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BOOSTER & SPOTLIGHT ADS!

Booster Ads

These ads are for personal use and not for advertising. They may
incorporate pictures and text. The size of the ad will be approximately
2 inches high by 4 inches wide and will cost $10.00 per month.

Spotlight Ads

These are full page ads that relate to Square Dancing. They are to be
used for “Spotlighting” Dancers, Callers, Cuers, or Clubs. They may
incorporate pictures and text. The cost is $15.00. There is a limit of one
Spotlight Ad per issue.

Who
= f—--T Should
N TK\(.) 5 Be In The.
& & 0) Spotlight
d Today?

G -edition XSG xtras

The Modern Square is now available ONLINE in addition to your
printed copy. The full printed issue appears with the following
XExrras:

1) Full color on all pictures and ads presented in color.

2) All pictures submitted to the Editor will be published.

3) Link available in you inbox on or about the 15" of each
month.*
In order to receive XE2-edition IESxtras you must be a paid subscriber
and (of course) we must have your email address.**

Sign up by send your email address to the Editor at
ASSDFModernSquare@gmail.com

* The arrival time of your printed version will not change.
** We will NEVER sell or give away your email address. It will only be used once a month to

forward the link for the IEZ-edition.




President’s
Message

Hello Square Dance Friends

September brings some cooler temperatures and some really
good dancing. This is the time most clubs start their classes. We hope
all of the clubs here in Arkansas have a bumper crop of students this fall.
We all need to remember no one will come unless we invite them. Every
dancer in Arkansas needs to invite someone to come look and try out
Square Dancing. This is a time of the year clubs might want to do
outside demonstration to recruit new members.

The fall festival is next month!! Are you ready? | sure hope you
arel! Make sure to get your room reservations so you can be with us
from the Trails End Dance hosted by the Maverick Mixers on Thursday
night and Friday night with Mike Bramlett. Then finally Saturday night
with our State callers (all state callers are invited to come and call)!!!

We also need to remember the delegates meeting at Betty’s Big
Dance Hall on Saturday morning at 8:30. We have somethings to go
over. Some include By-Law Changes to which the committee has been
busting their tail to try and present purposed changes to the delegates at
this October meeting. We need to all understand there are changes that
need to be made to our by-laws to help the ASSDF as well as the dance
clubs. Hopefully we will be able to get these changes to the delegates for
voting this October 14™ 8:30am meeting. That’s all I have for now
friends. As always we hope to see you in our Square soon.

Seatt & Augela Blackshear
PDresident — 2016




CIRCULATION NOTES

CLUBS! CALLERS! CUERS!

LINE DANCE PROMPTERS!
Do you have a WEBSITE or a FACEBOOK PAGE?

How would you like some free advertising?
Email your Website and Facebook info to the editor at
ASSDFModernSquare@gmail.com
and to the webmaster at
wxlder@gmail.com

We will post your link
in the

Modern Square IES-edition Xxtras
And on the ASSDF Website.

|
Contacting the Circulation Manager \

Daryl Stout

Modern Square Circulation Manager
10434 West 36™ St, #24-C (501) 476-2545
Little Rock, AR 72204-6655 wx1lder@gmail.com

Prompt Renewal ... If you wait until the last minute to renew your
subscription, or sign up for The Modern Square (including at a Subscription Dance
very close to the 10th of the month preceding the month of issue), you may MISS
one or more issues, and may NOT be able to get a copy of the missed issues, even if
you had material published in it.

Remember ... If you do not contact the Circulation Manager when you have a
delivery issue, then there is no way for him to rectify it. The problem may be in the
database record or with the Postal Service. Both can be fixed.

Note ... The ONLY time that a dancer should contact the Circulation Manager
regarding someone else’s subscription, is in the event of that person’s death, so that
the subscription can be cancelled.
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FROM THE
EDITOR

Callers! Dancers!

My message last month struck a nerve. For those who did not read it,
I basically stated that the quality of Square Dancing in Arkansas is
terrible and that Callers, Dancers, Clubs and the ASSDF are all
responsible. | further stated that we were rushing to Plus and loosing
dancers and recruits because we were not encouraging the teaching and
dancing of FUNdamentals.

Gordon White sent in a transcript of a Key Note Speech given in 2011
by Mike Seastrom at CALLERLAB. It echoes my feelings and writings.
The transcript is 10 pages long. I could not justify presenting it in its
entirety on these pages. | have however, taken excerpts of the speech
that reflect the dilemma that Square Dancing is facing. For those
interested in reading the full speech, it appears in this month’s E-edition
and anyone wishing a printed copy please contact me.

“The sad part is, most Plus dancers are not able to dance a variety
of easy Standard Application plain vanilla routines.  But, by God
they can Load the Boat and Relay the Duecy, (from one way.) How
many plain vanilla Relay the Duecy’s can you do before you are sick of
it? There are tons of easy, fun, flowing EA dancing being totally ignored
just so we can instead use this time to teach the dancers to holler “Toot
Toot” on Track Two. This has gone on so long that we ... accept this as
normal. Ladies and Gentlemen, this is not normal! This is where the
“ART of Calling Square Dances was lost. ... Callers must learn how to
REALLY call and TEACH the BASICS once again.”

Let’s get back to the FUNdamentals and have FUN dancing!

You can’t dance without being active! Fred Fishen




ASSDF 67™ Fall Festival

Register Enjoy the
NOW FUN for
and Free!

Be among the first 50 persons to register for the “Hoedown at the Rally
in Caddo Valley” and you could win. We will draw one person’s name
and they will have their $20.00 registration fee refunded!

REMEMBER LAST YEAR?




Fall Festival
Chairman

Hello Everyone!!

Are you ready for a fun filled weekend of square and round dancing?
Then be sure and register for the Fall Festival to be held in Caddo Valley
on October 14" and 15", Registration slips are available on the flyer
printed in this Modern Square. There should also be flyers at each of
your clubs. If not I will be glad to email you a copy or send (USPS) as
many as you need. If you can’t find a registration slip, then you can just
send me your registration payment with a list of anyone you are paying
for (please include addresses). Don’t want to pre-register? That’s okay.
We will take your money at the door. Walk-Ins are always WELCOME!!

Now, where is CADDO VALLEY, you ask? It is a small town on 130
(Exit 78) very close to Arkadelphia and DeGray Lake. The dance hall
has a wooden dance floor and who does not like dancing on a wood
floor? The parking is free and the dance hall is within walking distance
of several motels and some fast food restaurants. If you do not like fast
food, then no problem. There is a Cracker Barrel a mile away and more
restaurants about two miles away in Arkadelphia. Prefer camping? There
are several camp sites at Lake Degray which is less than 10 miles away.

Friday night, Mike Bramlett from Texas will be calling squares and
Cathy Fisher will be cueing rounds. Saturday will be some fun dancing
during the day and Arkansas Callers and Cuers on Saturday night.

The ASSDF Fall Festival is always new dancer friendly. Encourage
your new graduates to attend. They will have lots of time on the dance
floor and different callers to test out their new dancing skills. Plus!! They
will meet some new friends. | am positive they will have a great time!!

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to give me a call. We
look forward to seeing you next month.

Breade Grifn
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f} a Educ&ation

1 \71 - Publicity
2011 Mike Seastrom Key Note Speech at CALLERLAB
“Shift In Our Thinking

The Shift That Never Came”

“Please understand this will be a 40 year look back to fully understand
what has happened. This may upset some people. Please understand
facts are facts. Very little of what is about to be explained is an
opinion.” ...

“A. What have we lost?

1. The “Art” of Teaching, Calling and Entertaining using Basic
Square Dance choreography.
2. Quality dancing with little to no emphasis put on smooth well
timed choreography or square dance etiquette.
3. Caller Leadership
4. Our Way
B. Why we lost it?

We’ve lost “Our Way” all because of the Plus program, or should we
say the bastardization of the Basic/Mainstream and Plus program, by
both callers and clubs.” ...

...“Integrating new dancers into the activity and not boring the
experienced dancers has always been the secret to SUCCESSFUL and
SUSTAINABLE Square Dancing or “The Art of Calling”. Instead we
went the other way and segregated the activity with organized
programs.” ... “We had a 50 to 60 core calls ... the life line of the
activity. Now, along came CALLERLAB and standardized these “Basic”
calls worldwide, today known as Mainstream Square Dancing and all
was good.” ...

...” The fact is, the Plus calls were created for disingenuous and for
wrong reasons. This made for lazy calling to manifest itself time and




time again over the next 35 years. The Plus calls did all the work for us.
Good Basic teaching and calling slowly started becoming non-existent.
Because of the extra (Plus) calls and very little extra time to teach,
quality of dancing began to wither away. It was kind of like socialized
calling and dancing. We were now all the same. Quasi Plus was it. All
the while recruiting new dancers was becoming more challenging and
the quality of dancing continued going down. The cream could no
longer rise to the top of the can. We were all calling and dancing this
rouge program called “Soft Plus” This program was crammed down the
throats of our new people who today we call survivors, not graduates
anymore. ... It soon become very clear, we were in trouble.” ...
...”That’s what we have in most parts of America today, “Cheaters
Plus”. The basics are no longer being taught and danced. Dancers
are rushed thru the Basics and not even taught all the calls. MS is no
longer taught and danced. The Plus program in, most parts of America,
has never really been Plus.”...

... The fact is, it’s still too much to teach, especially for TODAY’S busy
people. THINGS ARE DIFFERENT NOW! Our product needs to be
delivered to our customers in the proper dosage. Not the dose we want
them to take, which is, (0 to Wishy Washy Plus in 9 months), but the
dose that fits better with their busy life styles like 12 weeks SA (standard
application) with multiple starts each year. Something easy for our
customers to remain part of even if they do not want to go all the way to
Plus. Multiple starts so they can bring their friends right away instead of
waiting an entire year before their friends can join in ... At present we
have no such product available ... and that’s a shame.” ...

...” The only thing in common with all the slightly different versions of
Wishy Washy Plus dancing is the degenerating quality of dancing
we’ve watched over the years and getting worse.” ... “Very few clubs
can really tout success using this antiquated and failed model of
marketing our activity. (i.e. 0 to Plus in 9 months). Plus Clubs and “so
called” MS/Plus Clubs need to get out of the beginner business and get
into helping CALLERLAB and many other brave leaders step up to the
plate to recreate the SA (standard application) base of 50 calls. This is

Continued on page 34
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WHERE IS THE DANCE TONIGHT?
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50's Dance

With the Maverick Mixers

September 24, 2016 Caller: Phil Moorehouse

Get out your poodle skirts. saddle oxford. bobby socks
and your pearl necklace. And men get your "FONZ" look
or baggy shirts.

Come one!

come all!

American Legion
Building
Mann Rd & Leah Ln.
Mabelvale. AR
Workshop 7 - 7:30
DANCE 7:30 - 9:30
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“SF o ‘ EVW”

SEPTEMBER 2016

10th | Blue Belles & Beaus Pioneer Ho-down Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse
Location — Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St. Judsonia
Twirling Funtimers Autumn Fest Dance
Start Time — 6:00 Caller — Dave Roush
Location — VVan Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street Mountain Home
17th | Heber Springers Autumn Special
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Chuck Hastings
Location — Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W Rose Bud
Levis & Lace Dog Days of Summer Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Gene Gancarczyk
Location — Forest Lakes Clubhouse, Hot Springs
[ 24™ | Maverick Mixers 50°s Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse

Location — American Legion, Mann Rd & Leah La, Mabelvale




Trail End Dance

Thursday, October 13, 2016
Time: 7:00 pm — 10:00 pm

Square and Line Dancing
Sponsored by the MAVERICK MIXERS

Betty’s Big Country Dance Hall
Caddo Valley,AR

“ o A
.Jf?*' PG

o V,,«
L i

T fnwﬁ“’

Callers: Phil & Naaman Moorehouse

Admission - $8.00

Door Prizes and Split-the-Pot
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OCTOBER 2016

Twirling Funtimers Club Anniversary Dance
Start Time — 6:00 Caller — Pat Christe
Location — Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street Mountain Home
Maverick Mixers Trail End Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Callers — Phil & Naman (Sr) Moorehouse

Location — Betty’s Big Country Dance Hall
102 Crystal Palace Dr., Caddo Valley AR

& ‘ \ I
th
Location — Betty’s Big Country Dance Hall

102 Crystal Palace Dr., Caddo Valley AR
Heber Springers 3"¥ Annual Dan Nordby Special
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Dan Nordby

Location — Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W Rose Bud
28th | Heber Springers Halloween Dance
Start Time — 7:30 Caller — Ron Wise

Location — Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W Rose Bud
Maverick Mixers Halloween Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse

Location — American Legion, Mann Rd & Leah La, Mabelvale
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NOVEMBER 2016

Twirling Funtimers Red, White & Blue Dance
Start Time — 6:00 Caller - “Cherokee” Bill Cochran
Location — Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street Mountain Home
12th | Blue Belles & Beaus Military Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse
Location — Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St. Judsonia
11th | Heber Springers Can Goods Admission Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Ron Wise
Location — Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W Rose Bud
Maverick Mixers Open Mic Dance
Start Time — 7:00 Caller — ??? Amateur Night ???
Location — American Legion, Mann Rd & Leah La, Mabelvale
25th | Heber Springers DARK

DECEMBER 2016

Heber Springers Christmas Dinner Dance

Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Ron Wise
Location — Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W Rose Bud

10th | Blue Belles & Beaus Christmas Dance

Start Time — 7:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse

Location — Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St. Judsonia

14" | Twirling Funtimers Holiday Celebration Party Dance

Start Time — 6:00 Caller - James “Jammer” Cochran
Location — Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street Mountain Home

23" | Heber Springers DARK

31° | Blue Belles & Beaus Black Light Dance

Start Time — 8:00 Caller — Phil Moorehouse

Location — Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St Judsonia

Order of Listings for Special Events Section
Date, Club Name, Dance Name, Start Time, Caller, Location
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National Square Dance
Convention®

2017 - June 21 - 24
Cincinnati, Ohio

2018 - June 27 - 30
Kansas City, Missouri

2019 - June 26 — 29

Live Lively
Square Dance

Atlanta, Georgia

Where are your special events?

Please notify the Modern Square Editor of your club’s special events (up
to one year in advance) with all information included as listed above.
The earlier all information is provided, the earlier the listing will appear.

he.T. hunderbolt BBS

Bl wx1derdyndnsorg — 32
— =
== Supports the ASSDF o

Message Areas, Files, Doorgames (G/PG Content)

elnet logon.
e .

via a
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|=Book Early for Motels or HotelsJ

Name Telephone Name Telephone
Holiday Inn (870) 403-0880 Quality Inn (501) 693-1378
Best Western (870) 246-5592 Americas Best Value (870) 247-5855

Inn & Suites
(870) 246-3800

Comfort Inn
Most of these are within about one block walking distance of Betty’s Country and Western Dance Hall.

Hampton Inn, Super 8 and Super 6 are also available.

Eating places - most within one block of Betty’s Country and Western Dance Hall
Subway

(Mexican Food)

Wendy’s
McDonald's

Taco Bell

Cracker Barrel

Ta Molly’s

(BBQ, Chicken, Fish)

Fat Boys

Waffle House
Things To Do - Caddo Valley Flea Market, Flea Market, Caddo Valley River Canoeing, Lake DeGray.
Crater of Diamonds State Park - Hunt for diamonds 45 minutes away.

& Suites Arkadelphia_

(€D)

Cracker Barrel

0ld Country Store

21

Pilot Travel Center (&

Holiday Inn Express
-

"«m: Palace

\‘// 2
y /
V /4
G
Arkadelphia LTL
Campground ~ ost RO 94'/‘1//
/4

Hampton Inn =
Arkadelphia
Best Western
Continental Inn
- 2
%, "
Gomery

Betty's Big Country
Dance Hall

e

Location
BETTY'S
BIG COUNTRY
DANCE HALL
02 CRYSTAL PALACE
DR.
CADDO VALLEY, AR




O7t: Fall Festival

October 14 & 15 2016

Friday

Pre-Rounds 6:30-7:20
Grand March 7:30

Squares
& Rounds
7:45

Mike Bramlett

rkansas
Gtate

SQUARE DANCE
TEDERATION, INC.

Saturday

e e PRE-ROUNDS
& State Callers & Cuers 6:45-7:20
AFTERNOON 45-7:
ron %\NCES Squares - Lines - Rounds PARADE OF CLUBS
WORKSHOPS 7:45 7:30

Location: BETTY'S BIG COUNTRY DANCE HALL 102 CRYSTAL PALACE DR.CADDO VALLEY. AR

Name:

P S2.00 Fer Fevson
City: State: Zip: Make Check Payable to
Mail Checks To: Brenda Griffin 103 Indian Springs Dr. Bryant, AR 72022 M

?%e/z @.@m ~ Gred Fisker
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Club Reports

Got us another Banner! Watch out! We’re coming for yours!
The Blue Belles & Beaus

BLUE BELLES & BEAUS Judsonia

I’m so disappointed! Cheryl and Robert Shaver had their 3" annual
B, B, & B’s Summer Pool Party at their house and we missed it! I had
made a huge pasta salad, pimento cheese, a new recipe for cookies and a
special punch to take, and Mike came down with the flu. Don’t you hate
when that happens?#*!? To add insult to injury, the weather was perfect.
It’s so fun to get together with the great people you meet square dancing
other than at a dance and really get to know them. I’m sure everyone had
a great time . . . looking forward to hearing about it later.

We had our first “surprise” visitation last week on the 23rd. We took
a full square + to the Maverick Mixers (see pic) and even surprised Phil,
our caller. (In case you didn’t know, we share Phil with them — 2 lucky

23




clubs!) Do you know how hard it is to keep a secret when about 83
people know it? It’s harder than followin’ a fly in a hurricane! We got
our banner though, and again, fair warning, we are taking up a collection.
Dig out those banners; your club may be next.

Good news; club member Paul Williams and our dear friend Eulas
Abbott have both had their operations and are at home convalescing.
JoLynn Wilson has a clean slate and Cathy and Royce Beesley seem to
be doing OK. Please keep everyone in your prayers just to play it safe.

Our next big dance is the 10" of this month — our Pioneer Ho-Down.
Pot luck starts at 6:30p and dance starts at 7:00. Dig out those old
farmer, gunslinger and saloon girl outfits you’ve been dyin’ to wear and
come on down for rootin, tootin time.

When you’re here, wish Dennis Mannon September 4", Wayne
Wilson September 10", & Beth Garrett September 24", HAPPY
BIRTHDAY! Guys, you’re not getting older, you’re getting better, and
WE LOVE YOU!

Hope to See you in a square in September! ﬂecwae éa/u'e'z

CIRCLE UP SQUARES Charleston
CONWAY ROUNDERS Conway

&a:,@ Ballroom starts on September 12

Fred and | have spent the summer developing a program to teach
beginning dancers quicker and easier. Best of all it’s FUN! The first

eight week session of Q{a?d Ballroom Will be based on the Rumba

rhythm. So if you’re going on a cruise or going to a wedding or office
party and want to dance, than this is the place to start. Want to find out if
Round Dancing is something you might like to do? Come and check it
out. You have nothing to lose!
The First Night Is FREE!!
Enjoy DANCING FOR THE FUN of it!

See you on the dance floor! Cathy Fisther
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DIAMOND SQUARES Hot Springs Village

GUYS ‘N DOLLS Texarkana

HEBER SPRINGERS Rose Bud
Dear Arkansas Square Dancers.

July was a great month for the Heber Springers, Ron Wise did a great
job calling. His lady Cathy was always there filling in where needed. The
Club is honored to have these two. Wilma Sanders and Teresa Holly are
keeping this club organized and running smoothly. Some of our newest
dancers are working hard learning the moves. Jim Murphy and Jo
Wortham drive over from Searcy every time we dance. Many nights one
of the squares would be missing without those two.

Marie Rundio, the last dancing founder of this club, attended our
Anniversary Dance.

Many thanks to all who decorated our dance hall for the Red, White,
and Blue Dance. WOW! It was really beautiful. There was some really
good food and Ron Wise had some really fun dances. It is really nice
being part of this club.

One sad thing. We danced our last dance at the American Legion Hut
In Heber Springs. Now we want to really work to fill up the squares at
the Community Center in Rose Bud. Remember we will be dancing there
on the second and fourth Friday Nights each month. Rose Bud is twenty
one miles West from Searcy on Highway Thirty Six. We welcome guest
and we will soon be starting lessons.

Subscription Dance August 14. Do Not miss the Ice Cream Social
Dance on August 21.

Bob and Nancy Hall 60th Wedding Anniversary August 21st. Bob
Hall Birthday September 2nd.

One more special event!!! The wedding of our two special dancers,
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Lueen Wildmon to Roger Skipper at the South Cross Roads Church, 249
Lone Star Road, Rose Bud AR. August 29 at 200 PM.

Thanks to all of you who have visited our club this past month and
thanks to all our faithful members.

Happy Dancing! Bol Hall

KINGSDALE SQUARES Bella Vista

Kingsdale Squares will host dances on September 12 — 40™ Club
Anniversary Dance (Caller — Johnny Eubanks), September 19 (Caller —
Bob Loyd), and September 26 (Caller — Shane Grear). We welcome all
square dancers to attend our 6:30 PM Plus workshops preceding the
dances at 7:00 PM.

Bl AHlen

LEVIS & LACE Royal

Well, it is HOT. But it is Arkansas, and it is a wonderful place to be!!

Happy Labor Day everyone. A group is planning to go to Paris, TX to
wish Marshall Flippo a very happy retirement Labor Day weekend.
Hope everyone is coming!

The Three Amigos Dance was awesome. We didn't know until almost
the last minute whether we would be able to have it or not. The Hut had
lost power from storms that hit, but it came back on just in time. We had
a good turnout, even though some still did not have power. And though
Bill was missed, Gene & Phil called an excellent dance. We thank them
& all the visitors for coming & for all the great good.

Some of our club went to dance to Ken Bower at the Skokos
Promenaders. What a wonderful dance. Jay, Judy & Ken gave us such a
welcome. Gene & | got to dance to the Tootie Ta Ta, since it was our
birthday month. That is such an elegant dance. We made L & L proud,
especially Gene.

Our Dog Days of Summer Dance is on September 23rd. It is going to
be at Forest Lakes Clubhouse in Hot Springs. It is very easy to find. We
promise a very fun dance, plus lots of good food!!
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We are planning on lessons this fall. We are not sure of the time and
place yet, but will let you know as soon as we know.

We just got in from our regular dance. We had so much fun! The boys
had to take turns dancing the girl’s part. They did wonderful. The wig
helped (look for pictures). We were very proud of them. We have fun as
long as we are together! Gene was especially awesome tonight. We
danced one tip to a Ken Bower record just for fun. It had more words in
it than several songs, but it was a hoot.

Remember the Federation Dance in October. We are looking forward to
it.

David & Joan Cranford celebrate their anniversary on the 3rd. Linda
Fortenberry celebrates her birthday on the 24th. So, be generous with the
yellow rocks.

Please come & dance with us. We love to have you!

Ha

3118/
JJ)4
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MAVERICK MIXERS Little Rock

September is "International Square Dancing Month. Be sure to get out
and celebrate by dancing up a storm!

We had election of officers for the 2016-2017. The officers are:
President, Carolyn Birdsong, Vice President, Jerry Short, Treasurer,
Nancy Finney, Judy Schaffner, Secretary and Ginny Short, Reporter.
What a team to represent the Maverick Mixers Square Dance Club.

August 13, Maverick Mixers held their third annual “Backpacking
Dance.

September 10, Gene Gancarczyk, guest caller will be calling for the
Maverick Mixers.

September 18, Sunday, Maverick Mixers is having square dance
lessons, from 2 to 4 at American Legion Building, Mann Road & Leah
Lane. If you know anyone who wants to learn, contact Carolyn Birdsong.

September 24, is Maverick Mixers 50's dance. Get your poodle skirts!

The Maverick Mixers square dance club is hosting the "TRAIL END
DANCE" on Thursday October 13, 2016. "Hoedown" is the theme for
this year dance. Time is from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Phil & Naaman
Moorehouse, are our callers. Admission is $8.00.

The ASSDF Fall Festival (October 14th and 15™) starts the next day!
Both events are being held in Caddo Valley at Betty's Big Country Dance
Hall, 102 Crystal Palace Dr, Caddo Valley, AR.

Birthdays are Velma Smart, September 5 Jeanie Ottens, September 9 ,
Carolyn Birdsong, September 10 Martha Wyre, September 12 Ted
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Keeney, September 25, Nancy Finney, September 26, and Dorothy
Pumphrey, September 29,

Come join us on Saturday nights. Workshop at 7 p.m.
Hope to see ya in a square soon!

Ginny Sthort

PISTOLS & PETTICOATS Jonesboro
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SKOKOS PROMENADERS Kibler

STAR DUSTERS Harrison

STAR STEPPERS Pine Bluff

Now that summer is almost over, we will “steam” toward fall and
toward our State Convention yeah! Bring it on! We need “cooler”
weather, too! (I hope!) One good advantage to dancing at Caddo Valley
is that food (restaurants), motels, flea markets, etc. are all within walking
distance. Whoever, at our age, wants to walk instead of taking our
beloved vehicle with air conditioning?

It will be hard to beat Betty’s Dance Hall which has a big dance hall,
good acoustics, and lighting, and wonderful ex-square dancers who
watch us square dancing, wishing that they could be out on the dance
floor, having all of the fun, with us.

Our “Dance” at the State Convention should be a fun time ! You can
visit the friends that you met last year, and catch up on the latest
happenings. What a wonderful 3day vacation.

Hopefully, it will cool off!

Keep cool, keep dancing, and visit other clubs. You may be the one
person to complete a square At least you will get your exercise for the
day (like I was the other night at Royal!). What great fun we all had!

Zoana Petrie

In Memory
of
Theo Harris

We will wmese you cn our sguare.

The Star Steppers Square Dance Club
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SIXTIES SWINGERS Little Rock

This report starts on a sad note, reporting the passing of two area
dancers, our own Nick Walsh, and fellow dancer Hank Hallum. Our
thoughts and prayers are with their families.

September is International Square Dance Month, and we have several
birthday yellow rocks to give out. Jean Carter, Sheila Hurt, Dorothy
Pumphrey, Richard Hill, Carolyn Birdsong, and Martha Wyre.

Several dancers attended The Three Amigos Dance in Mabelvale on
July 16, with Gene Gancarczyk and Philip Moorehouse calling. The fun
spirit of the late Bill Strawn was there as well. Thankfully, power was
restored in time for the dance, after severe weather across Arkansas two
days before. We're hoping that cooler weather of autumn is on the way,
and that the summer heat is now behind us.

Our apologies for the last minute cancellation on July 28, but with
several dancers traveling to the Heber Springers in Rosebud, to dance to
Ken Bower that night, we felt it would be easier for them, schedule wise.
Ken was also calling a dance the next night with the Skokos
Promenaders in Alma.

With September, summer travels are done, kids are back in school,
and some of regular summertime visitors, including Kathy Tankersly, are
back to their fall schedule, which means they won't be at our dances for a
while. Their presence is missed, and we look forward to when they can
visit again.

We've enjoyed Carolyn Birdsong calling tips (including patter now),
as well as doing line dances between tips. We wish her the best, and
know she will turn out to be a fantastic caller.

Next month is the ASSDF Fall Festival (October 14&15). See the ad
elsewhere in this issue, or the ASSDF website for details. We will be
DARK on Thursday, October 13, (Trail-End Dance). Last minute
cancellations can occur, so please contact Ginny Short at 501-888-8013
for any last minute updates, or check out our page on Facebook.

The fall harvest of yellow rocks is in full swing. Check the Club
Directory in this issue for place and time and come dance with us!

Daryl Stoat
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TWIRLING FUNTIMERS Mountain Home

School days have begun everywhere. Even we have a few new
dancers just warming up to our great activity. We had a recent guest
caller swap so Doug Mallory will be calling our "Autumn Fest" dance on
Wednesday, September 14th from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. Doug always calls a
real fun dance and is sure to pleasantly challenge our newest dancers and
our more experienced alike.

October brings our "Anniversary Dance", Wednesday, October 5th
and our Club Caller, Pat Christe will be calling for this celebratory
occasion and we sure would like to see a bunch of people come out to
help us celebrate. These days each time a Club can celebrate another year
is an accomplishment that needs to be noted. We will be dancing our
regular hours that night from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. and, of course you
certainly are invited to come early for our early 6:00 p.m. session we
reserve for lessons, workshops, request and pre-rounds; Free Form can
be interesting.

Everyone is certainly invited to join us for any Club Dance on any
Wednesday night at the Van Matre Senior Activity Center, 100 Spring
Street (in Cooper Park), and Mountain Home, Arkansas. We are really
blessed to have Bill and Marge Sherrill attending most dances. Marge
shares her Cuing talents with us and Bill surprises us with some of his
Calling tricks from time to time. We begin at 6:00 p.m. with our open
free form hour followed by the regular Club Dance from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
We would love to see you out to any and all of dances. "Y'all come'...

Cracg & Ranen Grothaus

TWIRLING LARIATS Little Rock

School has started and vacations are over. Now it is time for square
dance classes. Several people have shown interest in square dancing.
Let’s get them to lessons. Pick them up so they don’t have to walk in by
themselves. Introduce them to everybody. Show them what a wonderful
group of people square dancers are and all the fun we have dancing.

If you are planning on going to the ASSDF dance, NOW is the time to

32




pay you registration fee. Twirling Lariats | am talking to you. We have

supported this fun two day dance for years so let’s not slack off this year.
Love is in the air. John Dambaugh and Emily Izard are engaged.

Both were in our class last year. Congratulate them when you see them.

Alana Clegg joined our Club last month. We are fortunate to have
her. Give Alana a big “Yellow Rock” and make her feel welcome.

July 15" we were dancing and lightening hit a transformer. Of course,
everything went dark. We ate more refreshments as we were cleaning up
then went home. Entergy had power back on for the Three Amigos
Dance. The Lariats has ten in attendance to enjoy the calling of Phil and
Gene. Good Dance!!

Henry Heritz lost his twin sister July 18, 2016. She and her husband
were visiting Henry & Jeanette. Henrietta passed away in her sleep.
Keep this family in your prayers. HAROLD WAYNE “HANK”
HALLUM passed away July 27. Keep Faye and family in your prayers.

Many of you remember Clara Quattlebaum. Her house burned
Sunday, July 10. She and Arvle were charter members of the Rebel
Reelers, Central District officers, ASSDF officers and promoted square
dancing for years. Keep Clara and her family in your prayers. Two
more former dancers need our prayers also. C.H. Turner in the loss of
his Mother and our own Judy Vinciguerra is having some medical issues.

Birthdays in September are Mack Johnson (5"), Carolyn Birdsong
(10™), Martha Wyre (12"), Cliff Taylor (18"), Maggie Tate-Lee (19™),
and Richard Hill (21*). Vaughn & Stephanie Treadway will celebrate an
anniversary on the 24",

Come dance with us 1%, 3" and 5" Fridays of each month.

Dean Talley

VILLAGE A-TEAM Hot Springs Village
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Continued from page 13

today’s active people.

This effort, if left alone so that it can build, will not only create a new
sustainable base for the activity in general, it will also create a
sustainable future for all the dying Plus Clubs. However, THIS WILL
TAKE ORGANIZATION & DETERMINATION on part of the
Associations, Clubs and Dancers.” ...

... at the bottom of all CALLERLAB MS teaching lists, the same list we
ALL use when teaching. This statement says, “These Mainstream calls
should be taught from more than a single formation and
arrangement (Extended Applications) and these same MS calls
should be danced for another entire year before moving on to Plus”.
How many of you out there even knew that? How do you think that went
here in America? ” ... “America didn’t even try. America, straight away
created a new rogue program called Soft Plus. (Not all the calls from
Basic, not all the calls from MS, not all the calls from Plus and
absolutely zero Extended Applications on anything.” ... “Dancers that
have been rushed through and thinking they are Plus dancers usually do
not enjoy dancing ... they find out that a lot of the FUN is exactly what
they were cheated out of! Funny how that works!” ...

... “Because of the poor training some dancers grumble because they
don’t like it if the caller does not stay pretty true to the wishy washy
Plus side of this upside down CALLERLAB program system. ...”
“Blast Class this! Condensed that! Fast Track it! ... Single position only.
These are all terms of destruction designed to continually suck dancers
on up thru the levels, even when there is no way they are anywhere
close to being ready to move on. The program system desigh must be to
learn each program in its entirety before moving up, which includes
Extended Application training and dancing experience” ...

...” Sustainable Square Dancing ... This is a new marketing and
promotion strategy and all that’s required from you, the establishment
dancers and clubs, is patience. ...”

...”First of all, with Standard Application Choreography, there is some
really cool standard, plain vanilla 50 call choreo not even being used or
even considered today let alone any Extended Application choreo. The
sad part is, most Plus dancers are not able to dance a variety of easy
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Standard Application plain vanilla routines. But, by God they can
Load the Boat and Relay the Duecy, (from one way.) ... There is also a
ton of easy, fun, flowing EA dancing being totally ignored just so we can
instead use this time to teach the dancers to holler “Toot Toot” on Track
Two.” ...
...” Ladies and Gentlemen, this is not normal! This is where the “ART of
Calling Square Dances was lost. Callers must learn how to REALLY call
and TEACH the BASICS once again.” ...
...“There is just too big of gap for trying to integrate the new dancers
together with the experienced dancers today. The basics end up not
being taught and this destructive antiquated way we continue going
about it works polar opposite against us. It runs new people away.”
...”Sorry but, one session a week for 6 to 9 months does not allow
dancers to be properly accommodated thru MS or Plus. It’s been a
proven failure all over the world. It has proven to be very destructive and
interruptive to the activity. There is a plethora of facts and statistics to
back this up.

Callers must take back a big part of the leadership role.

Clubs must HELP! Or??

...” The concept is pretty easy to understand. The mission is to create a
new 50 call Standard Application base of dancers. Not to promote
segregation but rather keep the 50 call groups going forever promoting
integration like we did in the good old days. The difference in today and
back then, today we will use a little Extend Application to equalize
the floor and level the playing field. This is where callers get back to
dealing with a limited vocabulary becoming better callers and dancers in
turn will become better dancers. After a couple years when the “base” is
back strong there will be a steady stream of dancers who will chose by
themselves when they’re ready to move on.

These new dancers, because they will be dancing for a couple years,
will be better trained and experienced so teaching the Plus calls will be a
breeze.

Gondon & Sue White
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Club Directory

“A guide to good times and new friends”

Order of Directory Listings
Club Name, Type & Level of Dancing, When, Location, Club Contact, Caller

Type of Dancing Level of Dancing
S Square BS Basic
R Round M Mainstream
L Line p Plus
0 Open to couples & singles A Advanced
2-6 Round Dance Phases
BELLA VISTA
Kingsdale Squares S-M/P Mondays 7:00p.m.
Riordan Hall, 2 Riordan Drive
Contact — Bill & Hope Allen Caller - John Eubanks
33 Newquay La., Bella Vista, AR, 72714 (479) 876-5066
CHARLESTON
Circle Up Squares S-M/P Thursdays 6:30p.m.
Hug Chevrolet, 407 East Main
Contact - Patsy Burris Caller - Danny Burris

19408 US Highway 271, Spiro, OK 74959 (479) 462-2317




CONWAY

ConwayRounders R-2/3/4 Lessons___ Mondays  6:30p.m.
Club Level_ Thursdays  7:30p.m.

Salem United Methodist Church, 1018 Salem Rd.
Contact - (501) 428-9026 Cuer - Cathy and Fred Fisher
47 Hays Hill Rd., Conway, AR, 72032 conwayrounds@yahoo.com
ConwayRounds.com

HARRISON

Stardusters S-M  CALLFIRST  Sundays  4:00p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, Capps Rd. & Arbor Dr.

Contact - (870) 741-6345 Caller - J.K. Fancher

407 Skyline Drive, Harrison, AR, 72601

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE

Diamond Squares  0_S-M Thursday 6:30p.m
(dancing September through June)
Coronado Center Room 6
Contact — Susan White Caller - Gordon White
6 Perfecto Place, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 (501) 922-0803

Village A-Team  S-A1/A2 Wednesdays 7:30p.m.
Coronado Center

Conatact - Fran Bazemore Caller - Dave Towry

9 Celanova Ln, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909

franbazemore69@gmail.com (501) 922-1287

JONESBORO

Pistols & Petticoats O_S-M/P Thursdays 7:00p.m
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 2201 South Culberhouse
Conatact - Bonnie Hallett Caller — Boyce Brownbarville

1613 Alonzo St., Jonesboro, AR 72401 (870) 932-7740
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JUDSONIA

Blue Belles & Beaus 0 _s-m/p Thursdays 7:00p.m.
Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson Street

Contact - Robert & Cheryl Shaver Caller - Phillip Moorehouse

146 Opie Road, Bald Knob, AR 72010 (501) 724-3930

KIBLER

Skokos Promenaders S-M/P Tuesdays 7:00p.m.
Kibler United Methodist Church, 19 E Kibler Hwy, Alma
Contact - (479) 474-8500 Caller - Jay King

1402 North 12" Street, Van Buren, AR 72956

LITTLE ROCK

Maverick Mixers S L O 2™ 4"&5" Saturdays ~ 7:00p.m.
American Legion Building, Mann Road & Leah Lane, Mabelvale
Contact — Carolyn Birdsong Caller — Phil Moorehouse

28912 Bandy Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223 (501) 813-7239

Sixties Swingers  S-M/P Thursdays 2:00p.m
The Centre At University Park
6401 West 12" Street

Contact — Ginny & Jerry Short (501) 888-8013 Caller — Ron Wise
618 East Woodson Lateral Road, Hensley, AR 72065

Twirling Lariats 0O_L_S-M/P 1% 3, & 5" Friday 6:30p..m.
Mabelvale Legion Hut, Mann Road & Leah Lane, Mabelvale
Contact - Clifton Taylor & Carolyn Cullins Caller - Dave Towry

9027 Hwy 5 North, Alexander, AR 72002 (501) 847-2157

MOUNTAIN HOME

Twirling Funtimers S-P. R Wednesdays 6:00p.m.
Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street

Contact - Craig & Karen Grothaus Caller — Pat Christe

39 Crestview Road, Mountain Home, AR 72653 (870) 424-2957
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PINE BLUFF

Star Steppers S-M Mondays 7:00 - 9:00p.m.
Central Presbyterian Church, 6300 Trinity Drive
Contact - Bill and Roana Petrie Caller - Phil Moorehouse

3114 Donaldson Rd., Pine Bluff, AR, 71602 870-247-2698
Earl & Lynn Milroy (870) 879-1608

ROSE BUD

Heber Springers 0 S-M/P 2™ & 4" Fridays  7:00p.m.
Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Highway 36W

Contact - Theresa Holley (501) 592-2600 Caller - Ron Wise

390 Woodvine Trail, Higden, AR 72067 or Bob Hall (501) 250-5170

ROYAL

(Hot Springs area)

Levis & Lace S-M/P 1%, 2™ & 4" Fridays 7:30p.m.
First Baptist Church, 7402 Albert Pike

Contact - Ted & Phyllis Keeney Caller - Gene Gancarczyk

1807 Nubbin Ridge Road, Royal, AR 71968 (501) 991-3292

TEXARKANA

Guys ‘N Dolls s-M/P_R 2" & 4" Fridays ~ 7:00p.m.
Eagles Lodge, 3407 East Broad Street

Contact — Betty Ratliff Caller - Nelda Eaton

1706 N. Rondo Rd., Texarkana, AR 71854 Cuer — Guest Cuers

Cell: (903) 824-5760 Home: (870) 774-6363

Before traveling call ahead first!

A club could cancel a dance at the last minute!

NOAA Weather Radios are available at most
. electronics/department stores. Be sure to get one with the SAME
i Warning Alarm Capability and a battery backup. The voice of the

e L

day.
: Also available is weather.gov . Click on Arkansas
I for the latest forecasts, watches, warnings, and advisories.

[T

i National Weather Service alerts you to severe weather 24 hoursa
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Directory of Arkansas Callers & Cuers

Birdsong, Carolyn

28912 Bandy Rd.

Little Rock, AR 72223

(501) 813-7239

M: Yes
Arkansas.bluebird@yahoo.com
Traveling Caller

Bownderville, Boyce

(870) 530-2444
M/P
Pistols & Petticoats

Burris, Danny & Patsy
19408 US Hwy 271
Spiro, OK 74959

(479) 462-2317

M/P: Yes
Patterman08@yahoo.com
Circle Up Squares

Christe, Pat

R #2 Box 2286
Thayer, MO 65791
Cell: (214) 449-5725
ppchriste@att.net
M/ P: Yes

Twirling Funtimers

Duhamel, Joey
10529 Highway 54 East
Star City, AR 71667

Home: (870) 628-5508
Cell: (870) 209-3646

Traveling Caller

Eaton, Nelda & Jon

PO Box 1118

New Boston, TX 75570
Home 903-628-2425
Cell 903-278-8068

M/ P: Yes
EatonSDCaller@aol.com
Guys 'N Dolls

Eubanks, John & Karen
3501 Castle Rock Dr.
Joplin, MO 64801

Home: (417) 624-2470
Cell: (417) 624-2470
M/P/A: Yes
jfeubanks@sbcglobal.net
Kingsdale Squares

Fancher, J.K.

407 Skyline Dr.
Harrison, AR 72601
(870) 741-6345
whwee@cox.net
Stardusters

Fisher, Cathy & Fred

47 Hays Hill Rd.

Conway, AR 72032

(501) 428-9026
conwayrounds@gmail.com
Rounds Phases 1-4; Yes
Conway Rounders

Gancarczyk,

Eugene (Gene) & Carolyn
249 Songer Lane

Pearcy, AR 71964

(501) 767-6354
geneandcarolyn@shcglobal.net
M/P

Levis & Lace
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Green, Jimmy & Carol
3240 Floral Rd.

Floral, AR 72534

(870) 834-5362
Traveling Caller

King, Jay & Jody
1402 North 12" St.
Van Buren, AR 72956
(479) 474-8500

P/A; Rounds 1-3; Yes
jayking@cox.net
Skokos Promenaders

Moorehouse, Phil

Lt. Col. USAF

4660 Stagecoach Rd.
Redfield, AR 72132
(501) 960-4476
philmoorehouse@aol.com
M/P

Blue Belles & Beaus
Maverick Mixers

Star Steppers

Towry, Dave

#5 Magellan Circle
H.S.V., AR 71909
(501) 915-0069

C3; Yes

Dave. Towry@yahoo.com
Twirling Lariats

Village A-Team

White, Gordon & Susan
6 Perfecto Place

H. S. V., AR 71909
(501) 922-0803
white3297@hotmail.com
P; Yes

Diamond Squares

Wise, Ron

4800 Hwy 104

White Hall, AR 71602
870 267-0702
Ronwise@prodigy.net
M/P; Yes

Heber Springers

Sixty Swingers

Highest Calling or Cueing Level

M - Mainstream

P - Plus

A - Advanced
C - Challenge

1 -6 Cueing

Yes — Available for Specials

%aue You thanked Your caller latelg?
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ASSDF Modern Square Subscription Form

$20.00 Enclosed for one Year Subscription

New (.....) Renewal (.....)
Name
Please help us to prevent errors. Print clearly.
Address
City
State Zip

Telephone Number

Email Address

Make checks payable to ASSDF and mail with form
to:
Jennifer Pogue
3124 Timber Lake Drive
Royal, AR 71968

Where is my Modern Square?

The Modern Square is mailed before the 23™ of the month proceeding
the month of the magazine. If you do not receive it by the first or second
day of the month (not counting Sunday) please ask your postmaster
where it is and what is causing the delay. Complain loudly that you need
this time sensitive publication because of the dance dates.

Look on the back cover
to find your subscription
expiration date.
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Mike Seastrom Key Note Speech 44
Club Pictures 58

Message from the Editor

Pictures — Anyone interested in receiving digital copies
of pictures appearing in this or previous issues need only
to contact the editor by email.

Mike Seastrom’s Key Note Speech - | highly encourage
everyone to read the speech (pg. 44). It is long, but worth
the read for anyone who wishes to see Square Dance
continue and flourish again in Arkansas.

I may upset some of you, but this editor believes that
ALL Dancers, Leaders, and Callers within the Square
Dance community in Arkansas, need to make it their
mission to improve the quality of dance and the FUN of
dancing. We need to stop dancing Cheaters Crappy
Plus and return to Basic & Mainstream.
Do we dance just to say we are Plus Dancers?
OR
Do we dance for the LOVE and FUN of the activity?
Let’s dance the FUNdamentals again!
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2011 Mike Seastrom Key Note Speech at CALLERLAB
“Shift In Our Thinking ...

The Shift That Never Came”

The problem has been, we’ve never really openly and honestly
addressed our problems and then offered solutions. This must be
addressed and changes made today!

Let’s answer the 4 main questions being asked.

Please understand this will be a 40 year look back to fully
understand what has happened. This may upset some people.
Please understand. Facts are facts. Very little of what is about
to be explained is an opinion.

So, please don’t shoot the messenger. There is no blame being
cast. It is what it is. The hope is that more of you will get involved
after hearing the “unvarnished truth with solutions” that do not
alter what people are dancing today. What it will do, over time, is
creating better teaching, calling and dancing.

A. What have we lost?

1. The “Art” of Teaching, Calling and Entertaining using
Basic Square Dance choreography.

2. Quality dancing with little to no emphasis put on smooth
well timed choreography or square dance

3. Etiquette.
4. Caller Leadership

5. Our Way



B. Why we lost it?

We’ve lost “Our Way” all because of the Plus program, or
should we say, the bastardization of the Basic,Mainstream and
Plus program, by both callers and clubs.

Let's explain.

Here is a quick history lesson so we can all understand how we
all got into the mess we find ourselves.

Forty years ago, many callers, mostly the touring callers, used a
little trick to equalize the experience level at a dance. Integrating
new dancers into the activity and not boring the experienced
dancers has always been the secret to successful and Sustainable
Square Dancing or “The Art of Calling”.

Instead we went the other way and segregated the activity with
organized programs. During the early 70’s there was a flood of
new calls being written. It was a fascinating time to be involved.
We had a 50 to 60 call core or “Base” and we were smart enough
to know this base needed to be protected above all else. It was the
life line of the activity. Now, along came CALLERLAB and
standardized these “Basic” calls worldwide, today known as
Mainstream Square Dancing and all was good.

Back to the little trick that we used to equalize a floor of both
new and experienced dancers. Callers would use these new
experimental calls as they traveled from town to town. It was
great! They could pick a couple new calls and feature them during
the dance. The new dancers and the experienced dancers all
learned something together and these tools help level the playing
field. After the dance they could forget all about the new calls. If



they ever heard them again the callers would feature them as a
workshop.

It REALLY helped callers take care of one of our toughest
challenges; i.e. Integration (keeping both the new and
experienced dancers happy together).

Well, things were going well. We had a core base of calls and
callers learned how to use these calls with variety. We also had
dancers that could dance with this variety.

We actually had caller associations that met every month and
actually worked on becoming better callers, together.

But, some callers got upset. They were upset because their
dancers would come back from a special dance somewhere and say
to them, “Why don’t you call the fun stuff like that other caller
does? We liked it when he taught us Relay Your Wing Ding and
Flip the Widget.”

Understandably these callers were upset. They also watched
some of their own area callers using these new experimental calls
and attracting dancers. They could have chosen to do their
homework like the other callers and do the same thing. But instead
they teamed up with a few who just wanted to use the whole thing
as a tool to make money and here they came.

They teamed up and chose the lazy and destructive route.

They brought their issues to CALLERLAB and lobbied for a
new program that contained a lot of these new experimental calls.
It was an easy sell.

It was first Plus 1, then Plus 2, then combined and made just
Plus (over 30 more calls). The BAR had just been raised.



Protecting the “Base” and Receiving "New Dancers" was just
made much more difficult.

There were some fierce debates concerning the wisdom of such a
move. We didn’t need it and we knew if this passed it would be the
beginning of our demise. We knew this hair brained scheme would
ruin most Mainstream clubs. The sucking sound of dancers drawn
out of all our beautiful Mainstream Square Dance Clubs would be
deafening.

When asked why they were so determined to do this, the answer
we got was ludicrous. They said, “Now we can call like all the hot
shots”. They honestly believed that.

The fact is, the Plus calls were created for disingenuous and
for wrong reasons. This made for lazy calling to manifest itself
time and time again over the next 35 years. The Plus calls did
all the work for us.

Good Basic teaching and calling slowly started
becoming non-existent. Because of the extra (Plus)
calls and very little extra time to teach, quality of
dancing began to wither away. It was kind of like socialized

calling and dancing. We were now all the same. Quasi Plus was
it, all while, and receiving new dancers was becoming more
challenging and the quality of dancing continued going down.
The cream could no longer rise to the top of the can. We were all

calling and dancing this rouge program called “Soft Plus” This
program was crammed down the throats of our new people who
today we call survivors, not graduates anymore. In the beginning it
had the appearance of success but at what cost? It soon become
very clear, we were in trouble. The new dancers would go
dancing to “one of those hot shot callers” who calls something



from the Basic or Mainstream program these so called, Plus
dancers didn’t know. NOW these callers are the bad guy and
forced to dumb everything down and relent to what | simply

call “Cheaters Crappy Plus” dancing.

That’s what we have in most parts of America today,
“Cheaters Plus”. The basics are no longer being
taught and danced. Dancers are rushed thru the

Basics and not even taught all the calls. Mainstream is no
longer taught and danced. The Plus program in, most parts of
America, has never really been Plus. It’s been an amalgamation of
the Basic/Mainstream/Plus and varies slightly from region to
region. The ACA One Floor Level, along with most areas of
America where it’s all crammed together into one program, would
be an example. There was a time when | thought this type of
thinking was maybe the right way to go. Well, after 30 years of
watching the decline and watching society drastically change, I’ve

changed my mind. The fact is it’s still too much to teach,
especially for TODAY’S busy people. THINGS ARE
DIFFERENT NOW!

Our product needs to be delivered to our customers in the proper
dosage. Not the dose we want them to take, which is, (0 to Wishy
Washy Plus in 9 months), but the dose that fits better with their
busy life styles like 12 weeks SA (Standard Application) with
multiple starts each year. Something easy for our customers to
remain part of even if they do not want to go all the way to Plus.
Multiple starts so they can bring their friends right away instead of
waiting an entire year before their friends can join in only makes
too much sense.



At present we have no such product available in
most parts of this country, and that’s a shame.

The only thing in common with all the slightly different versions
of Wishy Washy Plus dancing is the degenerating quality of
dancing we’ve watched over the years and getting worse.

From a leadership standpoint the Cream had Simply Settled to the
Bottom of the Can. When good callers showed the dancers some
Basic/Mainstream in a little bit different way or actually tried to
help make them a better dancer, many balked. They had already
learned Relay the Duecy and Load the Boat!! How dare we
insult them by teaching them how to Circulate? Yes, we were
losing the game.

Very few clubs can really tout success using this antiquated and
failed model of marketing our activity. (i.e. 0 to Plus in 9 months).

Plus Clubs and “so called” MS/Plus Clubs need to get out of the
beginner business and get into helping CALLERLAB and many
other brave leaders step up to the plate to recreate the SA (Standard
Application) base of 50 calls.

This is something that can be taught multiple times each year and
suited for today’s active people.

Out of this effort, if left alone so that it can build, will not only
be created a new sustainable base for the activity in general, it
will also create a sustainable future for all the dying Plus Clubs.

However, THIS WILL TAKE ORGANIZATION &
DETERMINATION on part of the Associations,
Clubs and Dancers (and Callers).



Now the dirty little secret. 40 years ago, when the Plus
program was being formed, many in CALLERLAB knew the only
hope was to try and mandate the use of Variety or today we call it
Extended Application.

So, a statement was created and placed at the bottom of all

CALLERLAB Mainstream Teaching Lists, the same list
we ALL use when teaching. This statement says,

“These Mainstream calls should be taught from
more than a single formation and arrangement
(Extended Applications) and these same MS calls
should be danced for another entire year before
moving on to Plus”.

How many of you out there even knew that? How do you
think that went here in America? Since there was no way to
mandate this, all we could do is have CALLERLAB highly
recommend it and hope for the best.

Germany and a few other places in Europe today are still doing
the best job trying to adhere to this CALLERLAB
Recommendation. There we see Mainstream dancing still alive
with all ages dancing Extended Applications at each program, the
way it was designed. Japan has done a very good job of following
these CALLERLAB recommendations. Sweden and Denmark, at
one time, were also following the CALLERLAB recommendations
and did quite well for many years until they adopted the American

model. (rush ‘em thru the programs with total disregard for
CALLERLAB recommendations).



Canada used to do a great job at insisting dancers stay in
Mainstream for a couple years. That’s all changed. Australia did a
pretty job but perhaps they have slipped as well.

America didn’t even try. America, straight away created a new
rogue program called Soft Plus. (Not all calls from Basic, not all
the calls from Mainstream, not all the calls on Plus and absolutely
zero Extended Applications on anything.

Completely contrary to CALLERLAB recommendations.

This Wishy Washy Plus program was used, or
misused depending on how you’re looking at it, by
many callers to just to make money and most clubs
misused it simply because they didn’t know any
better.

Most  callers totally ignored CALLERLAB’s
recommendations for teaching multiple formations and
arrangements and dancing for another entire year before
moving on to Plus. Instead America chose a different path and it
did not work. It’s been a failed experiment. Ladies and Gentlemen
over the years we have watched as CALLERLAB leadership (I’'m
talking from Chairman of the Board, to the Executive Committee
and Board of Governors) totally ignored our own
recommendations.

What type leadership was this?

What type leadership are we still seeing in this regard today?
Take a look, you won’t find many operating their programs
according to CALLERLAB recommendations. Far too many don't
even teach new dancers.



Callers say they are being controlled by their clubs and the
clubs say their caller can’t call well without the Plus calls.

Jack Pladdy’s can call the best dance you’ve ever danced using
50 calls. Ask him how he likes be controlled by a quote unquote so
called Plus Club to deliver new Plus dancers to this club in 9
months. Jack will tell you straight up, he does not like it and that
he must modify his teaching considerably to make it work.

When a professional like Jack Pladdy’s has trouble making it
work how in the world is local Joe from

Whoophisbutt, Arkansas, that calls 2 dances a
month, supposed to make it work?

Well folks, it doesn’t work. That’s the point. It’s never really
worked, anywhere. As said before, it may have given the facade of
success but at what cost?

Callers being forced to go against their principles or fear losing
their job? This is not right and it’s happening far too often all over
America by struggling clubs unwilling to change. Please don’t get
this wrong. Callers are just as quick to not rock the boat
because change means a little extra work on their

part. It means they just might have to get a little better at calling
so the dancers might then get a little better at dancing. What a
novel approach.

There are a few, who have always worked hard at doing things
correctly, according to CALLERLAB recommendations, but it is a
very small group. It’s sad to say that this small group of callers has
paid the price many times for standing up for their principles.



Dancers that have been rushed through and think
they are Plus dancers usually do not enjoy dancing to
them until they find out that a lot of the FUN is
exactly what they were cheated out of! Funny how
that works! These callers are the cream and it’s time that they
rise back to the top. Plain Vanilla, Standard Application every
program does not work. These brave callers should be

commended. Many have quit out of frustration. More will surely
follow.

Because of the poor training some dancers grumble
because they don’t like it if the caller does not stay
pretty true to the wishy washy Plus side of this upside
down CALLERLAB program system.

When the membership of the organization who wrote the rules
refuses to play by them, there is no way to go but down.

So what should we do? Should we just continue raping and
pillaging, interested in short term invested only?

Blast Class this! Condensed that! Fast Track it! Easy Advanced!
Soft C1! C2 Blast, Single position only.

These are all terms of destruction designed to continually suck
dancers on up thru the levels, even when there is no way they are
anywhere close to being ready to move on. The program system
design must be to learn each program in its entirety before moving
up, which includes Extended Application training and dancing
experience, exactly the way CALLERLAB recommends it be
done. We have some absolutely awesome leadership in
CALLERLAB at the present time.



CALLERLAB is stepping up to the plate with a solution. Let’s
move onto the next question.

What’s Left For Us and What Do We Do Now?

Well, CALLERLAB has set forth a new committee called the

Sustainable Square Dancing committee. Make sure you get
the hand out explaining all about it.

Before we move further into the “fix it” stage, let’s speak to the
leaders of our wishy washy Plus clubs who refuse to change, even
when nothing in their world changes except the way we approach
new dancers.

This is a new marketing and promotion strategy and all that’s
required from you, the establishment dancers and clubs, is
patience. Maybe something here will change your minds. For the
sake of our activity let’s sincerely hope so.

First of all, with Standard Application Choreography, there is
some really cool standard ... plain vanilla ... 50 call choreography
not even being used or even considered today, let alone any
Extended Application choreography. The sad part is, most
Plus dancers are not able to dance a variety of easy
Standard Application plain vanilla routines.

But, by God they can Load the Boat and Relay the

Duecy, (from one way.) How many plain vanilla Relay the
Duecy’s can you do before you are sick of it? There is also a ton of
easy, fun, flowing Extended Application dancing being totally
ignored just so we can instead use this time to teach the dancers to
holler “Toot Toot” on Track Two.



This has gone on so long that we have all, well not all of us, but
most of us today accept this as normal. Ladies and
Gentlemen, this is not normal! This is where the “ART of

Calling Square Dances was lost. We all know this is the most
important part of re-setting the activity on to a successful path.

Callers must learn how to REALLY call and

TEACH the BASICS once again. The reason Basics are no
longer being taught is the same reason round dance Basics are not
being taught. Everyone is trying to consolidate new and experience
dancers together to not have to give up another night of the week
or another session during the week. Simple as that!

There is just too big of gap for trying to integrate the new
dancers together with the experienced dancers today. The basics
end up not being taught and this destructive
antiquated way we continue going about it works

polar opposite against us. It runs new people away. A
round dance class today may teach a phase 4 and 5 rhumba to new
dancers who couldn’t even dance the simple two step classic
“Frenchy Brown” even if it was cued. Reason?

They were never taught the BASICS. Square dancing, same
thing. Square Dance Clubs are trying to accommodate Mainstream
& Plus Classes, again trying to do too much too soon all in one
venue.

We are battling human nature. Whatever the reason, we are
dearly paying the price now. The product that has evolved
Is not sustainable and becoming less marketable by
the day. It’s certainly not sustainable if callers
continue holding their nose working against their



principles for clubs who Simply Will Not Change.
Sorry but, one session a week for 6 to 9 months does not allow
dancers to be properly accommodated thru Mainstream or Plus. It’s
been a proven failure all over the world. It has proven to be very
destructive and interruptive to the activity. There is a plethora of
facts and statistics to back this up.

Callers must take back a big part of the leadership
role. Clubs must HELP! Or??

This is the DIVORCE!! Here is where we must walk away. Not
walking away from the activity but rather walking
away from the poor stewardship the activity is
enduring today and has endured for years. The
CALLERLAB SSD (Sustainable Square Dancing)

committee is the ONLY hope on the horizon to LEAD the activity
to a better place.

Callers who jump on board will know they are about to become
a much better caller.

The concept is pretty easy to understand. The mission
is to create a new 50 call Standard Application base of dancers.
Not to promote segregation but rather keep the 50 call groups
going forever and promoting integration like we did in the good
old days. The difference in today and back then, today we will use
a little Extend Application to equalize the floor and level the
playing field. This is where callers get back to dealing with a
limited vocabulary becoming better callers and dancers in turn will
become better dancers. After a couple years when the

“base” is back strong there will be a steady stream of



dancers who will chose by themselves when they’re
ready to move on.

These new dancers, because they will be dancing for a couple
years, will be better trained and experienced so teaching the Plus
calls will be a breeze.

There will be one BIG issue that will need to be nipped in the
bud very early on or it will ruin all our hard work and efforts and
create failure again. This is going to be a long slow process. Some
clubs will tell us to go straight to “you know where.” Then they
will add insult to injury by coming by and cherry picking the new
dancers to try and take them on to their Wishy Washy Plus Clubs.
It will happen I assure you!

Maybe we could put up a sign that says “No Fishing” or “Catch
& Release”. All joking aside this is a HUGE problem and will play
a HUGE roll in successfully re-setting the activity on to a more
sustainable path.

It would be so nice if the Associations and Clubs got together
and started working with CALLERLAB and the Sustainable
Square Dancing Committee to make this venture a journey

together for the betterment of the activity. Oh what a proud
moment it would be all working together and
completing these NEW GOALS, TOGETHER!
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BLUE BELLES & BEAUS

Look what we got!!!



LEVIS & LACE

Happy Birthday Gene!



LEVIS & LACE

We were short one girl to make two squares, so Gene asked the boys to take furns being a "girl".
Glen Fortenberry. Ted Keeney. Bob Robertson & Harry Atchley did great!! The wig helped.




MAVERICK MIXERS

These are the new club officers for the 2016/17

Ginny Short, Reporter, Jerry Short, Vice President, Carolyn Birdsong,
President, Nancy Finney, Treasurer, and Judy Schaffner, Secretary




MAVERICK MIXERS

Maverick Mixer Dance on July 9. 2016

Ted and Tonya Hofmeister, and Martha Wyre and Phil Moorehouse
doing the salty dog rag.




MAVERICK MIXERS

Carolyn Birdsong calling on July 9

with the Maverick Mixers




MAVERICK MIXERS

Phil Moorehouse

is back calling for the Maverick Mixer after a well-deserved vacation
with family.

Square Dancing with the Maverick Mixers on July 9, 2016

Good dancing, good calling and good fellowship. Dancing at the
American Legion Building
Mann Road and Leah Lane, Mabelvale, AR







Don’t know what Nancy and Jim Finney are laughing about but lots of
fun times with Maverick Mixers.



