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President’s 

Message 
 

Do you know the story of the 4
th

 of JULY and 

The Declaration of Independence? 
Most of us think of July 4, 1776, as the day of the birth of the United 

States of America as an independent nation. But did you know it wasn’t? 

July 2, 1776 was the day Continental Congress decided to declare 

independence. It wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution 
either (April 1775), or the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of 

the Declaration of Independence (June 1776) or the date on which the 

Declaration was delivered to Great Britain (November 1776). And it 
wasn’t the date it was signed (August 2, 1776). Although Thomas 

Jefferson is often called the “author” of the Declaration of Independence, 

he wasn’t the only person who contributed important ideas. He was a 
member of a five-person committee appointed by the Continental 

Congress to write the Declaration along with Benjamin Franklin, John 

Adams, Roger Sherman and Robert Livingston, who never signed it 

because he believed it was too soon to declare independence. 

So what did happen on July 4, 1776?  
The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration 

of Independence after 86 changes had been made to Jefferson’s original 
draft. July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration 

of Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy that was signed in 

August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives in Washington, 
D.C.) It’s also the date that was printed on the Dunlap Broadsides of 

which about 200 original printed copies were circulated throughout the 

new nation of an estimated 2.5 million people. So when people thought 

of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date they 
remembered.  

Okay, how did the Fourth of July become a national holiday? 

For the first 15 or 20 years, people didn’t celebrate it much on any date. 
It was too new and too much else was happening in the young nation. By 

the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had become 

controversial. The Democratic-Republicans, admired Jefferson and the 

Declaration. But the other party, the Federalists, thought the Declaration 
was too French and too anti-British, which went against their current 

policies. After the War of 1812, the new parties of the 1820’s and 1830’s 
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considered themselves inheritors of Jefferson and Democratic-

Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration began to circulate again, 
all with the date July 4, 1776, listed at the top.  By 1817, John Adams 

complained in a letter that America seemed uninterested in its past. The 

deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4, 1826, may even 

have helped to promote the idea of July 4 as an important date to be 
celebrated. Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as 

the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years after the 

Declaration was written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a national 
holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays.   

NOW YOU KNOW! 

I hope your July 4th celebration is filled with plenty of BBQ, swimming 
and celebration fun but don’t forget what it is really about…  

our Freedom! 

This month, let’s all meet at the special dance of your choice, The Three 

Amigo’s in Mabelvale, Guys and Dolls with Tim Tyl in Texarkana, Red 
White & Blue dance in Heber Springs, or your club’s dance.  Also, now 

is a good time to register for the Fall Festival for a chance to win back 

your registration (1st 50 people to register drawing).  Registering early 
helps in the planning of the dance. We really believe you will have a 

great time, so Ya’ll Come. 

ASSDF Business reminders:  
1. Looking for a venue and building location for the 2016 Fall 

Festival Dance.  We really need your help. I know hosting a fall 

festival is a lot of work, but it gives your club and your club 

dancers a chance to shine. Of course the Federation officers and 
committee members are always willing and eager to help with 

anything you need. You will not have to do it alone.    

2. Changes to the current ASSDF Bylaws.  If you would like to be 
a part of the committee, give me a call for details.  

3. Nominating committee for new ASSDF Officers? Several 

positions to be filled for 2016. Be a part of selecting new officers 

for a vote or maybe even add yourself to the list.  

Life may not be the party we hoped for but 

while we are here we might as well dance. 
 

 

Brenda J Griffin 

President – 2015 
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BOOSTER & SPOTLIGHT ADS! 
 

 

Booster Ads 
These ads are for personal use and not for advertising. They may 

incorporate pictures and text. The size of the ad will be approximately 2 
inches by 4 inches and will cost $10.00 per month. 

 

Spotlight Ads 
These are full page ads that relate to Square Dancing. They are to be 
used for “Spotlighting” Dancers, Callers, Cuers, or Clubs. They may 

incorporate pictures and text. The cost is $15.00. There is a limit of one 

Spotlight Ad per issue.  

 

        Who 

 Should  

  Be In The 

   Spotlight 

           Today? 

 
 

 

Contacting the Circulation Manager 

Daryl Stout 

Modern Square Circulation Manager 
10434 West 36th St, #24-C                (501) 476-2545 

Little Rock, AR 72204-6655                     wx1der@gmail.com 

 

Prompt Renewal … If you wait until the last minute to renew your 

subscription, or sign up for The Modern Square (including at a Subscription Dance 
very close to the 10th of the month preceding the month of issue), you may MISS 
one or more issues, and may NOT be able to get a copy of the missed issues, even if 
you had material published in it. 

Remember … If you do not contact the Circulation Manager when you have a 

delivery issue, then there is no way for him to rectify it. The problem may be in the 
database record or with the Postal Service. Both can be fixed. 
 

Note … The ONLY time that a dancer should contact the Circulation Manager 

regarding someone else’s subscription, is in the event of that person’s death, so that 
the subscription can be cancelled. 
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From the Editor 
 

 
A good friend of mine is in bad shape and the 

outlook for the future is not good. We all know this 

person as the heart and soul of Square Dance. 
 

This individual was once a vibrant fun loving character who brought 

smiles, excitement, and joy to everyone … attended every club dance, 

every special, every weekend and every convention … visited clubs far 

and wide … took an active role in club affairs … served Arkansas 
Square Dance Organizations … 
 

Who is it you ask?  
 

The Involved Square Dancer 
 

For those that have not heard, the Rebel Reelers of Conway have folded. 

This marks the end of Toad Suck Daze and square dancing in Conway. 

Now all we have are the memories ...  Great Memories! 
 

There are always lots of reasons and explanations for why a club folds. 

But when it comes down to it … the reason is always … us the dancers.  
 

If we depend on the same people to always run our clubs or the ASSDF 
... If we don’t recruit new students ... If we don’t visit other clubs … If 

we don’t attend ASSDF delegate meetings … If we don’t support  

special dances … if we form dance cliques and exclude others … 
 

Is square dancing for you just 3 hours every other week?  
 

When was the last time you held a position in your club or the ASSDF? 

Have you ever? Have you ever attended an ASSDF meeting? Do you 

even know what the ASSDF is and what it does? When was the last time 
you visited another club? Attended a special dance? Brought in a new 

student to lessons? Do you even talk about square dancing outside of a 

dance? 
 

ARE YOU AN INVOLVED SQUARE DANCER? 
 

If not, become one before it is too late. 
 

ARKANSAS SQUARE DANCING NEEDS YOU! 
 

Fred Fisher 
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Levis & Lace want to thank  

          Jerry & Juanice Chitwood  

for being loyal supporters of our club.    
 

Always ready to go the extra for us. 

   

Thank you for making our Specials "extra 

special"  with the beautiful decorations.  
 

We love you two!! 

 

Booster Ads 

 
                   Carolyn Birdsong 

BOOSTER 

ADS NEEDED 
This could be the size of YOUR ad! 

What is happening in 

YOUR 

WORLD?? 
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J. K. Fancher 

A New Look at Square Dance 

Style … Counterdance 

Three months ago, I suggested that we have lost 

sight of one aspect of our dancing that had been a hallmark of square 

dance in earlier days. I defined “earlier days” as being before the 
beginning of the more is better mindset brought on by the emphasis to 

invent and do new calls (early to mid-1960s). I identified that missing 

factor as being square dance styling. 

The underlying logic to revisit styling came about for three reasons: 
(1) A look back in the body of literature on square dance history clearly 

shows that the number of calls soared from a few hundred in the early 

1960s to over 5,000 by the year 2000. That resulted in less and less 
emphasis being given to styling and more to just keeping up with the 

flood of new calls each month. 

(2) Three months ago, Buddy Weaver, staff writer for American Square 
Dance magazine, was writing a series of articles on styling in which he 

acknowledged that callers today were guilty of placing more importance 

on the technicalities (legal and illegal minutiae) of movements than on 

styling. 
(3) With the above in mind, I reviewed a series of VHS video tapes I had 

made at Arkansas Federation dances, December Eureka Springs Holiday 

Plus weekends and other special dances. Now these were mostly special 
dances where all the dancers were decked out in their finest square dance 

costumes and were dancing with their best square dance abilities. My 

observation was a simple, “Good people, we need to work on how we 
really look.” And recall that with those things in mind I introduced the 

late Arkansas caller Gene Trimmer who always stressed smooth dancing 

and gracious styling. 

One of Trimmer’s unique choreographic notions was the concept of 
counterdancing. Now Trimmer did not invent counterdancing. It is as old 

as the spirit of square dancing. Trimmer breathed new life into the 

interplay of the laws of physics and square dance in a language the 
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dancers and callers could understand. He believed that counterdancing 

was an integral component of dance styling. 
Last month I used the buzz-step swing as an extreme example of the 

opposing laws of physics at work in counterdancing. I then moved on to 

the Ladies Chain Family as an example of a simple movement(s) with 

great eye-appeal to spectators as well as a pleasant dance experience for 
the dancer, if the dancers have been taught the mechanics of styling. 

The eye appeal for spectators here is that the girls have a great 

opportunity for skirt work on the courtesy turn. 
Ah ha! Skirt-work. Where do we get information about skirt-work? It’s 

right there in the Handbook series booklet “The Illustrated Basic and 

Mainstream Movements of Square Dancing”. I assume that most of us 
use it (hopefully as a handout) to teach the movements to new dancers. 

The Flutter Wheel family is another movement(s) that lends itself well as 

an example of where styling should play an important part. With good 

styling the action has great spectator eye appeal and it is a great place to 
show off styling, if the girls are wearing skirts. Here again the man has 

an important role to play. While he is still inactive, he should anticipate 

the active lady approaching and offer her free (left) hand his right hand. 
From the definition “as the (girls) move adjacent to the opposite, they 

reach out with the free hand (left) and, taking the right hand of the 

opposite (man) dancer, each continues in around to the original girl’s 
home starting position.” Here’s the delicate bit of styling involved. He 

anticipates her left hand and takes it by his right hand AND he actually 

leads her back to her original home. 

Flutterwheel got a bad rap from its very beginning because it was taught 
wrong by some name callers. The call was taught as “girl right hand star 

across and PICK UP THE OPPOSITE MAN.” You know, the “you pick 

‘em on up and you bring ‘em on back” patter. 
The real definition never indicated that at all. It says nothing about a star 

and includes a fifty three word paragraph on styling. Take a new look to 

make the flutter wheel a simple movement of beauty. The trick and the 

styling of the movement comes at the point where she is ADJACENT to 
the man. I like to think of it as “he takes her left hand with his right and, 

as a couple, promenade back to her original home.” Choreographically 

the men have change places. 
Here’s another practical example of counterdancing. From a static square 

call this: 

“Heads pass thru, separate, go around one, squeeze in, and make lines of  
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four.” Think about what happens to make this a choreographic work of 

art. It has great eye appeal for spectators. 
As the heads complete the pass thru and separate and start the turn 

around the closest side dancer, the sides SHOULD anticipate the squeeze 

in action and immediately as the head dancers ‘clear’ the side dancers 

and for that split instant when the heads will be facing each other on the 
outside of the sides, the side dancer gracefully side step apart (or adjust) 

to let the head dancer complete their three-quarter turn to step in and 

become centers of the two final lines of four dancers. In fact the head 
dancers are in the very foot print positon of the starting side dancers. 

The side dancers should realize their role when they hear the call to 

“separate around one”. Hopefully, they were “dancing in place” until that 
moment when they “danced (side-stepped) away from each other” so that 

the heads could move into the final position instead of having to pry 

them apart in order to get into the center position of the lines. 

The point of these explanations is simply to point out that the styling 
hints are there on all of the movements if only we can find time to teach 

them. Where the ladies skirt work is appropriate, it’s also there for our 

use. 
Styling and counterdancing go together like a “wink and a smile” as the 

song goes. 

Next time, the cup of hot coffee to practice a smooth shuffle step, a look 
at what “dancing in place” is all about, the value of costuming and the 

beauty of long promenades.  

Stand tall and dance with pride. 

(870)741-6345   w5wee@Cox.net 
 

      Dancing at the River Market in Little Rock 
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“Special Events” 
 

 
 

Order of Listings for Special Events Section 

Date, Club Name, Dance Name, Start Time, Caller, Location 

 

Please notify the Modern Square Editor of your club’s special events (up 
to one year in advance) with all information included as listed above. 

The earlier all information is provided, the earlier the listing will appear. 
 
 

JUly 2015 

 

6th  Heber Springers      Red White & Blue Dance 
Start Time – 7:00            Caller – Ron Wise             Location – Heber Springs 

American Legion, 49 Park Rd 
 

8th  Twirling Funtimers       Watermelon Splash     
Start Time – 6:00         Caller – James “Jammer” Cochran     

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

18th  Guys ‘N Dolls                Special Dance 

Start Time – 7:00    Caller – Tim Tyl & Dave Towry  Cuer – Martin Philyaw           

Location – Eagles Lodge, 3407 East Broad Street, Texarkana AR 
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AUGUST 2015 

 

7th  Guys ‘N Dolls              ASSDF Subscription Dance 

Start Time – 7:00             Caller – Mike Bramlett            Location – Texarkana 

Eagles Lodge, 3407 East Broad Street 
 

12th  Twirling Funtimers         “Hot & Dry” Ice Cream Floats 
Start Time – 6:00              Caller – Doug Mallory 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

28th  Heber Springers        Ice Cream Social 

Start Time – 7:00       Caller – Ron Wise     Location – Rose Bud 

Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W 
  

September 2015 

 

9th  Twirling Funtimers             Autumn Fest 
Start Time – 6:00                 Caller – Dave Roush 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

12th Blue Belles & Beaus             Western Dance 
 Start Time – 6:30          Caller – Phillip Moorehouse           Location –Judsonia 

Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St. 
 

OCTOBER 2015 
 

 

7th  Twirling Funtimers                Club Anniversary 
Start Time – 6:00                   Caller – Pat Christe 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

8th  Star Steppers               Trail-in-Dance 
Start Time – 6:30       Caller – Phil Moorehouse    Location – Caddo Valley 

Betty’s Dance Hall, 102 Crystal Palace Dr. 
 

 

9th & 10th       ASSDF FALL FESTIVAL 

  Hoedown at the Rally in Caddo Valley 
Friday   Caller - Tim Tyl   and   Cuer - Cathy Fisher 

Saturday    Arkansas Callers and Cuers 

See flyer on page 22 in this issue for details. 

 
 

15

8 



__ 

 

28th  Twirling Funtimers                 Halloween Dance 
Start Time – 6:00                             Caller – TBA 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 

 

11th  Twirling Funtimers            Red White and Blue 
Start Time – 6:00             Caller – “Cherokee” Bill Cochran 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

2nd Heber Springers            2
ND

 Annual Dan Nordby Special 
 

Start Time – 7:00            Caller – Dan Nordby           Location – Rose Bud 

Rose Bud Community Center, 5916 Hwy 36W 
  

7th  Blue Belles & Beaus         1940 Blue Banner Military Dance 
  

Start Time – 6:30          Caller – Phillip Moorehouse           Location –Judsonia 

Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St. 
 

December 2015 

 

9th  Twirling Funtimers           Holiday Celebration Party 
Start Time – 6:00                        Caller – James “Jammer” Cochran 

Location – Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street    Mountain Home 
 

12th Blue Belles & Beaus          Christmas Dance 
  

Start Time – 6:30          Caller – Phillip Moorehouse           Location –Judsonia 

 

 

 
 

National Square Dance Convention® 
      

       2015 - June 24 - 27 - Springfield, Mass. 
 

      2016 - June 22 - 26 - Des Moines, Iowa 
 

      2017 - June 21 - 24 - Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

      2018 - June 27 - 30 - Kansas City, Missouri 
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Two callers, Bill Strawn & Dave Towry, equal double 

the fun at the joint Maverick Mixers & Twirling Lariats 

benefit dance for the Legion Hut. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Moorehouse and his father Naaman Moorehouse 

joined Bill Strawn in calling some tips for the Maverick 

Mixers. They are father/brother to Maverick Mixer 

Naaman Moorehouse, Jr. 

 

17 



__ 

 

 
 
 

18 



__ 

Club Reports 

 

BLUE BELLS & BEAUS 
Searcy 

 
 

I know that for most dancers, this is a time for family vacations and such, 

so there’s not much going on except classes and our regular 2
nd

, 4
th
, and 

5
th
 Thursday dances.  We hope that if you’re around, you’ll come join us!  

Our caller, Phil, is getting quite creative with activities between tips.  

He’s having us do the Virginia Reel, some versions of the Schottisch, 

and of course, our personal cuer Mick keeps us on the floor with lots of 
line dancing.   

I’d like to encourage everyone to take advantage of the many 

opportunities to dance with other clubs and other callers.  Mike and I just 
got back from the  Branson Blowout. They had four, I say four, 

sensational callers (see pic), lots of workshops, and a cuer for those of 

you that like to Round dance.  It was very affordable and some of the 

dancers extended their stay to take in some shows besides.  We saw some 
of our local dancers there and some friends that we’ve met in the past 

while participating in these kinds of weekends.  You can never have too 

many square dance friends!!  Here’s a test:  If you recognize any of the 
callers in the picture, you’ve had some fun. 

Our club members who are celebrating their birthdays this month are:  

Me on July 7
th
, Carol Green  July 11

th
, Dee Williams July 13

th
,  & Wayne 

Wilson July 28
th

.  Wishing you a wonderful day and many happy 
returns!!!! 

Don’t forget to invite all your friends, young and old, to join in the fun 

every Thursday, 7 to 9 pm at our new class.  They can join us any time.  
Have a wonderful and safe 4

th
 of July!!!!!  And by all means, keep 

dancin’!!! 

We are at:  Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson St., Judsonia AR.  
See you in a square!!!  

  

Jeanne 
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GUYS AND DOLLS 
Texarkana 

 
 

Guys N Dolls had a wonderful group of 13 students who graduated on 

Friday June 22. The graduation activities were under the direction of 
Nelda Eaton the instructor and were held prior to our regular dance with 

Nelda calling and Martin Philyaw, cueing the rounds. This was a fun 

dance as we welcomed these new dancers to our club. How exciting to 

have new members! 
To help these new dancers, we are having four “New Dancer” dances on 

July 7th, 9th, 14th and 17
th
. They will be held from 7-9pm at the Eagles 

Club. All dancers are invited to come be a part of this activity. Hope to 
see you there! 

Our second dance in June featured the two “Bills” , Bill Strawn from 

Benton AR as caller and Bill Buck from Shreveport LA as cuer. They 
both did an excellent job!! Thanks! 

We started round dance lessons on June 25
th
 at the Southwest Center, 

3222 W. 7
th
 St. Texarkana, TX. They are being held from 6-830pm on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursdays (July 2

nd
, 16

th
, and 30

th
).  We had 10 couples 

participating in this class with Marin and Doris Philyaw from 

Greenwood LA as the instructor. We are so excited to offer these lessons 

to our members. We plan to continue them throught he end of this year, 
and with enough interest and participation, into next year.  

We have two special dances coming up! Check out our ads in this issue! 

July 18
th

  Tim Tyl and Dave Towry are calling and  

  Martin Philyaw is cueing the rounds. 
August 7

th
  ASSDF Subscription Dance with special guest caller  

  Mike Bramlett from Garland TX and Marvin White from 

  Shreveport LA cueing the Rounds. 
I hope lots of you can come be a part of these great nights of dance. We 

are looking forward to seeing you in a square!!! 

Yellow Rocks To All!!! 
Betty Rateliff 

 

Betty Rateliff 

 
 

Continued on page 24 

20 



__ 

Fall Festival Chairman 
 

 

Be among the first 50 persons to register for the “Hoedown at the Rally 

in Caddo Valley” and you could win. We will draw one person’s name 

and they will have their $20.00 registration fee refunded!  

    

 

 

Thursday night, Oct. 8, 2015, Trail In Dance 

Phil & Naaman Moorehouse  
The name of the special “surprise” caller (the secret has already slipped 

out) is Naaman Moorehouse. That’s right … Phil and his dad from 

Colorado will be calling! You know how good Phil is! Well … Just wait 

till you dance to the both of them! Nonstop FUN! 
 

Friday night, Oct. 9, 2015, Fall Festival Special 

We have a very special national caller, Tim Tyl from Texas, who will be 
calling for us. Many of you have danced to him before and have really 

enjoyed him. The beautiful, sexy voice of Cathy Fisher will be cuing the 

Rounds.  
So rest up and don’t be late---you’ll be busy all evening long! 

 

Friday Workshops? Yes … we will have those too. 
 

Saturday, Oct.10, 2015 

Fall Festival Day and Night 
 

Wow –It’s our own Arkansas Callers, Cuers and Prompters! What a 

day and night this will be. Square Dancing, Round Dancing and Line 
Dancing all day and all night! Workshops and Fun Dances in the 

afternoon and Squares, Rounds and Lines all night long!  

Do you have the stamina to keep up? 
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LEVIS & LACE  
Royal 
 
 

Have a safe & happy Independence Day.  Let us never forget the brave 
men & women who paved the way for us to enjoy the freedoms we have 

today! 

We have had a very busy month. We have danced a lot & enjoyed every 
minute of it! 

On the 9th of May, a group from Levis & Lace went to help Bill Strawn 

put on an exhibition for school kids K-4th grade.  We would dance, then 

we would pull the kids up to dance with us.  We did this for each grade.  
The enthusiasm & energy was in abundance.  Thank you, Bill, for 

inviting us!  

After hearing that Phil Moorehouse's father, Naaman was going to be 
calling with Phil at Star Steppers, we did an impromptu travel dance to 

Pine Bluff.  We had a wonderful time. The Trail In dance before the Fall 

Festival is featuring the two of them.  We have a lot to look forward to! 
Our Maypole Dance was so much fun!  We had 3 Maypoles.  Gene did a 

fantastic job!  Thank you to all our visitors who came out to dance with 

us.  Also, thank you to everyone who came to help decorate the gym.  It 

was beautiful.  Juanice Chitwood is our decorating organizer.  Special 
thanks to her, plus our muscle men who get those Maypoles carried in.  

This was our Subscription Dance, too.  Stan Stander said he did get 

several renewals, maybe even a new one. 
Several of L & L went to the Hut Benefit Dance  Bill & Dave were 

awesome.  We had a wonderful time, & it raised a lot of money.  Square 

dancers work together! 

We will be dancing at the Garland County Farmer's Market this 
Saturday.   

Last Sunday afternoon, we had a special treat.  Bill Strawn had 

us Dipping & Diving to Red Wings.  Our square had Ms. Dorothy 
Pumphrey in it.  If you want a treat, go to Maverick Mixer's Facebook 

page.  Ms. Dorothy out dances us all!  She is an inspiration! 

My birthday is July 1.  Scott & Angela Blackshear decided to get married 
on that same day!  Jerry & Juanice Chitwood waited until July 2nd.  

Gene Gancarczyk made his entrance into the world on the 21st.  Please 

be generous with your yellow rocks! 

Please come & dance with us! 

Phyllis Keeney  
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MAVERICK MIXERS  

Little Rock 

 
 

Happy birthday to the USA! God Bless the USA! I'm proud to be an 

American, where at least I know I'm free! 
Our patriotic girl's (Phyllis Kenney) birthday is the 1st. Be sure and give 

her red, white & blue rocks! 

Happy anniversary yellow rocks go to Judy & Norm Schaffner (29th). 

We had a delightful surprise at our May 23rd dance: Phil Moorehouse 
and his Dad, Naaman Moorehouse, Sr. called some tips for us. We had 

so much fun! It looks like they've been together awhile (lol) because they 

sure do well! Phil informed us that it was a preview for the Trail's End 
Dance October 8th. No doubt about it, ya'll need to go! You will have a 

great time! 

Then we had a square travel to The Star Steppers's dance Memorial Day 
night to dance to Phil & Naaman again! Just more fun! Yep, we bad cuz 

we got their banner! Come on and dance with us Star Steppers! Love 

travel dancing! 

We found out Pulaski county was under a tornado warning while we 
were in Pine Bluff. Had no idea til my daughter sent a text saying they 

had cancelled the tornado warning! Huh? We danced right through it! I 

got home to a dark house but the power did come back on late the next 
afternoon. 

Thanks to the Star Steppers for their hospitality. They are a great group! 

Bill Strawn, Gene Gancarczyk and Phil Moorehouse will be the Callers 

at the Return of the Three Amigos Dance July 18th. On request, actually 
on demand, everyone had so much fun at the first Three Amigos Dance, 

they decided to do it again! This time it will be at the American Legion 

Hut in Mabelvale. If you like dancing without breaks, this is your dance! 
Of course, if you do like to take breaks, this is your dance too! See more 

details on the ad in this Modern Square. 

I'll have pics and more on our Open Mic/Amateur Night in the next 
month. 

We will be having fun the 11th & 25th this month! Workshop at 7:00 and 

dancing at 7:30. Won't you come join the fun? 

Carolyn Quinney  
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PISTOLS AND PETTICOATS 
Jonesboro 

 
 

Hello from the Pistols & Petticoats! 

We want to wish everyone a Happy Fourth of July! We are very 

fortunate to live in the land of the free! God Bless America! 
Please be watching for more details on the “Ole Timers” Dance in 

August. We always have a great time. 

We want to be in prayer for Jeff Wells. He haad surgery in June. Hope 
he’s doing better. 

Birthday Yellow Rocks in July go to Linda Band (3
rd

), Larry Billing 

(10
th
), and Vaughndel Kious (29

th
). 

May God Bless You. We will see you soon! 

Linda Bland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Square Dance 
The International Square Dance Magazine 
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There was fun to be had at the 

Levis & Lace Maypole dance! 
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REBEL REELERS 
Conway 

 
 

June 12, 2015 the Rebel Reelers hosted an ASSDF Subscription Dance 

which was the last Rebel Reelers dance.  
It is a sad time for all of our members. We tried. Maybe I should say 

Evelyn Pratt worked hard to get classes members. We just could not get 

the commitment from the ones that did take lessons. We tried several 

times with the colleges in Conway, but these students were only 
interested in the credit they would receive. 

A couple of years ago, the Rebel Reelers were hit hard with several of 

our members dying or having to stop dancing because of health issues. 
As with all Clubs, we were an older group and the young people do not 

know what they are missing by not getting involved in square dancing.  

We voted to close our doors as we had lost our dance hall. We tried to 
find a new place but could not find one that we could afford. After we 

had voted to disband, the church sent an email stating that they would 

work with us in continuing to dance in their fellowship hall. According 

to the email, we would be closing quite often for church activities. After 
further discussion, we were all in agreement that we did not have enough 

members to continue as a club. 

The Rebel Reelers are sad that it has happened but thankful for all the 
.friends we have made over the years. We are thankful for all who have 

attended our Annual Toad Suck Daze Dance each year making it one of 

the biggest dances in the area. 

Again thanks to all dancers for your support of the Rebel Reelers and we 
will see you in a square soon. 

Dean Talley 

 
SIXTIES SWINGERS 
Little Rock 

 
 

July usually starts the part of summer that's hot as a firecracker. 
However, with all the rain that much of Arkansas got in May, it'll take 

awhile to evaporate the moisture, and for floodwaters to recede. Heat 

index values may become an issue, but all that moisture may reduce the 
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number of 100 degree days. Note that with the hot weather, one needs to 

stay hydrated...whether dancing, or otherwise. 
To my knowledge, there are no birthday yellowrocks in July...my 

apologies if I missed anyone. 

With summertime being “travel season”, some members have done just 

that. Aloise Medlock recently got back from visiting some family in 
Kansas...and our own Stan and Carol Stander traveled to the northeast 

U.S. to visit some family, and to attend the 64
th

 National Square Dance 

Convention in Springfield, Massachusetts. However, with these dancers 
traveling, sometimes it's difficult to get a square to dance. And, several 

members are dealing with a variety of health issues that keep them off 

the dance floor. We wish these dancers a speedy recovery, and hope 
they'll be back dancing with us soon. Some of the women have had to 

dance the man's part, as we've usually had more ladies than men lately. 

This is not to scare folks away from the dance, but there's a chance that if 

we are short on dancers to make a square, a last minute cancellation may 
occur...and we apologize for any inconvenience. 

Our own Bill Strawn will join Gene Gancarczyk of the Levis and Lace, 

and Lieutenant Colonel Phillip Moorehouse of the Blue Belles and 
Beaus, for “The Return Of The Three Amigos Dance”, on Saturday, July 

18, 2015, at the Mabelvale Legion Hut. Information on the dance is 

elsewhere in this issue of The Modern Square. 
As we take pride in our country for July, we also take pride in our hobby. 

Please join us, and the rest of our visitors, each Thursday at 2pm, at the 

Bess Chisum Stephens Center for Youth and Families at 12
th
 and 

Cleveland in Little Rock...where our own Bill Strawn, calls a dance as 
spectacular, as any fireworks display. 

Daryl Stout 

 
STAR STEPPERS 
PINE BLUFF 
 
 

A NOSTALGIC NIGHT OF DANCING is the theme of our Trail-In 
Dance. Our caller (Phil Moorehouse) and his dad (the secret is out) will 

be calling super patter calls but their singing calls will be our favorites 

from our younger days. (like Do Run Run) 

For the fun dance in between, everyone will be able to dance to the 
oldies of well-known favorites, both instrumental bands, and 
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entertainers, such as Johnny Cash, Oak Ridge Boys, etc. Every single 

adult, child, cloggers, couples, or by-standers, will be able to get out 
there and boogie --- any way they want to! WOW! What fun! I've been 

dancing along while listening to all of the music--maybe I'll lose some 

weight! Ha! Dream on! I am so excited for the Trail-In Dance to come--I 

think that you'll love to dance with all of these songs, too. 
Our goal for the fun dances is to: 1. Have fun! 2. Dance any way you 

want to--single, line dancing, or couple. (go grab a man--he needs the 

extra exercise!) 3. Enjoy--the music, friendship, memories, and forget 
your troubles and woes. 

Maybe, I need to rename this dance "Do your own Thing". (Just don't get 

carried away and throw your back out!) Remember, you've got Friday 
night and Saturday, also. 

I've got all of the great door prizes made! (A lot of them). The food 

baskets with the Amish canned goods (for sale) were fun to put together, 

also. I just love to create things. Don't forget to put together your basket 
(with food in it) for the State Dance Saturday night! 

HAPPY TRAILS  to each of you--Guess who sang that song and you 

might  win a doorprize! 
Many thanks to the "Levis & Lace" and the "Maverick Mixers" clubs for 

coming to our Memorial Day Dance. We had a wonderful time dancing 

and visiting with ya'll! Phil Moorehouse and his Dad called some good 
songs (I think that they were practicing for the Trail-In Dance). We've 

never seen Relay the Deucey using two squares together --really makes a 

long line to dance from one end to another. (I bet that they will try that 

out at the Trail-In Dance). 

Roana Petrie 

 
TWIRLING FUNTIMERS 
Mountain Home 
 
 

“Summertime, Summertime, sum, sum, Summertime…”I believe 

there’s a song in there somewhere.  And, the Funtimers are ready 

to celebrate with two of our favorite things. 

In July, on the 8
th

, we’re eating Watermelon and dancing to the 

“Jammer” Cochran and the combos don’t get much better than 

that.  We do love our watermelons in Arkansas.  Come join us and 

you’ll see why. And, in August, on the 12
th

, we’ll be slurping our 
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Root Beer floats and dancing to the fun and challenging calls of 

Doug Mallory, joining us all the way from Cuba (alright, Missouri, 

that is).  And the point is, you too can make the effort to join us 

and you won’t regret it.  We’d love to have ya’.  And, for serious 

dieters we provide diet RB and guilt-free ‘ice-cream’. 

Remember folks, we dance from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. every 

Wednesday at the Van Matre Senior Center in Mountain Home, 

Arkansas.  We have an open hour for request rounds, lessons or 

workshops from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  And, our ‘specials’ are extended 

to 9:30 p.m. 

Craig & Karen Grothaus 
 

TWIRLING LARIETS 
Little Rock 
 
 

Happy birthday yellow rocks go to Mary Green (14th) and Judy 

Vinciguerra (14th)! Henry & Jeannette Heritz (22nd) and Olin & Fran 

Weaver (29th) get our happy anniversary yellow rocks!  

Happy birthday to the best country in the world! Hope everyone gets to 
have hot dogs for the 4th! 

At the time of this writing, we are still having lessons on Monday nights 

7:30 to 9:30 but will be having a great class graduating soon. We will 
contact each club when a date has been decided.  

If you can take I-40 south to Texarkana the 18th, you will be in for 

mighty fine dancing! Dave Towry and Tim Tyl call only one dance a 

year together and it will be this one! You know it'll be a fun time! Please 
see the ad in this Modern Square for more details. 

Some of the Twirling Lariats went to the Maypole Dance given by the 

Levi's & Lace. There was much laughter and really good food! The 
Royals sure are a fun and very friendly group!  

More on our June Bug Jamboree next month along with pictures. 

This is a three dance month -- the 3rd, 17th & 31st. Doesn't get any better 
than this! Our popular plus lessons start at 6:30 and dancing 7:30. I have 

noticed the dancers coming at 6:30 have not only received plus 

lessons but also have more confidence in their dancing. Hope to share 

laughter with you in a square real soon! 
 

Carolyn Birdsong 
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Club Directory 
 

“A guide to good times and new friends” 
 

 

Order of Directory Listings 

Club Name, Type & Level of Dancing, When, Location, Club Contact, Caller 

          Type of Dancing             Level of Dancing 

S Square BS Basic 

R Round M Mainstream 

L Line P Plus 

O Open to couples & singles A Advanced 

  2-6 Round Dance Phases 

 

 

BELLA VISTA 
 

Kingsdale Squares  S-M/P          Mondays            7:00p.m. 

Riordan Hall, 2 Riordan Drive 

Contact - Barry Owen     Caller - John Eubanks 

8 Gwaltney Circle, Bella Vista, AR, 72715  (479) 876-8432 

 

CHARLESTON 
 

Circle Up Squares       S-M/P     Thursdays            6:30p.m. 

Hug Chevrolet, 407 East Main 

Contact - Patsy Burris      Caller - Danny Burris 
19408 US Highway 271, Spiro, OK 74959  (479) 462-2317 
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CONWAY 
 

ConwayRounders     R-2/3/4     Tuesdays    Lessons        7:00p.m. 

Thursdays  Club Level   6:30p.m. 
Wesley United Methodist Church, 2310 East Oak St. 

Contact -   (501) 428-9026   Cuer - Cathy and Fred Fisher 

47 Hays Hill Rd., Conway, AR, 72032     conwayrounds@gmail.com 
- - - - - - - - - - 

Rebel Reelers   

   Thank you for the good times 

      And the memories! 

WE WILL MISS YOU ! 

 

HARRISON 
 

Stardusters   S-M       CALL FIRST      Sundays      4:00p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, Capps Rd. & Arbor Dr. 

Contact - (870) 741-6345     Caller - J.K. Fancher 
407 Skyline Drive, Harrison, AR, 72601  

 

 

HEBER SPRINGS 
 

Heber Springers  O_S-M/P     1
st
,3

rd
, & 5

th
 Mondays       7:00p.m. 

American Legion, 49 Park Rd. 

Contact - Theresa Holley (501) 592-2600         Caller - Ron Wise 
390 Woodbine Trail, Higden,  AR  72067   or    Bob Hall (501) 250-5170 

 

 

HOT SPRINGS  
 

Diamond Squares       O_S-M  Mondays           6:30p.m 
(dancing September through June) 

Lake Hamilton Church (Cumberland Presbyterian), 2891 Airport Road 

Contact – Susan White    Caller - Gordon White  

6 Perfecto Place, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909   (501) 922-0803  
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HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE 
 

Village A-Team   S-A1/A2      Wednesdays            7:30p.m. 

Coronado Center 

Conatact - Fran Bazemore       Caller - Dave Towry 

9 Celanova Ln, Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 
franbazemore69@gmail.com    (501) 922-1287 

 

JONESBORO 
 

Pistols & Petticoats O_S-M/P Thursdays         7:00p.m 

St. Paul United Methodist Church, 2201 South Culberhouse 

 Conatact - Bonnie Hallett   Caller – Boyce Brownbarville 
1613 Alonzo St., Jonesboro, AR 72401    (870) 932-7740 
  

KIBLER 
 

Skokos Promenaders   S-M/P          Tuesdays            7:00p.m. 

Kibler United Methodist Church, Skokos Center 

Contact -  (479) 474-8500            Caller - Jay King       
1402 North 12

th
 Street, Van Buren, AR 72956   

 

LITTLE ROCK 
 

Maverick Mixers    S_L_O     2
nd

, 4
th
 & 5

th
 Saturdays        7:00p.m. 

American Legion Building, Mann Road & Leah Lane, Mabelvale 

Contact - Velma Smart         Caller - Bill Strawn 

Box 61, 7501 Hwy 229, Traskwood, AR 72167 (501) 860-6624   
- - - - - - - - - - 

Sixties Swingers      S-M/P      Thursdays            2:00p.m 

Bess Chism Center, 12
th
 & Cleveland 

Contact - Dorothy Pumphrey (501) 666-8568       Caller – Bill Strawn 

- - - - - - - - - - 

Twirling Lariats   O_L_S-M/P    1
st
, 3

rd
 , & 5

th
 Friday    6:30p..m. 

Mabelvale Legion Hut, Mann Road & Leah Lane, Mabelvale 

Contact - Clifton Taylor & Carolyn Cullins      Caller - Dave Towry 

9027 Hwy 5 North, Alexander, AR 72002    (501) 847-2157 
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MOUNTAIN HOME 
 

Twirling Funtimers S-P_R        Wednesdays          6:00p.m. 

Van Matre Senior Center, 1101 Spring Street 
Contact - Craig & Karen Grothaus        Caller – Pat Christe 

39 Crestview Road, Mountain Home, AR 72653 (870) 424-2957   

  

PINE BLUFF 
 

Star Steppers S-M  Mondays  7:00 - 9:00p.m. 

Central Presbyterian Church, 6300 Trinity Drive 

Contact - Bill and Roana Petrie           Caller - Phil Moorehouse 
3114 Donaldson Rd., Pine Bluff, AR, 71602  870-247-2698 

Earl & Lynn Milroy  (870) 879-1608 

 

ROYAL   
(Hot Springs area) 

 

Levis & Lace S-M/P   1
st
, 2

nd
, & 4

th
 Fridays            7:30p.m. 

First Baptist Church, 7402 Albert Pike 

Contact - Ted & Phyllis Keeney         Caller - Gene Gancarczyk 

1807 Nubbin Ridge Road, Royal, AR 71968   (501) 991-3292 
 

SEARCY 
 

Blue Belles & Beaus  O_S-M/P     2
nd

 4
th
 5

th
 Thursdays    7:00p.m. 

Judsonia Community Center, 601 Judson Street, Judsonia 
Contact - Robert & Cheryl Shaver      Caller - Phillip Moorehouse 

146 Opie Road, Bald Knob, AR 72010   (501) 724-3930 

 

TEXARKANA 
 

Guys ‘N Dolls      S-M/P_R                2
nd

 & 4
th
 Fridays       7:00p.m.  

Eagles Lodge, 3407 East Broad Street 

Contact – Betty Ratliff        Caller - Nelda Eaton 

1706 N. Rondo Rd., Texarkana, AR 71854      Cuer –  Guest Cuers 

Cell:  (903) 824-5760  Home: (870) 774-6363 
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DO ANY OF YOUR CLUB CONTACTS NEED UPDATING? 
 

It is the duty of the contact person listed in the Modern Square to inform their 

club members when receiving correspondence from other clubs or organizations.  

If the contact person has changed, PLEASE notify the Modern Square editor. 

Thank you! 

 

Before traveling to a dance, call ahead first. 
 

 

Weather, flooding, or other concerns  

could cause the club to cancel that 

particular dance at the last minute. 
 

 

 

NOAA Weather Radios are available at most 

electronics/department stores.  Be sure to get one with the 
SAME Warning Alarm Capability and with a battery backup.  

This voice of the National Weather Service alerts you to severe 

weather 24 hours a day. 
You can also go to weather.gov on the internet and click on 

Arkansas for the latest watches, warnings, advisories and 

forecasts. 

                                                  Ad paid for by Daryl Stout                                                      
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Directory of Arkansas Callers & Cuers 
 
 

Bownderville, Boyce 

 (479) 462-2317 
M/P 

Pistols & Petticoats 
 

 

Burris, Danny & Patsy 

19408 US Hwy 271 

Spiro, OK 74959 

(479) 462-2317 

M/P: Yes 

Patterman08@yahoo.com 

Circle Up Squares 
 

 

Christe, Pat 
R #2 Box 2286 

Thayer, MO 65791 

Cell: (214) 449-5725 

ppchriste@att.net 

M/ P: Yes 

Twirling Funtimers 
 

 

Eaton, Nelda & Jon   

PO Box 1118  

New Boston, TX 75570  

Home 903-628-2425  
Cell    903-278-8068  

M/ P: Yes 

EatonSDCaller@aol.com  

Guys ’N Dolls 
 

 

Eubanks, John & Karen 

3501 Castle Rock Dr. 

Joplin, MO 64801 

(417) 624-2470 

M/P/A:   Yes 

jfeubanks@sbcglobal.net  
Kingsdale Squares  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fancher, J.K.  

407 Skyline Dr. 
Harrison, AR 72601 

(870) 741-6345 

w5wee@cox.net     

Stardusters 
 

 

Fisher, Cathy & Fred 

47 Hays Hill Rd. 

Conway, AR 72032 

(501) 428-9026 

conwayrounds@gmail.com 

Rounds Phases 1-4; Yes  

Conway Rounders 
 

 

Gancarczyk,  

Eugene (Gene) & Carolyn 

249 Songer Lane 

Pearcy, AR  71964 

(501) 767-6354  

geneandcarolyn@sbcglobal.net 

M/P 

Levis & Lace 
 

 

Green, Jimmy & Carol 
3240 Floral Rd. 

Floral, AR 72534 

 (870) 834-5362  
 

 

King, Jay & Jody 

1402 North 12th St. 

Van Buren, AR 72956 

(479) 474-8500 

P/A;  Rounds 1-3;  Yes 

jayking@cox.net  

Skokos Promenaders 
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Moorehouse, Philip D. 

Lt.  Col. USAF 

4660 Stagecoach Rd. 

Redfield, AR 72132 

(501) 960-4476 

Philip.Moorehouse@ang.af.mil 
M/P 

Blue Belles & Beaus 

Star Steppers 
 

 

Strawn, Bill 

719 Parker Street 

Benton, AR 72015 

(501-317-9972) 

M/P: Yes 

Strawn.bill@yahoo.com  

Maverick Mixers 

Sixties Swingers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towry, Dave  

#5 Magellan Circle 

H.S.V., AR  71909 

(501) 915-0069 

C 3;  Yes 

Dave.Towry@yahoo.com 
Twirling Lariats 

Rebel Reelers 

Village A-Team 
 

White, Gordon & Susan 

6 Perfecto Place 

H. S. V., AR 71909 

(501) 922-0803 

white3297@hotmail.com 

P; Yes 

Diamond Squares 
 

 

Wise, Ron  

4800 Hwy 104 

White Hall,  AR 71602 

870 267-0702 

Ronwise@prodigy.net 

M/P; Yes 

Heber Springers 

 
 

Highest Calling or Cueing Level 

 

 M - Mainstream 

 P - Plus                

 

 A - Advanced 

 C - Challenge 

1 – 6 Cueing 

Yes – Available for Specials 
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ASSDF Modern Square Subscription Form 
 

$20.00 Enclosed for one Year Subscription 
 

New (…..)   Renewal (..…) 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 
Please help us to prevent errors. Print clearly. 

 

Address____________________________________________ 
 

City _______________________________________________ 
 

State _____________________________ Zip _____________ 
 

Telephone Number __________________________________ 

 

Email Address ______________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to ASSDF and mail with form to: 

Carolyn Birdsong 

28912 Bandy Rd 

Little Rock, AR 72223 
 

 

 

Where is my Modern Square? 
 

The Modern Square is mailed before the 23
rd

 of the month proceeding 
the month of the magazine. If you do not receive it by the first or second 

day of the month (not counting Sunday) please ask your postmaster 
where it is and what is causing the delay. Complain loudly that you need 

this time sensitive publication because of the dance dates. 

 

 

Look on the back cover  

to find your subscription  

expiration date. 
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