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The Modern Square is the official monthly publication of the ASSDF 

(Arkansas State Square Dance Federation), in e-Edition only. If you 

enjoy the free e-Edition, please consider making a $5 donation to the 

ASSDF to help with the yearly website expenses. 

 

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

  

Please send any club reports, photos, or questions about The Modern 

Square (including e-Edition notifications, ad copy, or for the ASSDF 

website) to Daryl Stout, Editor/Webmaster/Circulation Chairman, via 

email to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com ï other contact info for the 

Editor, and the ASSDF Officers is elsewhere in this issue.  

 
 

 

Policies:  

 
1.  All items are now due on the Editorôs Desk no later than 3pm Central Time, 

on the Sunday after the last Saturday of the month, before the month of issue. 

2.  There is no word limit on club reports. Minor editing is done for grammar,  

 punctuation, typos, and continuity. 

3.  Letters to the Editor must be signed. Names will be omitted upon request.   

4.  Adjacent state Multi -Day Festival flyers will be in the full-Edition. 

5.  Non-commercial ads that are submitted to promote dance events within the 

Federation area will be accepted only from ASSDF  clubs, organizations,  

and their Callers and Cuers. 

 

Advertisements: 
 

All Special Dance flyers are FREE, but ads for oneôs business/job, or 

other personal ads, are $10 per month, or $60 per year. In other words, 

if you buy a yearôs worth of ads, itôs like youôll  get six months free!! 

Advance Payment is required to the ASSDF Treasurer, before the ad 

will run. All fl yer and ad copy should be sent to the Editor before the 

deadline that is noted above. Be sure that all the information thatôs in 

the dance flyer, ads, etc., is correct before submission for publication.   

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
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Representatives Cuer 
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 2026 Operations Committees 
 

 

Publicity  &Advertising  
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Social Media/Web 
 

Daryl Stout 
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Little Rock, AR 72215 
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Insurance 
 

Jean Coy 
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Hot Springs Village, AR 
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If youôd like to give back to this wonderful 

hobby, and serve as an ASSDF officer, 

please contact any ASSDF Board member. 

A photo of all the 2026 ASSDF Officers 

can be found in the January 2026 issue. 

      2026 Fall Festival 

Rickie & Theresa Muth  
390 Woodvine Trail 
Higden, AR 72067 

Theresa: (501) 238-2713 

Rickie: (501) 238-0649 
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Presidentõs Message 

 
Square Dance and Clogging Friends, 

 

Happy Easter to you all! We hope you have a place to celebrate next 

week with family and/or friends. 

 

The pictures weôve seen of recent dances have been fun and pretty 

green. γ  And weôre excited to see that the Pioneers are starting up 

some lessons. Thatôs great! The Arky Cloggers graduated some new 

members as well. If you havenôt tried clogging and have even a little 

bit of boogie left in your feet, you should talk to Lanita and try it out. 

Sheôs an excellent teacher! 

 

Well, as spring has now officially arrived and basketball is about to 

wind down. Itôs time to get your square dance duds on or your 

clogging shoes and head to some special dances. Why not attend some 

of these: 

 

Pioneers: Lessons start on Monday, April 6. 6:30-8:30 pm. 

 

April 3  - Southern Swingers - Louisiana Lagniappe dance. 

April 4  - Maverick Mixers host The Bunny Boogie Dance. 

April 14  - Neldaôs Plussers - Plus dance. 

April 15  - Twirling Funtimers - Festival of Eight Dinner and Dance 

April 24 -25 - Clogging in the Natural State Workshop Weekend ï 

Mabelvale 

 

**Remember to check https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  

for more information on any and all dances. 

 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


Today, we again remember Mike Lewis as we see some wonderful 

photos of the Celebration of his life on March 28. There were 7 

squares! What a celebration! Blessings to you, Ellen Lewis, as you 

continue to bless us so much with your love of square dancing. We 

continue to pray for you. 

 

We miss you all. We canôt wait to be back dancing with you! 

 

Celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 

 

Tom and Kim Fox, ASSDF Presidents 2026 

 

 



    Square/Round Dance Social Media/Websites: 
 

 

Here are club Facebook pages (search for the groups), plus websites 

for square and round dance clubs, organizations, callers, and cuers. A 

file with links is at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources. If 

you, your club, or organization isnôt listed below, please send an email 

to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com with the info. 

 

Arkansas Clubs, Callers, and Cuers On Facebook: 

 

Arkansasô Fall Festival, Arkansas State Square Dance Federation, 

Arky Cloggers, Blue Belles and Beaus, Guys N Dolls, Heber Springers 

Square Dance Club, Leviôs And Lace, Maverick Mixers, Pioneers, 

Square Dancing With Jay King (River City Squares), Southern 

Swingers, Star Steppers, The Three Amigos, Twirling Funtimers, and 

the Twirling Lariats. 

 

Square/Round Dance Clubs/Organizations Websites: 

 

Arky Cloggers, Callerlab, Roundalab, National Square Dance 

Convention ®, East Texas Square and Round Dance Association 

(ETSRDA), Rebel Rousers (Dallas, TX), Alliance of Round, 

Traditional, and Square Dance, North Texas Square & Round Dance 

Association (NORTEX), Heart of America Single Square Dancers 

Association (HASSDA), & Texas Association of Single Square 

Dancers (TASSD). 

 

Caller and Cuer Websites: Nelda Eaton 

 

To download the FREE e-Edition, you can go to the ASSDF website 

at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square -- the full  

e-Edition has full color on pictures/ads. For those with limited  data 

plans, the compact version is without these items. Photos are from the 

club Facebook groups, or sent in, and all these are in a separate PDF 

file for download (it can be rather large). Unless noted within ads, all 

the E-Edition links are clickable. Please let the Editor know if your 

email changes; or you wonôt get these club updates (special dances, 

cancellations, changes), Modern Square releases, etc., if the email is 

returned as ñundeliverableò (over quota mailbox, bad email, etc.). 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square


 

From The  Editor  
 

 

 

First , thanks to everyone who attended the Celebration Of Life for the 

late Mike Lewis on March 28. His widow, Ellen (along with the family) 

are all extremely grateful to everyone who has shown support in the 

difficult time with Mike's illness and then his passing. Square Dancers 

are truly the best friends one can have. The family got a taste of this 

wonderful hobby, and we hope they'll be interested in joining a class 

soon. 

 

We also express condolences to Karen Gatherer, in the loss of her dance 

partner, Tommy Thompson, who was killed in a car wreck on the way 

home from another dancerôs funeral. Both Karen and Tommy had 

visited several of the ASSDF clubs over the years, and she remains a 

big part of the hobby. 

 

Second, in early March, we had the Spring Fling On Mount Nebo, 

with our own Phil Moorehouse, Jay King, as well as National Caller 

Tim Tyl . Ted Hofmeister noted "We had 77 registered dancers. plus 6 

callers/wive, equaling 83 in attendance. We had enough for over 8 

squares, but donôt think I ever saw more than 7 squares dancing. 5-6 

squares were typically on the floor dancing. The weather really wasnôt 

bad, Saturday was foggy, and Saturday morning a storm rolled in early. 

The drizzle stopped around 11:30 Saturday morning, and just foggy and 

damp after that." Several photos are in the Special Dances e-Edition. 

We hope to make this an annual event. 

 

Third , 35 years ago, on Feb. 7, 1991, Act 35 made Square Dancing 

the Official Dance of Arkansas. Our own Mike and Lanita Hammett 

have prepared a commemorative T-shirt, which is only $15, and royal 

blue in color. Sizes over XL are $2 more. See the photo elsewhere in 

this issue, on the ASSDF website, or contact Mike and Lanita Hammett 

for more info. This would be great to wear to club dances or to festivals, 

when casual attire is allowed during the day. 

 

 



Fourth , new square dance classes started recently with the Blue Belles 

and Beaus...the final night for introductory lessons is on Thursday, 

April 2, 2026, at the Judsonia Community Center, at 601 Judson Street, 

across from First Baptist Church...contact Robert and Cheryl Shaver at 

(501) 724-3930 for more info. Also, the Pioneers have RESUMED 

DANCING , and they will be starting new lessons on Monday, April 6, 

2026, at the Sycamore Springs Senior Living Center, at 165 Jerry Baker 

Lane, in Mountain Home, AR. Contact Roy Hestand at (870) 329-1141 

for more info. Lastly, Nelda Eaton, who calls for the Guys N Dolls and 

Twirling Lariats, recently started a new class at her place in New Boston 

Texas. We wish the very best to the students, and we look forward to 

them joining us on the square dance floor soon. There is a PDF file at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources with a "Welcome To 

New Dancers". Note that some of the clubs that are noted there may no 

longer be dancing, or they are no longer a part of the ASSDF. 

 

Fifth, special dances in April include Louisiana Lagniappe at the 

Southern Swingers on April 3  with Tim Tyl ...The Bunny Boogie 

Dance in Mabelvale (Little Rock), with a hopping good time to Bugs 

Rabbit and Peter Bunny (also known as Phil Moorehouse and Joey 

Duhamel) on April 4 ...Nelda's Plussers in New Boston, Texas, on 

April 14 ...the Twirling Funtimers Festival Of Lights Dance in 

Lakeview on April 15 ...and the Clogging In The Natural State in 

Little Rock April 24 -25. See the Special Events Calendar elsewhere 

in this issue, or you go to https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events 

-- if your club has a special dance planned, please email the Editor as 

soon as possible with info, and a flyer, if applicable. 

 

Sixth, preparations continue for the 76th ASSDF Fall Festival in 

Clinton, at the Van Buren County Fairgrounds. The Heber Springers 

will host the weekend, starting with a Barbecue Dinner and Trail End 

Dance on October 8, with National Caller Ken Burke. National 

Caller Scott Bennett will call the Friday night dance, with Arkansas' 

Callers And Cuers on the slate the rest of the time. Flyers for both 

(hotel info is on the Trail End Dance Flyer) are elsewhere in this issue, 

and on the ASSDF website under Upcoming Events. 

 

Seventh, as noted last month, I'm getting info for the club reports from 

info on the Special Events Calendar, the Club Facebook Pages, and 

from clubs that have sent me info. From that, I prepare a report for each 

club. We want to know what's going on with your club, so if you have 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


info that you'd like included in The Modern Square; or wish to be your 

club's reporter, please email that to me at the address below. This 

includes upcoming special dances, and if you have lessons planned.  

 

Speaking of which, I understand that some folks aren't getting notified 

of special dances...especially considering they only check their email or 

the ASSDF website once a week, if that often. Last-minute changes can 

occur; and at times, I don't get the info on the special dances until the 

very last minute. In short, it's up to the club to get me the info, then up 

to the individual dancer to check the Special Events Calendar in this 

issue, and https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events on the ASSDF 

website, in a timely manner...as well as Calling Before You Travel, so 

you don't make the trip for nothing. If you have any questions, please 

call or email me...my contact info is in the front of the publication, and 

on the ASSDF website under ñThe ASSDFò. 

 

Club Special Dances for the month of March 2026, downloadable at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square -- are from 

the Facebook pages of ASSDF Clubs, and from the Spring Fling On 

Mount Nebo, Southern Swingers, Levis &  Lace, Maverick Mixers , 

Heber Springers, Arky Cloggers, Twirling Lariats , as well as the 

Celebration of Life for the late Mike Lewis. 

 

Many thanks to Michele Penson Welch, Ted Hofmeister, Jody King, 

Carolyn Birdsong, Rickie Muth , Carole Baker, Lanita Hammett , 

Amanda Hargrove-Throgmartin , Roger Garner, Ginny Short, 

Andrea Hooten, Daryl Stout, Elaine Cox, and Corben Geis, for the 

photos. 

 

Please visit our Facebook page, and our website for any last-minute 

changes/updates, including dances in states surrounding Arkansas, and 

contact me if you have any questions or comments.  

 

Editorôs Email: assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com   

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988   

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  

 

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman   

 

 

 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
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mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
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If, for whatever reason (duplicate emails, no longer interested, no longer 

dancing, etc.), you decide that you no longer want emails concerning 

the releases of The Modern Square, or ASSDF Club Updates with 

Special Dances or cancellations, please send an email to the Editor at  

assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com,  and request to be REMOVED  from 

the email list.  

 

You will receive a final message from the Editor, confirming  that your 

email has been removed from the list. While you can still download or 

view items from the ASSDF website (QR Code above on the upper 

right), you will no longer receive these notices/updates.  

 

The ASSDF thanks you in advance for your assistance in this. 

 

Where are your special events? 
 

Please notify The Modern Square Editor of your clubôs special events  

with all pertinent information included. The sooner that all information 

is provided, the earlier the listing will appear. 

 

Further info/flyers, are at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  

mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


      
 

To visit the ASSDF website, you can either scan the QR code above, 

or take your favorite browser to https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


National Square Dance ConventionÈ (NSDC) 
 
 

      

 

2026 - June 24-27, 2026                  75th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Waco, Texas 

2027 - June 23-26, 2027                  76th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Loveland, Colorado 

2028 - June 28 to July 1, 2028        77th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Daytona Beach, Florida 

2028 - June 27-30, 2029                  78th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          To Be Announced 
    
Registration Forms for the next NSDC are elsewhere in this issue. The 

costs INCREASE (and no refunds) on May 1 before the next NSDC. 

Links to upcoming NSDC websites are located at https://nsdcnec.com  

 

National Squares e-Magazine is published from August through May  

in the interest of the NSDC, by the host city of the upcoming NSDC.  

Go to https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ for links to  

thumbnails of the last 10 issues; then click on the desired issue(s) to 

view, or download and print the PDF file(s). Topics covered include 

Registration/Housing/RV Camping, Callers School (held prior to the 

NSDC), badges/ribbons, Solo/Single Dancers (unmarried or without a 

dance partner), Program Books/Daily Schedules (individual and total), 

Souveniers, Vendors, Dance Facilities Map, Wednesday Night Dinner 

And Show, Trail-End Dances, Group Exhibitions, Workshops, Tours, 

Pre/Post Convention Events, Restaurants, Travel Options, Places To 

Visit, Various NSDC Committees, Upcoming NSDC Info, Mobility 

Scooters, First Aid, Educational Forums, Fashion Show, Showcase Of 

Ideas, Sew And Save, General Info, Ceremonies, Ads, and much more.   
 

https://nsdcnec.com/
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/


    



         
For those new dancers who have just graduated from class, or for 

those going to graduate from class soon, the ASSDF has prepared a 

New Dancers Manual. It includes General Guidelines, Resources 

And Websites, The Ten Commandments Of Square Dancing, a list 

of ASSDF Clubs, plus a QR code and links to the ASSDF website. 

 

It's a 7 page PDF file, downloadable from the Resources page on the 

ASSDF website (https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources), 

that you can print out for your new graduates, or you can give these to 

recent graduates. They are sure to appreciate this info. Note that some 

of the clubs noted may no longer be dancing, or part of the ASSDF.     
 
 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources


Thirty-five years ago, on Feb. 7, 1991, Act 93 made Square Dancing 

the official state dance of Arkansas. 

 

Want to commemorate the square dance tradition with a T-shirt?? See 

either Mike or Lanita Hammett for info. The shirts are actually royal 

blue, and are $15 each for S through XL, and $17 for 2XL through 

4XL. Email to lnthmmtt13@gmail.com or call (501) 889-4679. 

 

This would be a perfect travel T-shirt  to wear at the Mount Nebo 

Spring Fling this month, or at other square dances and festivals, 

where casual attire is allowed. 

 

     

mailto:lnthmmtt13@gmail.com


  



  



  
 
Note: The final free lesson is on Thursday, April 3, 2026. 





 



 
Upcoming 2026 dance dates are April 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, 
Aug. 11, Sep. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10, and Dec. 8, 2026.  Contact 
Nelda Eaton for more info.   





 



 





 



 





  



 





 





 





 



    











 






