These cover various programs 

sponsored by the United Square Dancers Of America (USDA); which 

include the Centennial Awards Program, Webinars, Handouts, the 

Youth Merit Based Scholarships, the USA Traveler Badge, and 

information on the USDA Club and Dancer Insurance program. 

Further info on club 2026 dues will be in the December 2025 issue of 

The Modern Square. These links are available on the ASSDF website 

Resources page at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources  

 

Sixth, the ASSDF, Twirling Lariats , and Maverick Mixers  invite you 

to the 2026 Spring Fling on Mount Nebo, March 6-7, 2026éwith Jay 

King, Phil Moorehouse, and Tim Tyl. A flyer is elsewhere in this issue, 

and on the ASSDF website. 

 

Seventh, National Caller Buddy Weaver discusses the topic of ñSmooth 

Dancingò from a recent article published in ñAmerican Square Danceò 

magazine. It is noted elsewhere in this issue. 

 

Special Dance Photos for much of October, 2025, downloadable at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square, which were 

obtained from emails, Facebook pages, plus ASSDF club and special 

dances from SquareDanceUSA, Canyon Lake Dancers, Castoff8ôs, 

Twirling Lariats , River City Squares, Southern Swingers, Heber 

Springers, Twirling Funtimers , Maverick Mixers , as well as from the 

Leviôs And Lace. 

 

Many thanks to Corben Geis, Elaine Cox, Luzia Weston, Daryl Stout, 

Mike Lewis, Jody King, Carole Baker, Amanda Hargrove-Throgmartin, 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square


Ginny Short, Loree Kant, Theresa Muth, Lanita Hammett, and Phyllis 

Keeney for the photos. Note that the 2025 ASSDF Fall Festival Photos 

are in a SEPARATE Special Dances e-Edition. Many thanks to Ted 

Hofmeister, Ginny Short, Michelle Penson Welch, Karen Gatherer, 

Phyllis Keeney, and Nona Sue Richardson Walker for those photos. 

 

Please visit our Facebook page and our website for any last-minute 

changes/updates, including dances in states surrounding Arkansas, and 

contact me if you have any questions or comments.  

 

Editorôs Email: assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com 
 
The ASSDF wishes A Happy And Safe Thanksgiving to all, and we 

extend our heartfelt thanks to those serving as officers, as well as 

everyone working behind the scenes to make this wonderful hobby 

better. 

 

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman     

 

                             
 

If, for whatever reason (duplicate emails, no longer interested, no longer 

dancing, etc.), you decide that you no longer want emails concerning 

the releases of The Modern Square, or ASSDF Club Updates with 

Special Dances or cancellations, please send an email to the Editor at  

assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com,  and request to be REMOVED  from 

the email list.  

 

You will receive a final message from the Editor, confirming  that your 

email has been removed from the list. While you can still download or 

view items from the ASSDF website (QR Code above on the upper 

right), you will no longer receive notices of these updates. Thank you 

in advance for your assistance in this. 

mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com


              

               
             

Much of the U.S. goes BACK  to Standard Time at 2am local time on 

Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025. Set your clocks BACK 1 HOUR , before you go 

to bed on Nov. 1; or youôll be AN HOUR EARLY , for church, work, 

appointments, dances, etc. Also, CHANGE  the batteries in your smoke 

and carbon monoxide detectors, and NOAA Weather Radio devices.  
 



The links in this article from American Square Dance magazine by 

National Caller Buddy Weaver are NOT clickable. You can go to 

https://www.americansquaredance.com/ for a complimentary issue, or 

to subscribe. 

      

https://www.americansquaredance.com/


 



Links in the USDA articles (the next 5 pages) are NOT clickable, but 

you can enter them from your web browser. 

  



 



 





 



Where are your special events? 
 

Please notify The Modern Square Editor of your clubôs special events  

with all pertinent information included. The sooner that all information 

is provided, the earlier the listing will appear. 

 

Further info/flyers, are at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  

 

      
 

To visit the ASSDF website, you can either scan the QR code above, 

or take your favorite browser to https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


National Square Dance ConventionÈ (NSDC) 
 
 

      

 

2026 - June 24-27, 2026                  75th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Waco, Texas 

2027 - June 23-26, 2027                  76th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Loveland, Colorado 

2028 - June 28 to July 1, 2028        77th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Daytona Beach, Florida 

2028 - June 27-30, 2029                  78th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          To Be Announced 
    
Registration Forms for the next NSDC are elsewhere in this issue. The 

costs INCREASE (and no refunds) on May 1 before the next NSDC. 

Links to upcoming NSDC websites are located at https://nsdcnec.com  

 

National Squares e-Magazine is published from August through May  

in the interest of the NSDC, by the host city of the upcoming NSDC.  

Go to https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ for links to  

thumbnails of the last 10 issues; then click on the desired issue(s) to 

view, or download and print the PDF file(s). Topics covered include 

Registration/Housing/RV Camping, Callers School (held prior to the 

NSDC), badges/ribbons, Solo/Single Dancers (unmarried or without a 

dance partner), Program Books/Daily Schedules (individual and total), 

Souveniers, Vendors, Dance Facilities Map, Wednesday Night Dinner 

And Show, Trail-End Dances, Group Exhibitions, Workshops, Tours, 

Pre/Post Convention Events, Restaurants, Travel Options, Places To 

Visit, Various NSDC Committees, Upcoming NSDC Info, Mobility 

Scooters, First Aid, Educational Forums, Fashion Show, Showcase Of 

Ideas, Sew And Save, General Info, Ceremonies, Ads, and much more.   
 

 

https://nsdcnec.com/
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/


     



                 

         
For those new dancers who have just graduated from class, or for 

those going to graduate from class soon, the ASSDF has prepared a 

New Dancers Manual. It includes General Guidelines, Resources 

And Websites, The Ten Commandments Of Square Dancing, a list 

of ASSDF Clubs, plus a QR code and links to the ASSDF website. 

 

It's a 7 page PDF file, downloadable from the Resources page on the 

ASSDF website (https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources), 

that you can print out for your new graduates, or you can give these to 

recent graduates. They are sure to appreciate this info. Note that some 

of the clubs noted may no longer be dancing, or part of the ASSDF.  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources


 
While this is technically the November 2025 issue, with its issuance a 

few days before the above dance, Iôve posted it here as a reminder. DS 

                                   



 
While this is technically the November 2025 issue, with its issuance a 

few days before the above dance, Iôve posted it here as a reminder. DS





 









 



   















  



 



 





  



 



 



 



 


