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THE MODERN  SQUARE 
 

                    January 2025, Volume 64, Number 1 
 

 
The Modern Square is the official monthly publication of the ASSDF 

(Arkansas State Square Dance Federation), in e-Edition only. If you 

enjoy the free e-Edition, please consider making a $5 donation to the 
ASSDF to help with the yearly website expenses. 

 

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

  
Please send any club reports, photos, or questions about The Modern 

Square (including e-Edition notifications, ad copy, or for the ASSDF 

website) to Daryl Stout, Editor/Webmaster/Circulation Chairman, via 
email to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com – other contact info for the 

Editor, and the ASSDF Officers is elsewhere in this issue.  

 
 

 

Policies:  

 
1.  All items are now due on the Editor’s Desk no later than 3pm Central Time, 

on the Sunday after the last Saturday of the month, before the month of issue. 

2.  There is no word limit on club reports. Minor editing is done for grammar,  

 punctuation, typos, and continuity. 

3.  Letters to the Editor must be signed. Names will be omitted upon request.   
4.  Non-commercial ads that are submitted to promote dance events within the 

Federation area are accepted only from ASSDF  clubs, organizations,  and 

their Callers, and Cuers. 
 

Advertisements : 

 

All Special Dance flyers are FREE, but ads for one’s business/job, or 

other personal ads, are $10 per month, or $60 per year. In other words, 
if you buy a year’s worth of ads, it’s like you’ll get six months free!! 

 
Advance Payment is required to the ASSDF Treasurer, before the ad 

will run. All flyer and ad copy should be sent to the Editor before the 

deadline that is noted above. Please be sure that all of the information 
in the flyer, ads, etc., are correct before submission for publication.   

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
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If you’d like to give back to this wonderful 
hobby, and serve as an ASSDF officer, 

please contact any ASSDF Board member. 

A photo of the 2025 ASSDF Officers can 
be found elsewhere in this issue. 

      2025 Fall Festival 

Mike & Lanita Hammett 
1533 Highway 300 

Houston, AR 72070-8307 

(501) 889-4679 

lnthmmtt13@gmail.com  
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President’s Message 

 

 
Happy New Year, Square dancers, 

 

We hope you had a very Merry Christmas, and are excited about the 
upcoming new year. As always, we want you to remember to check 

out the newsletter for ways to keep your new year’s resolutions to 

dance more in 2025. There are multiple opportunities to start the year 
off right. 

 
In addition to your local clubs, we have a few special dances this 

month. If you’re in central Arkansas, The Three Amigos (Joey 

Duhamel, Phil Moorehouse, and Gene Gancarczyk) “Yellowrocks 
Alive in 2025” Dance, will take place on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, at 

American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane, in Mabelvale. On Jan. 

11, in the southwest district of the ASSDF, the Southern Swingers 
will host a special dance with caller Ken Burke, at Promenade Hall in 

Bossier City, Louisiana. In the northern district, the Twirling 
Funtimers will host their “Think Out Of The Box Pie Dance” with 

caller Ken Jarman on Jan. 15 (a flier is elsewhere in this issue, and on 

the ASSDF website). There are likely others, but that’s what’s on the 
calendar, currently. 

 

Remember, if you’re heading to visit another club in the state, take 
your Arkansas Traveler Badge sheet with you, to get signatures of 

the various clubs at their dances. We keep ours in our glove box, so we 

never forget to bring it along. 🚗  

 

There are some ongoing lessons currently, but the Maverick Mixers 
are having an Open House on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, from 6:30pm 



to 8:30pm. It will be an every Saturday event, with dances to follow on 
the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Saturdays. So, let your friends and fellow “angels” 

know. 
 

Speaking of open houses, the Arky Cloggers will have an Open 

House at the Blue Belles and Beaus, on Jan. 2, 2025, from 5pm to 
7pm. Kim tried it out last February, and it’s loads of fun and good 

exercise – both for the body and the mind. Everyone is welcome, and 

if you have old tap shoes, bring them. If you don’t, maybe wear shoes 
that will slide a little and are comfortable…Lanita is a great teacher!! 

 
As we step into 2025, we hope you can look back fondly on 2024, and 

the memories you were able to make square dancing with your friends 

in the ASSDF, and around the country. We look forward to making 
memories with you around Arkansas, and at the 74th National Square 

Dance Convention in Shreveport, Louisiana, June 25-28, 2025. 

 
Happy New Year, y’all!! 

 

Tom and Kim Fox, ASSDF President, 2024 

                 
Here’s a look at the new ASSDF Banner, created by Nancy Cates-
Finney. Many thanks to Nancy for a job well done!! 

 

       

 



Square/Round Dance Social Media/Websites: 
 

 

Here are club Facebook pages (search for the groups), plus websites 
for square and round dance clubs, organizations, callers, and cuers. A 

full file with links is at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com under 
Resources. If you, your club, or organization isn’t listed below, please 

send an email to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com with the info. 

 
Arkansas Clubs, Callers, and Cuers On Facebook: 

 

Arkansas’ Fall Festival, Arkansas State Square Dance Federation, Blue 
Belles and Beaus, Guys N Dolls, Heber Springers Square Dance Club,  

Levi’s And Lace, Maverick Mixers, Pioneers, Square Dancing With 
Jay King (River City Squares), Southern Swingers, Star Steppers, The 

Three Amigos, Twirling Funtimers, and the Twirling Lariats. 

 
Square/Round Dance Clubs/Organizations Websites: 

 

Callerlab, Roundalab, National Square Dance Convention ®, East 
Texas Square and Round Dance Association (ETSRDA), Rebel 

Rousers (Dallas, TX), Alliance of Round, Traditional, and Square 
Dance, Heart of America Single Square Dancers Association 

(HASSDA), & Texas Association of Single Square Dancers (TASSD). 

 
Caller and Cuer Websites:  

 

Nelda Eaton 
 

To download the FREE e-Edition, you can go to the ASSDF website 
at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square  

 

The full e-Edition has full color on pictures/ads. The compact version 
is without these for those on limited data plans. Photos are from club 

Facebook groups, or sent in, and all these are in a separate PDF file 

for download (it can be rather large). Unless noted within ads, all the 
E-Edition links are clickable. Please let the Editor know if your email 

changes; or you won’t get club updates (special dances, cancellations, 
changes), Modern Square releases, etc., if the email is returned as 

“undeliverable” (over quota mailbox, bad email address, etc.). 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square


 

From The Editor 
 

 

 

We start 2025 on a sad note, with word of the folding of the Swingin’ 

Cavaliers in Charleston, Arkansas. Anita Vandergriff and Ron Keeling 

were the callers, and they danced in the showroom at Hug Chevrolet in 
Charleston. They’ll dance with Jay King and the River City Squares in 

Fort Smith.  

 
On a brighter note, we welcome a new slate of ASSDF officers. The 

main changes are that Mike and Lanita Hammett are the new Treasurers, 
with Mike and Ellen Glover Lewis as our new Publicity Chairpersons. 

A photo of the 2025 ASSDF Officers is elsewhere in this issue. 

 
Mike and Lanita are also chairpersons for the 2025 ASSDF Diamond 

Anniversary 75th Fall Festival to be in White Hall, Oct. 9-11, 2025. A 

preliminary flyer is elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website 
at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events. More details will be 

in The Modern Square, and the ASSDF website as soon as possible. 
 

Also, please see the Special Events Calendar elsewhere in this issue 

for upcoming special dances inside and outside Arkansas…and don’t 
forget to have your Arkansas Traveler Badge form signed at these 

dances; a link is at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources, as 

well as elsewhere in this issue. 
 

We hope everyone had a happy holiday season, and we hope that you 
can join us for The Three Amigos Yellowrocks Alive In 2025 to start 

the new year off right, with Phil Moorehouse, Gene Gancarczyk, and 

Joey Duhamel, at American Legion Post 128 in Mabelvale (Little Rock) 
on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025. To cap off President’s Day Weekend, 

National Caller Jet Robers will call a special dance in Sheridan, on 

Monday, Feb. 17, 2025. See the flyers for these dances elsewhere in this 
issue, and at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events. 

 

 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


With Arkansas heading into the heart of winter, many folks are dealing 
with both illness and weather concerns at times. If you’ve been ill, feel 

ill on a dance night, or if winter weather or severe weather is an issue, 
please stay home; and please call before you travel, in case of any last-

minute dance changes or cancellations. Be sure to check the websites of 

https://www.idrivearkansas.com and https://www.weather.gov/lzk, for  
updates on road conditions, construction zones, and closures…as well 

as the National Weather Service in Little Rock, Arkansas, for the latest 

watches, warnings, advisories, and forecasts. If traveling during winter 
weather, please have a winter weather survival kit with you, in case you 

become stranded. 
 

Many dancers from Arkansas and elsewhere are continuing work for the 

74th National Square Dance Convention ® set for June 25-28, 2025, 
in Shreveport. You can find several ads elsewhere in this issue, as well 

as information for National Squares Online, located on the next page. 

 
The Special Dance Photos for most of the month of December, 2024, 

downloadable at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-
square, were from the emails, Facebook pages, plus the club and special 

dances from the Pioneers, Southern Swingers, Heber Springers, 

Twirling Lariats, Bluebird Squares, Levi’s And Lace, River City 
Squares, and from the Maverick Mixers.  

 

Many thanks go to Tom and Kim Fox, Becky Hestand, Carole Baker, 
Carolyn Birdsong, Eva Himes Keeling, Phyllis Keeney, Lanita Pettey 

Hammett, Ginny Short, Jody King, and Elaine Cox, for the club and 
special dance photos, and info for the various club reports. On some of 

the ASSDF club Facebook pages, you’ll also find videos from various 

dances.  
 

Please visit our Facebook page and our website for any last-minute 

changes/updates, including dances in states surrounding Arkansas, and 
contact me if you have any questions or comments.  

 
Editor’s Email: assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988  

Website: https://www.arkansassquaredance.com  
 

Daryl Stout, Editor, Webmaster, Circulation Chairman 
                            

https://www.idrivearkansas.com/
https://www.weather.gov/lzk
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square
mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/185342434341988
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


Where are your special events? 
 

Please notify The Modern Square Editor of your club’s special events  

with all pertinent information included. The sooner all information is  
provided, the earlier the listing will appear. Further info/flyers, are at  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  

 

National Square Dance Convention® (NSDC) 
 
 
      

 

2025 - June 25-28, 2025                  74th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Shreveport, Louisiana 
 

2026 - June 24-27, 2026                  75th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Waco, Texas 

2027 - June 23-26, 2027                  76th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          Loveland, Colorado 
 

2028 - June 21-24, 2028                  77th NSDC Host City: 

                                                          To Be Announced 
    

Registration Forms for the next NSDC are elsewhere in this issue. The 

costs INCREASE (and no refunds) on May 1 before the next NSDC. 
Links to upcoming NSDC websites are located at https://nsdcnec.com  

 
National Squares e-Magazine is published from August through May  

in the interest of the NSDC, by the host city of the upcoming NSDC.  

Go to https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ for links to  
thumbnails of the last 10 issues; then click on the desired issue(s) to 

view, or download and print the PDF file(s). Topics covered include 

Registration/Housing/RV Camping, Callers School (held prior to the 
NSDC), badges/ribbons, Solo/Single Dancers (unmarried or without a 

dance partner), Program Books/Daily Schedules (individual and total), 
Souveniers, Vendors, Dance Facilities Map, Wednesday Night Dinner 

And Show, Trail-End Dances, Group Exhibitions, Workshops, Tours, 

Pre/Post Convention Events, Restaurants, Travel Options, Places To 
Visit, Various NSDC Committees, Upcoming NSDC Info, Mobility 

Scooters, First Aid, Educational Forums, Fashion Show, Showcase Of 

Ideas, Sew And Save, General Info, Ceremonies, Ads, and much more.  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events
https://nsdcnec.com/
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/


    



Here are your 2025 ASSDF Officers -- Please thank them for serving! 



     
   Download this at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources                    

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources








 

Visit the USDA website located at https://www.usda.org/Youth.php to 
download the scholarship application form, the affiliate nomination 

form, and the Scholarship Donation form. The deadline is Feb. 1. 

https://www.usda.org/Youth.php


 



       Special Dances/Festivals 
 

Please call before traveling, to check for last-minute dance/festival 
cancellations…especially around the holidays. If you’re feeling ill, or 

if bad weather’s an issue, please stay home. Info on Club Contacts, 

plus Callers and Cuers are elsewhere in this issue. Please support 
your ASSDF clubs with a visit to them!!  

 

The listings of dances/festivals are with the ASSDF Clubs first,  
then the out of state dances/festivals in states close to Arkansas  

(Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas,  
Oklahoma, and Kansas). Take note that the National Square 

Dance Convention ® (NSDC) events are always listed, no matter 
what state it’s located in.  

 
Please send flyers on out of state dances and festivals to the 

Editor at assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com  
 

Flyers not yet on the ASSDF website will be placed there as 
soon as possible; and will be noted here, once they’re online. 

Website URLs, if known, are noted with the dance listing. You 
can also find this info on the ASSDF website at 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events  
 

     ASSDF Club Special Dances 
 

JANUARY 2025  

 

Jan. 1, 2025 – The Twirling Funtimers are DARK tonight. 
 

Jan. 3, 2025 – The Twirling Lariats are DARK tonight. 
 

Jan. 4, 2025 – The Three Amigos Yellowrocks Alive in 2025 

Dance. American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann 

Road and Leah Lane), Little Rock, AR. Dance at 7pm. Callers: 

mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/events


Joey Duhamel, Phil Moorehouse, and Gene Gancarczyk. See the 
flyer elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website for 

more info. 
 

Jan. 11, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 
Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Ken Burke.  

 
Jan. 15, 2025 – Twirling Funtimers Think Out Of The Box 

Pie Dance. Lloyd Travis Municipal Center, 14 Skyles Lane, 
Lakeview, AR. Dance at 6pm. Caller: Ken Jarman. See the flyer 

elsewhere in this issue, and on the ASSDF website for more 
info. 

 
Jan. 20, 2025 – Pioneers Inauguration Dance, Ramada Inn, 

1127 Highway 62 East, Mountain Home, AR. Dance at 6:30pm. 
Caller: Roy Hestand. 

 

FEB R UARY 2025  

 

Feb. 8, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 

Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Joey 
Duhamel. 

 
Feb. 17, 2025 – Stars And Stripes Special Dance, Sheridan 

Parks and Recreation Center, 1511 Rose Street, Sheridan, AR. 
Caller: Jet Roberts. See the flyer in the full e-Edition and on the 

ASSDF website for more info. 
 

Feb. 17, 2025 – Pioneers Valentine’s Dance, Ramada Inn, 
1127 Highway 62 East, Mountain Home, AR. Dance at 6:30pm. 

Caller: Roy Hestand. 

                               
 



MARCH 2025  

 

March 8, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, 
Promenade Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: 

Phil Moorehouse. 
 

March 17, 2025 – Pioneers St. Patrick’s Day Dance, Ramada 
Inn, 1127 Highway 62 East, Mountain Home, AR. Dance at 

6:30pm. Caller: Roy Hestand. 
 

March 19, 2025 – Twirling Funtimers “An Irish Washer 

Woman’s Dance” Lloyd Travis Municipal Building, 14 Skyles 

Lane, Lakeview, AR. Dance at 6pm. Guest Caller: Tim Tyl 
 

APRIL 2025  

 

April 12, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, 
Promenade Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: 

Ken Burke.  
 

MAY 2025  

 

May 10, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 
Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Tim Tyl. 

 
May 21, 2025 – Twirling Funtimers Special Dance, Lloyd 

Travis Municipal Building, 14 Skyles Lane, Lakeview, AR. 
Dance at 6pm. Guest Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

 
May 26, 2025 – The Pioneers and Star Steppers are DARK 

tonight. 
 

JULY 2025  

 

July 4, 2025 – The Twirling Lariats are DARK tonight. 



July 12, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 
Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Tim Tyl.  

 
July 16, 2025 – Twirling Funtimers Special Dance, Lloyd 

Travis Municipal Building, 14 Skyles Lane, Lakeview, AR. 
Dance at 6pm. Guest Caller: Tim Tyl 

 

AUGUST 2025  

 

Aug. 9, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 

Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Mike 
Bramlett.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2025  

 

Sep. 1, 2025 – The Pioneers are DARK tonight. 

 

Sep. 13, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 

Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Tim Tyl.  
 

OCTOBER 202 5 

 

Oct. 9-11, 2025 – 75th ASSDF Diamond Jamboree Fall 

Festival, White Hall, AR. Sponsored by the Maverick Mixers. 

Trail-End Dance Thursday, Oct. 9. Friday Night (Oct. 10) 
Caller: Justin Russell. Saturday Night (Oct. 11) Caller: Charlie 

Robertson. See the flyer elsewhere in this issue, and on the 
ASSDF website for more info. Further details to follow as soon 

as possible. 
 

Oct. 10, 2025 – The Heber Springers and Levi’s And Lace are 
DARK tonight. 

 
Oct. 11, 2025 – The Maverick Mixers are DARK tonight. 

 



Oct. 24, 2025 – Heber Springers Dan Nordbye Halloween 

Special. Rosebud Community Center, 5916 Highway 36 West. 

Dance at 7pm. Guest Caller: Dan Nordbye. 
 

NOVEMBER 2025  

 

Nov. 8, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 
Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Tim Tyl.  

 

DECEMBER 2025  

 

Dec. 13, 2025 – Southern Swingers Special Dance, Promenade 

Hall, 5400 Benton Road, Bossier City, LA. Caller: Joey 
Duhamel.  

 

  Special Dances/Festivals Outside Arkansas 
 

  JANUARY 2025   

 

Jan. 2, 2025 – Lagniappe Dance, Glenwood (Gilmer, TX). 
Caller: Ken Burke. See the flyer on the ASSDF website for 

more info. 
 

Jan. 2, 2025 – Roadrunners New Years Dance, Fort Worth, 
TX. Caller: Tim Tyl. See the flyer on the ASSDF website for 

more info. 
 

Jan. 3, 2025 – Texas Reelers Come Dance With An Angel 

Dance, Richardson, TX. Callers: Jon Jones and Deborah Carroll-

Jones. Cuers: Chris and Maria Farabaugh. See the flyer on the 
ASSDF website for more info. 

 
Jan. 3, 2025 – Kissin’ Kuzzins Celebrate 2025 Dance, 

Garland, TX. Caller: Mike Bramlett. See the flyer on the ASSDF 

website for more info. 



Jan. 3, 2025 – T-Square Gadabouts New Years Dance, Fort 
Worth, TX. Caller: Vernon Jones. Cuer: Jan Toms. See the flyer 

on the ASSDF website for more info. 
 

Jan. 4, 2025 – Log Cabin Squares Pajama Party Dance, Tool, 
TX. Caller: Tim Tyl. Cuer: David Berling. See the flyer on the 

ASSDF website for more info. 
 

Jan. 4, 2025 – Circle 8 Square Dance Club Winter 

Wonderlands Dance, Fort Worth, TX. Guest Caller: Al Frazier. 

Club Caller: Melvin Luttrell. Guest Cuer: Walter Brewer. See 
the flyer on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

Jan. 4, 2025 – Western Twirlers Cocoa and Cookies Dance, 

Joplin, MO. Caller: Jay Wright 
 

Jan. 18, 2025 – Western Twirlers George Jones Tribute 

Dance, Joplin, MO. Caller: Jay Wright 

 

Jan. 18, 2025 – Log Cabin Swingers Mid-January Dance, 

Tool, TX. Callers: Jon Jones and Deborah Carroll-Jones. Cuer: 
David Berling 

 

Jan. 24-25, 2025 – 13th Annual General Butler Bash Plus And 

Advanced Square and Round Dance Weekend, Center For 
Rural Development Convention Center, Somerset, KY. Callers: 

Jack Pladdys, Travis Cook, Tom Davis. Guest Caller: Tony 
Oxendine. Cuer: Elaine Wintrow. See the flyer on the ASSDF 

website for more info, or go to 
https://www.generalbutlerbash.com 

 
Jan. 30, 2025 – Recyles 5th Thursday Special, Tulsa, OK. 

Callers: Bobby Willis and Monty Hackler. See the flyer on the 
ASSDF website for more info. 

 
Jan. 31, 2025 – Triangle Squares 50 Years Of Memories 

Dance, Fort Worth, TX. Callers: Toby Thomason and Deborah 

https://www.generalbutlerbash.com/


Carroll-Jones. Cuer: Jan Toms. See the flyer on the ASSDF 

website for more info. 

 

MARCH 2025  

 

March 14-15, 2025 – 51st Annual Texas Association Of Single 

Square Dancers (TASSD) Round-Up, Waco, TX. Caller: Tim 
Tyl. Cuers: Marilyn and Jerral Waguespack. See the flyer on the 

ASSDF website for more info, or go to https://tassd.org  
 

March 20-22, 2025 – 75th National Square Dance Convention 

® Pre-Convention Spectacular, Waco, TX. Trail End Dance 

Thursday – Callers: Chet Miles and Dale Smith. Main Dance 
Friday and Saturday – Callers: Tony Oxendine, Charlie 

Robertson, and Vernon Jones. BBQ Dinner prior to Friday 
evening dance. See the flyer on the ASSDF website for more 

info. 
 

March 28-29, 2025 -- East Texas Square And Round Dance 

Association (ETSRDA) Diamond Jubilee Spring Festival, 

Marshall, TX. Caller: Tim Tyl. Cuers: Fred and Linda Ayres. 
See the flyer on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 
March 28-29, 2025 – 72nd Heart Of America Federation 

Festival, Independence, MO. Caller: Jet Roberts. See the flyer 
on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

  JUNE 2025  

 

June 12-15, 2025 – 63rd Annual Texas State Federation 

Promenade To Friendship Festival, Temple, TX. See the flyer 
on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

June 25-28, 2025 – 74th National Square Dance Convention  

®, Shreveport, Louisiana. A Registration Form is elsewhere in 
this issue, on the ASSDF website, and at https://74thnsdc.com  

https://tassd.org/
https://74thnsdc.com/


  AUGUST  2025  

 

Aug. 28-31, 2025 – 29th Annual Weekend In Paris, Paris, TX. 
Callers: Darryl Lipscomb, Tony Oxendine, Buddy Weaver, Tim 

Tyl, and Jet Roberts. Cuers: David and Jan Toms. See the flyer 
on the ASSDF website for more info. 

 

  JUNE 2026  

 

June 24-27, 2026 – 75th National Square Dance Convention  

®, Waco, Texas. More info, as well as an Early Bird 
Registration Form are at https://75nsdctx.com/   

 

  JUNE 202 7 

 

June 23-26, 2027 – 76th National Square Dance Convention  

®, Loveland, Colorado. More info, as well as an Early Bird 
Registration Form are at https://76nsdc.com  

 

                             Club Reports 
 

Bluebird Squares 
 

My prayer in 2025, is for all the square dancers to have good health 

and to keep on square dancing! May God Bless all of us in the new 
year! 

 

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas! I know I've prepared 
for my family to come out to my house for several months, and it’s all 

finished in like three hours! Nothing left but wrapping paper and dirty 
dishes! Lol! And oh, I did get some great presents! 

 

We made a big switch for the Bluebird Squares' Santa and His Elf 
Dance on December 21st; it was Santa and HER Elf this time! Phil 

walked out when I was calling "Mary, Did You Know?" -- it was kind 

https://75nsdctx.com/
https://76nsdc.com/


of hard to call while I was laughing, so I had to stop the song! He was 
a sight to see in his Elf outfit...and yes, he did have red/green tights on! 

He’s such a great sport!  
 

We had a great group and great time! A 6 quart slow cooker full of my 

taco soup was gone early! I'll have to fix TWO 6 quart slow cookers 
full next Christmas Dance! We square danced to Christmas music and 

line danced in between. Everyone had fun learning “A Bar Song” 

(Tipsy) by Shaboozey. Easy dance, but fast paced!  
 

The funniest tips were Phil called "Grandma Got Run Over By a 
Reindeer", and mine was, "Let it Snow" became "Winter Sucks!" 

Tommy Ward passed out Christmas tins full of his homemade candy. 

Delicious! We had a great time singing the redneck Twelve Days of 
Christmas. Thanks to everyone that came! Thanks to Tommy for the 

candy! And a special thanks to my Elf Phil Moorehouse! All of ya'll 

are so AWESOME!  
 

Ginny Short posted pics on Facebook of a Santa and His Elf Dance in 
2017. I knew from the outfit I was wearing, that was the second year 

we did that dance. The first year, I had attached Christmas bulbs to the 

hem of the elf dress and even wore some elf shoes. So, I've been 
wrong, Ginny came up with the idea in 2016; my first year as a caller 

and the first Christmas without Bill Strawn. So, the dance on the 21st 

was actually the ninth year! That means the one on December 20th of 
2025 will be the TENTH Christmas Dance! Pictures from this year’s 

dance are in the Special Dances e-Edition. 
 

I’ve been asked by Tony, one of the top volunteers at my church, to be 

the speaker at one of our church groups on Jan. 29th. It’s called 
ROMEO; Retired Old Men Eating Out! My dad even belonged to it, 

and he has been gone 18 years! I’m going to have lunch with them, 

speak about the history of square dancing, and sing some square dance 
music. I can handle that!  

 
Every time I see Tony, he's added something else! He told me to wear 

one of my "little outfits" (that’s what he called it too!)...and, I was 

actually planning to anyway! (Ya’ll know it’s got to be something 
special for me to put a dress on!). When I saw him a few days ago, he 

wants me to try and talk some of them into getting up and teaching 

them a square dance. That will be interesting: Will they want to hold 



hands with each other? Lol! I know many of the men and they are 
coming up to me, and saying they’re looking forward to it! My guess 

is, Tony hasn't told them I expect them to learn to square dance! It’s 
going to be fun! 

 

My bird feeders have been VERY busy! I'm filling up my Birdfy (with 
the camera) twice a day with shelled peanuts and dried mealworms. 

I'm getting well over 200 videos a day! Maybe even 300! The most 

popular bird food on my backyard feeder is the suet dough. I’ve had 
umbrellas on both feeders because of the rain but have taken them off 

just today (Dec. 29). The beautiful Bluebirds even eat the suet dough. 
And, I am even being visited again by the amazing (and huge) Pileated 

Woodpecker! He will eat from all of the bird foods I have, except for 

the sunflower seeds. My friends on Facebook know that I post 
THOUSANDS of bird pics/videos! I have worked for 30 years to 

make my yard bird friendly, and it is paying off! 

 
Here’s to fun dancing in 2025! 

 

Carolyn Birdsong 
 

Levi's And Lace 
 

We hope everyone had a good holiday. A couple of photos from our 

Dec. 13 dance are in the Special Dances e-Edition.  
 

Our own Gene Gancarczyk will join fellow callers Phil Moorehouse 
and Joey Duhamel at The Three Amigos Yellowrocks Alive in 2025 

dance in Little Rock on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025 -- we hope to see you 

there. 
 

Phyllis Keeney 
 

Maverick Mixers 
 

The holidays are a spirit of thanks, and in early December, our own 
Lanita Hammett presented a $370 check to Wes Hilton at the Ronald 

McDonald House, from donations collected at our Giving 
ThanksGiving Back Dance. 

 



We had over a square at our Ho Ho Ho Hoedown dance, with a six 
couple square on one tip. At our end of year dance, we had a small 

group, but we had fun! Black eyed peas, hog jowl and cornbread for 
luck and prosperity. Sparkling cider toasts and horns at an early New 

Year's Eve celebration. Bonnie Wingo and Johnny Cole from Fort 

Smith came. We had a visitor, Lindsey Davis, from Kansas City came 
for a visit too.  We presented him with a Maverick Mixers out of state 

dangle. Pictures from both these dances are in the Special Dances e-

Edition. 
 

Our own Phil Moorehouse, and Bluebird Squares caller Carolyn 
Birdsong, switched roles this year for the Bluebird Squares Santa and 

his elf dance...see their club report for details, and the Special Dances 

e-Edition for photos. 
 

With storms to end 2024, and colder air to start 2025, to paraphrase the 

song "the weather outside is frightful, but dancing is so delightful", 
and it will be, as our own Phil Moorehouse will join fellow callers 

Gene Gancarczyk of the Levi's and Lace, and Joey Duhamel of the 
Twirling Lariats and the Southern Swingers, for "The Three Amigos 

Yellowrocks Alive in 2025" on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, at our regular 

dance place, American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road 
and Leah Lane). See the flyer elsewhere in this issue, and on the 

ASSDF website for more details. 

 
We'll be having an Open House on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, from 

6:30pm to 8:30pm...with dancing to follow every 2nd, 4th, and 5th 
Saturday. For details, please call or text Lanita Pettey Hammett at 

(501) 889-4679. 

 
Be sure to check our Facebook page, or call for any updates on last-

minute changes and cancellations. 

 

Daryl Stout 
 

Pioneers 
 

There was balloon-acy at the Pioneers Square Dance Graduation in 
2024. Also, there was a square dance party in Searcy, with over 100 

young people. Photos of both of these events are in the Special Dances 

e-Edition, with videos on our Facebook page. 



Roy had foot surgery on Dec. 20, and he was unable to put weight on 
it for 2 weeks. We took a break until January 6th to give him time to 

heal and to enjoy the holidays. We hope that everyone had a Happy 
Holiday season. 

 

Becky Hestand 
 

River City Squares 
 
At our Dec 17th Christmas Party, I only took pictures during one tip, 

and I failed to include everyone that was there. My sincere apologies 

for that. We had 3 and one half squares there, and had a Very Merry 
Christmas Dance...and Lots of Yummy Refreshments! Thanks to all of 

you. Several photos are in the Special Dances e-Edition. 
 

Jody King  
 

Southern Swingers 
 

Several dancers were at the Dec. 7 fundraising dance for the 74th 
National Square Dance Convention (R) in Bossier City...with calling 

by Tim Tyl, Phil Moorehouse, and our own Joey Duhamel...with 
round dancing cued by Fred and Linda Ayres. Several photos are in 

the Special Dances e-Edition. There was a total of 44 dancers and it 

raised $1,048 for the 74th NSDC.  
 

At our Dec. 14 Christmas Dance, there were several squares, plus we 

collected lots of toys for The Goldman School at the Arc, and paper 
products for Woody’s Home for Vetarans. Several photos are in the 

Special Dances e-Edition. 
 

We are starting lessons on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, at our regular dance 

place, at Promenade Hall, 5400 Benton Road (Highway 3, just south of 
the Kingstron Road intersection) in Bossier City, LA. See the flyer on 

the ASSDF website under New Dancers for more info. Dancers will 

be ready to dance at the 74th NSDC in Shreveport this June. 
 

Carole Baker 
 



Swingin' Cavaliers 
 
For personal reasons, Anita Vandergriff and Ron Keeling decided to 

close the club.  

 
We all plan to keep dancing, so we hope to see you all on the dance 

floor somewhere. We encourage you all to dance with Jay King in Fort 

Smith as most of you do now. I will be dancing there as soon as my 
knee is healed.  

 
We want to thank all the square dancers who have supported the 

Swinging Cavaliers at Hug Chevrolet in Charleston, Arkansas. We are 

grateful to Hug Chevrolet for allowing us to dance in their showroom. 
They have been great supporters.  

 

Keep dancing, and we hope to see you at the nationals this year in 
June.      

 

Eva Himes Keeling 
 

Twirling Lariats 
 

We had over 2 dozen people at our Christmas Party and Dirty Santa 

Dance on Dec. 20...with at most times, 3 squares on the floor. Our own 
Joey Duhamel called a great dance. Several photos are in the Special 

Dances e-Edition, with some videos on our Facebook page. 
 

We hope everyone had a great holiday season, and want to remind 

folks that we'll be DARK on Friday, Jan. 3, in advance of The Three 
Amigos Yellowrocks Alive in 2025 dance on Saturday, Jan. 4, at our 

regular dance place, American Legion Post 128, at 9925 Leah Lane 

(Mann Road and Leah Lane) in Mabelvale (Little Rock). Our own 
Joey Duhamel will join fellow callers Phil Moorehouse and Gene 

Gancarczyk for a great way to start the new year off...square dancing!! 
See the flyer in the full e-Edition, and on the ASSDF website for more 

details. 

 

Roger Garner 

 



Is your club planning on doing New Dancer Lessons soon?? If 
so, please email the class info at least a month before the classes 

begin, to assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com – the info will be at 
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/new-dancers on the  

ASSDF website, and in The Modern Square. 
 

Info needed is the date, time, location, caller/cuer/instructor, plus 
a contact person for info. These can be square dancing, round 

dancing, line dancing, or clogging. A dance partner is normally 
not required, but check with the contact person noted to be sure. 

 
Go to https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/resources for a link 

on how to get youth involved in square dancing…and for a link 
to promotional videos, that can be customized for your club, 

or organization website, to introduce people to square dancing. 
 

** 
 

The Arky Cloggers will have an Open House at the Blue Belles 

and Beaus Jan. 2, 2025 dance. See the flyer on the ASSDF 

website for more info. They will also be doing an Open House 
in Conway on Jan. 7, 2025. For more info, call or text Lanita 

Pettey Hammett at (501) 889-4679. 
 

The Southern Swingers will be starting Lessons on Jan. 14, 
2025. See the flyer on the ASSDF website for more info. For 

more info, see their Facebook page, or send an email to 
sssquaredance@gmail.com  

 
The Maverick Mixers will have an Open House starting on 

Saturday, Jan. 15, 2025, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm, with dances 
following on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Saturdays. For more info, call or 

text Lanita Pettey Hammett at (501) 889-4679. 

                                 

mailto:assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com
https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/new-dancers
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mailto:sssquaredance@gmail.com


Club Director y 
 

Note that USDA Insurance for clubs is due by December 1 of 
each year, and Club ASSDF Membership Dues is due by  

January 1 of each year. Please contact the ASSDF Treasurer for  
more information. 

 
Clubs that are DARK may still be in the Google Events Calendar  

on the ASSDF website (https://www.arkansassquaredance.com), 
but call before traveling to see if they’re dancing that evening. 

 
Note that clubs that are DANCING may have to cancel a regular  

dance, or change the dance days, times, and locations, at the last  
minute, or during certain times of the year, for various reasons.  

 
Again, please call before you travel to avoid making the trip for  

nothing. And, if you feel ill, or if bad weather is an issue on a  
dance night, please stay home. 

 
Please advise the Editor if info for the clubs noted, or for the info  

in the Callers And Cuers section (following this listing), is  
wrong; or if your club is changing their dance dates, times,  

locations, etc.  
 

Lastly, check with the caller, cuer, or club contact for the dance  
level, if the club has a pre-dance workshop, admission cost, and  

if the club is “couples only” or welcomes singles (not married, or  
without a dance partner). 

 

Benton 

 
Bluebird Squares – 3rd Saturday, 7pm   DANCING 

Saline County Fairgrounds, 406 Fairfield Road (Exit 116 & I-30) 

Caller: Carolyn Birdsong 
Contact: Carolyn Birdsong, 28912 Bandy Road, Little Rock, AR  

72223   (501) 813-7239 

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/


Fort Smith 

 
River City Squares – Tuesday, 6:30pm    DANCING 

Fort Smith Senior Center, 2700 Cavanaugh Road 
Caller: Jay King 

Contact: Jay King, 1402 North 12th Street, Van Buren, AR  
72956    (479) 474-8500  

 

Hot Springs 

 
Levi’s And Lace – 2nd and 4th Friday, 7pm   DANCING 

Lake Hamilton Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 2891 Airport  

Road 
Caller: Gene Gancarczyk 

Contact: Ted and Phyllis Keeney, 1807 Nubbin Ridge Road,  
Royal, AR 71968   (501) 991-3292 

 

Judsonia 

 
Blue Belles And Beaus – 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday, 7pm    
DANCING 

Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson Street 
Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

Contact: Robert and Cheryl Shaver, 146 Opie Road, Bald Knob,  
AR 72010   (501) 724-3930 

 

Lakeview 

 
Twirling Funtimers – Wednesday, 6pm to 8:30pm   DANCING 

Mainstream/Plus, with Round Dance Phases 1, 2, and 3 

Lloyd Travis Municipal Building, 14 Skyles Lane -- $7 per 
person (Special Dances on 3rd Wednesday) 

Callers: Donna Gellenbeck and Ken Jarman 
Cuer: Marge Sherrill 

Contact: Anieta England (870) 449-5135 
 



Little Rock (Mabelvale) 

 

Twirling Lariats – 1st, 3rd, and selected 5th Friday, 7:30pm    
DANCING  

American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and  
Leah Lane) -- $7 per person 

Caller: Joey Duhamel 
Contact: Clifton Taylor and Carolyn Cullins, 9027 Highway 5  

North, Alexander, AR 72002   (501) 847-2157  
 

Maverick Mixers – 2nd, 4th, and selected 5th Saturday, 7pm    
DANCING 

Mainstream with announced Plus 
American Legion Post 128, 9925 Leah Lane (Mann Road and  

Leah Lane) -- $8 per person 
Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

Contact: Daryl Stout, P.O. Box 55655, Little Rock, AR 72215   
(501) 690-8325 

 

Mountain Home 
 

Pioneers – Monday, 6:30pm    DANCING 

Ramada Inn, 1127 Highway 62 East 

Caller: Roy Hestand 
Contact: Roy Hestand, 55 Fletcher Street, Mountain Home, AR  

72653   (870) 329-1141 
 

Rose Bud 

 
Heber Springers – 2nd and 4th Friday, 7pm     DANCING 

Rosebud Community Center, 5916 Highway 36 West 
Caller: Phil Moorehouse 

Contact: Kim Deane, 4326 Highway 92 West, Bee Branch, AR  
72013  (501) 757-2030 

 
 

 



White Hall (Pine Bluff) 

 
Star Steppers – 2nd and 4th Monday, 7pm    DANCING 

White Hall Media Center (Scout Hut), White Hall City Park, 700  
Andersen Avenue 

Caller: Phil Moorehouse 
Contact: Kathy Tankersly (870) 718-0571 

 

Bossier City, LA (Shreveport) 

 
Southern Swingers – Tuesday, 7pm (Special Dances 2nd 
Saturday)    DANCING 

Promenade Hall, 5400 Benton Road 
Caller: Joey Duhamel 

Contact: Alitia Becker, 8008 Cardigan Way, Shreveport, LA 
71129    (318) 547-9478 

Contact: Carole Becker (318) 780-3997 

 

New Boston, TX (Texarkana) 

 
Guys And Dolls – 3rd Saturday, 7pm     DANCING 

Plentiful Harvest Church, 500 North Merrill, New Boston, TX 
Caller: Nelda Eaton 

Contact: Rhonda Bailey, 111 Wood Duck Lane, Texarkana, TX  
75501   (903) 276-3422  

                                                



     Arkansas Club Callers And Cuers 
 

 
 

Birdsong, Carolyn                         King, Jay and Jody 

28912 Bandy Road                          1402 North 12th Street 

Little Rock, AR 72223                    Van Buren, AR 72956 
(501) 813-7239                                (479) 474-8500 

M: Yes                                             P/A: Rounds 1-3 
Arkansas.bluebird@yahoo.com      jayking@cox.net 

Bluebird Squares                             River City Squares 
 

Bownderville, Boyce                      Moorehouse, Phil 

(870) 530-2444                                4660 Stagecoach Road 

M/P                                                  Redfield, AR 72132 
Pistols N Petticoats                         (501) 960-4476 

                                                         M/P 
Duhamel, Joey                               philmoorehouse@aol.com  

479 Company Farm Road               Blue Belles And Beaus 

Baskin, LA 71219                           Maverick Mixers 
Cell: 870- 209-3646                        Star Steppers 

jdcalls@yahoo.com                         Heber Springers 
M/P                                                   

Twirling Lariats                              Ritter, Art 
Southern Swingers                          1213 Oak Acres Drive 

                                                        Bryant, AR 72019 
Eaton, Nelda                                  (501) 326-8003 

P.O. Box 1118                               
New Boston, TX 75570                  Vandergriff, Anita  

Home: (903) 628-2425                   8215 Tyro Road 
Cell: (903) 278-8068                      Hackett, AR 72937 

M/P                                                 (479) 274-9775 
EatonSDCaller@gmail.com          anitav@centurytel.net  

Guys And Dolls                               
                                                        

 
 

 

mailto:Arkansas.bluebird@yahoo.com
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Gancarczyk, Gene & Carolyn      Ward, Tommy 

249 Songer Lane                              347 Vineyard Street 
Pearcy, AR 71964                              Hot Springs, AR 71913 
(501) 767-6354                                  (501) 672-9403 
P                                                       tomlifetime@yahoo.com  

geneamdcarolyn@sbcglobal.net       

Levis And Lace                                White, Gordon & Susan 

                                                         6 Perfecto Place 

Gellenbeck, Donna                         Hot Springs Village, AR 
139 Dogwood Lane                          71913 

Lakeview, AR 72642                       (501) 822-0803 
(870) 620-0037                                squareup8.yolasite.com   

M/P: Yes                                          White3297@hotmail.com  
speedshots@hotmail.com                P: Yes 

Twirling Funtimers                           
                                                         Wise, Ron 

Hestand, Roy                                  4800 Highway 104 

55 Fletcher Street                             White Hall, AR 71602 

Mountain Home, AR 72653            (870) 267-0702 
(870) 329-1143                                ronwise@prodigy.net  

hestandroy@gmail.com                    
Pioneers                                            

                                                          
Jarman, Ken                                    

127 Muscovy Drive                                                           
Mountain Home, AR 72653 

(870) 404-8480 
M 

korcjarman@yahoo.com 
Twirling Funtimers 

 

Highest Calling Or Cueing Level: 

 

M – Mainstream      P – Plus       A – Advanced (A1/A2) 

1-6 – Round Dance Phase Cueing 

If Yes is noted, they are available for Special Dances 
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For the latest updates on the 74th NSDC in Shreveport, LA, you 

can view or download National Squares Online in PDF format 
at https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ and then 

click on the desired issue(s).  

https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/


The e-Edition is released on the Sunday, after the last Saturday 
of the month, prior to the month of issue. If the last Saturday of 

the month is the last day of the month, then the 1st of the month 
of the month of issue is the release date. 

 
You can download the e-Edition (full or compact)), as well as 
photos from recent Club Special Dances, at the ASSDF website,  
at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square. 
Note that a PDF viewer is required to view these files, and the  
Special Dance Photos files noted can be rather large. 

 

Club Special Dance Photos In The Last Month 
 
Please email these assdfmodernsquare@gmail.com as I want to  
give credit to the photographers for the photos, especially if they  

come from the various club Facebook groups. 
 
Due to space limitations, photo quality, or page formatting, I can’t 
use all of them sent in, or from Facebook); but you can view them (and 

videos, where available) on the various Facebook pages (including the 
ASSDF page, the Fall Festival page, and the Square Dance Events 

group). Also, note that not everyone is on Facebook.  

 
The Special Dance Photos for most of the month of December, 2024, 

downloadable at https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-
square, were from the emails, Facebook pages, plus the club and special 

dances from the Pioneers, Southern Swingers, Heber Springers, 

Twirling Lariats, Bluebird Squares, Levi’s And Lace, River City 
Squares, and from the Maverick Mixers. 

 

Many thanks go to Tom and Kim Fox, Becky Hestand, Carole Baker, 
Carolyn Birdsong, Eva Himes Keeling, Phyllis Keeney, Lanita Pettey 

Hammett, Ginny Short, Jody King, and Elaine Cox, for the club and 
special dance photos, and info for the various club reports. On some of 

the ASSDF club Facebook pages, you’ll also find videos from various 

dances.  

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/the-modern-square
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